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ETo Mrs. 7. D. Wal 
wiſheth all increafe of” 

and Peace. Wot 
| i was at your requeſt, and the carteſt"F; 
queſt of ſome of your Friends, that .Þ wat f. 
Induced to publiſÞ theſe. following ' Seri wy 
The reaſon whereof I ſuppoſe to bez; het eſe 3H 
your heart was ( in ſome. mes ) .ofaned-. ': 
F0, and efted with the vorce Chriſt. 1 ? 
. Word, when you buardit. 7 muſt Tr" 
&; capt baggy" we. is very, — 
and precious, an 8 well warm ti 
frozen beart of any cher heed uhe } dr, 
# of ſincere love, either of compl acensy Jtth, 08 
' miſcration to Chriſt, To-ſt, mn read) 
+ to eondeſcend to the requelis. of | 
ſweetly, and with what met q a z 
. Arguments, he wooes ber 4 bow Mub.au 
” ful be is in the emanation uf. r” 
© Kinthweſd towards ber: And"vhews 
- baud to conſider, bow ſhightly' ME 
pac; Wo 
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ob "many other circumſtances of ber unkine 
J £48 * And" withal: to confider the 'danger' ani 8 
"Ringad which ſhe runs, by ber unkind bebavi-Y 
"fokp, rds © Chrit- * Theſe Conſider ations ” 
| bath ich pre 1þe ſubjed of rhe enſuing Diſcourſe p + 
z þ Ing ſeriouſly weighed by 'a Soul that bath any. © 
TJove for, or breathings after Chrift (among the 
number of which, T hope, may truely reckon you) * 
cannot chooſe but in ſome meafure awaken the [; 
- Peepy Soul, and warm the cold and frozen" Af- 
+ fedtions.: This effed 1 perceive the Word had 
&pox-:you > for which: you owe tbe tbanks and 
FE eo the Spirit of Grace, which accompanied 
Word. to your heart\ aud. gave it entertain- Y 
abit there! | For man feaky ozly to the' ear, it © 


=” Sos that peaks to\ tbe: beart : - Tow bouing | 
mrefore-'taftcd the ſmeetneſt of this Word your +, 
d the communication of it- to others, ©; y 
ot the opportunity ( with you) to hear ' % 
"amy int order. therewinto, tbe. publication of © \ 
al Aefigne IT miift orwn "to be. good © for © 
-( pr nnngh an dif- 


re-( ſpreading 14 ſelf. throug the wbole 


a har of a communicative nature 3 wiſh- "| 
utzl by-ftanders might likewiſe taſte that 


F; gn Lebiebsh + ſelf is much. delighted with. 
5 Gy | efai 5 \Not $0 eat 7ts morſels alone, but if 4 
, ms. p Bangket be given in by Chriſt, or any. re 
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ft an Fs, Oo caſte and* "*d 
ord{.is! He 1s ron” Sta b Cor 
Were; and I will tell you -what he 
Sdone for my Soul. But (though your -de 
© be good, yet) the weakneſs: and + 
- #be Antbor, might well bave pleaded an x 4 2 
” For it is pity that ſuch a ſweet. and pretious- 


| ould be rendred deſpicable, þ h 
7 wi gh world by ſo weak, 0 laſh 
” "aft inſtrument, 4s 1 muſt of neceſſity confe ', 
— ſelf tobe. For 1am ſenſible, that many 130 | 
E ; the Truths of Chrift ſuffer inthe world; t 
#he weakne(s. of- the Tuſtruments that bens 
to #. However, .yet (ſometimes) it pl 
God, By the mouths ot babes and ſuckling 
Perfect his own praiſe 3 that thewwork max. 
© Pcar to' be not of men, but of Gods + . beat 
| #berefore the work in Gods band ( whats: es Fo. 
+ do what be pleaſeth with and by 22) ah I Et] 
- the confideration of mine ovon arohet Tos a 
F deſcend to your requelt, and make bauld40 
* this my-poot mite into Gods Tyeal Ry 
” Ing to you axd to all courteous Readers, a» Þ ca” 
- #0 the-Cripple, Als 3. 6. Silverand Gold1 we 
- 1 none3 but ſuch as 1 have, give yoo. 
. 1 bope tbe food is wheleſome, rheegh i þ 
ly and meanly dreſſed. Andi ” 
ol : 1dp.tbe bands of ſome, whoſe ef f 21 
wacky. oy ob ſuch plain and 4 
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/ ir may =; into the band of fmeteÞ 
Fereairre, "who 4 hun ; hamble, and of +. 
”  contrite Spicit, and ttembles at Gods Wor, © 
Some pror hungry Sox} may ( perhaps ) bere mees i 
with mear, though there be little ſawce 10 u_ 
bad: And if any peor Soul ſhall reap benefit by Þ 
27 poor labonrs aud endeavours (T bove ) Tſhall +- 
| God for owning ſuch a worthleſs creature, | 
iu onde a4 work, And (if it dogood )abe {| 
leſs of the inflrument, the more will there be of | 
God ſcex in it. T beg of you therefore, and of ' 
#ll candid Readers, into whoſe hands this ſmall - 
Treatiſe may come, their and your ſerious k 
ſal of it, with their Prayers to 'Ged for a bf. 
wþon it : what you finde of humane weakneſs þ 
« Ini pardon and paſs i is by : whatever you finde = 0 
bY of God ar it, minde it and apply it. And the 
E ay God of Heaven powerfully influence it with - 
| I | r bleſſed Spirit, that it may do your Souls 
i, and that you may readily. open to CO 


that be may open to, and own you 


> Death and Judgment. Which it the _ TR 
3 4 md earneſt Prayir of : 
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= ' In and for Chrift my Lord Fs 5 | 
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Chriſtian Reader, 


e Spirit of Slumber = >. 


revails at this day 5 as: 
ſecurity 1s to be found in this N. 
as was 1n the old World and in: 82: 
.} before the one was Drowned, ml 
T. _ Burned, God hath uſed We 
ays and NN us's, Hut, of 
tual Lethargie proves a very (luke. 2 
v5 = Malady. Tere: bad © n SA * $ 
profane ons. were alt Al | *, 
| fn Si, Tis hs D, Ln 
. _—_ But 'tis worſt of all con 
| ins frnber os well as th 7 
| carnal Security, we may tremblans 


ME ook, ant that he will blot out thei. + 
+ ma; es from under Heaven: Promiſuig 7 IF: 
= ſafety to themſelves, is the forerunner 'F 
ft Sinners ſudde# deſtriFion. 1 Thefl, 7” 
| SEO N49. 4 | 
Ex 7 5; ath perſwaded that the. deſigne of F". 
' "the worthy Author of -this. enſuing 
Freatiſe isto prevent that ruine which. 4, 


| +: to follow upon that drowſt-, | 
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meſs and ſecurity which does {6 gene-< | .' 
ally prevail. And in wiſhing .that. f. , 
Ke may accorpliſh his deſigne, is to } \ 
Th well to the whole Nation. ,,.7f 4 k 
word ſpoken in ſeaſon be like, Apples o 
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5 when Chriſt Calls, eſt he j- 
withdraw in a difcontents- , 
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2: The general Scope. LL The Pers | 


mſi and ſpoken of. 

Bi $touchiog the Nature of this Book, it | 

| oy Sony an Allegory, ot Figurative, diſcourſe, , 

> "upder-the mask @ Simijlitudes and- Refem- 
an6es 3 holding forth tous great, divide, and 
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- molFexcellent Myſteries. And therefore in 
; Ff the noderftandingor it; we matt-nor acquieſce 
in the- immediate” literal 'Senſe-, I mean, in 
the immiediate or Grammatical fenſe which 
tn $ bear 3 but muſt Jook through them 

= © the Medinte, lircral,” or [Piritua] Senſe that 
- "Is couchedin them. For rhe 4iteral Scnſ&'of 
RorDerifh ue. fg that: Senſe. » the Holy 
aoDft ONT and primari y- intends in 
hat"port ure, whether delivered 
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chele ai; in tha Dialog 226 or Ii 


pridcipally threes Firſt, The Bri 
which” we muſt underftatid "the <gnoos 
Chriſt.” 2. The Bride or Spoule, by 
underſtand: the Church, either ing y; = 
particular © Believers. - 2. [The Daughies at 
Sion, and Fetaſalim;bax by which weil * 
anderftand either young Converts; of .wi B 
Believers. HON 
The perſons ſpokey of, are, 1. The 
groom, which 'is Chriſ...* 2. The by ride, 
Church, ' 3. The Friends of thel 
ws Minifters or Me{ 
4" The Virgins, fo of 7 
roupg Candidater in f and \Pofeif, 4 ba. 
dligiog. The - Mic } "ah" 
Churth 5 : - WS ESI 7 3 
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&! " your Wes 7 to [the laft Verſe of | 
he foregoing chapter; yoh ſhall find: the Spouſe 
'.: makit + her requeſtto:Chrift tor the. xevival of 
wGreces,” andthe-zgturo of Chrift into, her 
"VF; it: Chrif would prepare; and. make” * 
=. be Heart; by quickning, infivening, and 
& -enlarging” Grace, {and putting itantd 4; poſture 
bi icfor. Eerie, op the entertaipwent of him 
Aland King nr pes 4.0 
4 pleafe\ th; rand taſte of 
at R Feaſt which fim(lfhaC-f 
Mm Aſt: Verſe. of; Chapter 
{make: 5 anſwer ther el, lin Fx 
mag ame, .and' bad, nth, 
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us fn-Account whae:! ie ſaid to bs As th 
had bat; now; made ber! (ute, and zequel 
him; defiring him to 50mes;; © hebeing@ omey 
makes another kind andloying: motion. tg. Ig 
abd ſack.1a: one aS Was OMe realon: gable,'gs 
( one would have .thanght.).\wauld hay <a 
readily. :ergbraced..- - She ha bs js ot. 
that he. would: come-and now | , 2-6 
-- and finding, her.in bed; hebtgs of h «l 
would open to him, and{Jet bamii0. Gug'a) 
poor; bers, the bal fog : Aſs 
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! ori jons, and awakening her Graces, that [ſhe 
£20 no-16nger deny, but ariſeth' co: open to 
"bin b aud by arifing and comiog tothe door, 
z wondertul-chatige and alteration'in 
Ffclf, Vi445: My beloved put in bis bard 
» bile of the door, ant niy bowels were mo- 


for bim.. I-roſe, up ts open #0 my _ 


hands dropped with myrrbe, and my 
Fc 9 gon ſmelling myrebe.,.. pon the 


wpon Chyift, but ſhe found ” 

= þ to let himvin, If Chriſt had 
Perive agen Tock with but pucting in- his 
get by + We of the Door ;- Oh: what; 
way be when bimclf came in. 
frhout any more (delay qr Ex- 
to-bitn, 9.'6;.-: But 


Et he wc ud maketber ſen 


les of the lock, She no ſooner begins to-- 


t utterly for{ake her | 
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freſh u hoes = beforeſht had 


\This. was _ caſe; between Chriſt” pry 
Spouſe at this time. 

I ſhall” dut-in a word. mention ho ok par 
calats in the' Text , upon” which 1 


ground the Dodtrine, and ſo pc's Ee 4 


Doctrine | £5: gh 
In the whole Couſererice or Re 

take notice of thele things, upon wf 

From the Dodrine. AD) % w_ 

| Churches Prayer,” _ 5 6-4 
al O Notb-wind " and come Hhou $1 5 
She prays for the breathing tn 

Spirit,” whereby her Graces n 

and \ made+fic for ation ; and" 


Chriſt's company, Face ſhe; ir6iu 
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: Wo "Se Wa a. Open- as me, es Ht fr 


:#y bead: is filled with dew, and my locks; with 
"ts, Be of the night. 
- $5»; We: 'bave the-; Spawſe hex yarcaſangble | 
, Ho apd excuſes, ».3+ She litte- gopſider- 
how wet and Weary "Chriſt, Was , and-mani- 
fied but poor reſpect to him, when ſhe- will 
© Wither Far him-to ftand there, than. ſhe. will 
he avt he; gxouble to pit on her Coat, or defile 
Feet. Oh what difference is here; herweep 
*s loye tq us, and our love tohim! _ 
We may obſerve . the effe& -of thi; ,X6- 
ul and unreaſonable denial. Thoogh 
IN 6 BP. hes Graces, and give her! ſome, tatte 
4 as excellency, which may make. her ;ug- 
f "meatiedls to. ſeek-him ; yet he will make ber 
her lazyneſy and indifferency:, and 
hora ſhe {er Ph Chriſt. WileQw | 
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\-\This truth-is not pe -the ſenſe” I nd) Tar | , 
- of -this':Text, -but we find the: Floly © Ghoſt. 
ſpcaking the. ſame-thing: forſubltatice in othits - + ; 
parts of Scripture. Protivid-24, and wont <4 
verſes, / Beeanſe'1 bave coled/and ye refuſed; 1.” 
have ſtretched" out-my hand, and .no- man. regat»* -4 
ded 1 Bit ye have ſet at night all 1 p16 7 


= 4% of " £ 
and would none of my reproofs.« Thiexetare fg *. 
. Ip. os Tat 

y © 


ſo willlaugh'a your cal amity, I will 7 : 
your fear 'tometh, &c Pla]. $1» '$, 9, IC »i x. 
12, 13; :t4+ 'Hear, O my people Therelhl 
be ng ftrange God. in FIGS. Lam the: 
Goll—— . Bus my poppies would nyt bearkgs 
So bgave tbem up —— Otbat My peoples 
bave bearkned-  Lake- 13. 34x ” 1 
row Pines, hep mow #43 
'. dbered thee, as: an hen gotheret | 
der ber WINgs, but ye dd | 


Bavts left. x 
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F" "to: ſhew, 5 Whels Choi mock, 2c At whoſe 
\door Chrift knocks.: 3. How, or with what 
: he knocks.” 4- For % ok end.he knocks :. Or 
what it is that Chrift would have when he 
knocks, 5. 'What'arc the ſpecial © times 0 
* * higknockiog, 

\"Þbegin with the firſt of theth Where it is 

| obat Cris nocks, 

”.— _ anſwer, That Chrift $ Knhcks and 
=, are at che door of man's Heart, To 
—_ .” ade Ear open to God's call Ggnifies :lit- 
zo #16;-if the door of the Heart -be that ,+ and 
. Chnſtcannot get in there, We ſee in the Text 
> ic ſe (though-partly aſleep) heatd'@brift, 
"Ss « I Call-well enough, and yerſhe cau- 
b to depart from her , becauſe ſhe did 
"_ to bj, Wiſdom erics, Prov. 2 23+ 26. 
F4 Ft me thine beart. Chrift wilt have the 

Opec! mg elſe fie will notteome ny; 

| e reaſons. 1. Becauſe, as 
KG embler, but rea) in wie ny ps 
five + loves tio. rpm ny £x- 
Wet che. the Soul ſhould be rea! and'cotdia 


Chr oh not todo it wil 


Pens 


the Lord,” "This is: no better than 
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lying in God's account.: Pal. 48. 36.27; 
pretended to retarn, 2nd: fork early ther They *F 
Nevertheleſs they flattered bins with their month; 
and lied mito bim with their tongue 4. for: their, '.. | 
beart was not r gt with bim. - Jeremiah co y 


plains 'thus"of the wicked, 'Fers" 12«:2. 
art neav them .in their lips , -but far from 4 


Ly 


reins. That Son was \ rejected, nh ts 


go Sir, but went not, This diſſertibling-- 
complementing with,God , is abomjn 
the heart-learching God; Avd the < 
requires that the Heart be : opened t 
auGthere jt is that he kriochs.. 

+2. 'Becauſe the Heart-is ;the chick + 
Chiift his Parchalc , and therelote: fe 


there. It is true, Cbriſf- 15 the Rex ve wo 


the Body': but had 'bot-that becvim ap 
nance to the'more noblc- part, the Soul; 


would never have paid 1o dear'a pit _ rt 


Bat' the inward man, t owt. & | 
that which was chiefly *Cbritt- &y Ye. 
.he.made* his Soxt an Dffeiog fo 

77% 23% "My-Hþ 
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Er or OW th bel mn 
5 knocks, * * we | 2 
* ©. 3» Becauſe the Heart is the oyab Seat, or 
*- Throne, and'Chrift*comes not'tobea truckles 
* het Gueſt, "biityto*rule- and: reigrivin'*us!: and; 
therefore” 6he: have the Heart,*whichas4 
commanding, faculty,” the : Wilt and *AF&- 
s; he 'miay'by that commaid:the whole; 
nz but without this, it wil be ſnvain;-if 
6 tr to keep” poſſeſſion of the other « 
- pi -< ol man.» The Heart-ts*the: fountain;- 
-trom the'fiteamsthat run in every-part"y 
> Ch | foceed; if this be not pate, "The: 
hwy 2 Tee Mehy'; And 
pig; "2; 2. we'are commanded to Kelp the 
ow diligente, for out of it are the" 
ELife. The:Heart is always full, and; 
wozally -ſeoding. forth Legions of 
eonduaad 4 tions,” cither good jor + 
cam n_ oy ' 
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ling ghee. man ont-of the Le | eaſuh | 
of the, beart gail things. ' How ſhould the ins 
be. god,” 'W 2 tree 41s bad? .Theh 
- thier: if it be not. for Chriſt, will i 4 
ending, forth; ſuch, troops ;of, filthy molef 
7 eacmies, that:Ghrift, ſhall have: 
.nearJt5 angdztherclore he wil Micir rr have _ 
:Fortdclivercd and openedito. himgrar® 
os not'comne there:. .. If the hearrbe f ths | 
- the whole man, is defiled with; ig oF 
. from- thence : and {ce.what Houds of ing: 
filthine(s flue from;the ,heare, ad. 
man," Mat. 1%. 18, 19,20: :Eput+ 
Murders, Adulteries, Fornications,. The Fn” 
* Falſe witneſs, Blaſpbemies 3 > 2And "hu 0 oh, mn. 
; ſhall che {weer, breath of; Chrift.cudurex 
a fink: of filthige(s?. 3f he may nor colic St 
- ſpring. ox, riſe OLIt © Purges there w 
_ long ſtay, for hid. (F-2x* Ws 4g” 
Is (oP will, haye, the He 
his chicf ſait,and requg 
Y this, be not ;have'wi 
- becauſt”:it,.is, ſeated inthe} 
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£7 Whercinhoote is thechicE. od Jrincig, And 
"FR reaſon he ſhould have as not only /an 
"regind 'of his great Love whefewith he hart 


Jowedius, and ctherfruics and effects ot: it 5 .but 
-alſoin regard we have nothing elſe: to give 
& Sand. nor-can he expe any other thing with 
us that miy bz delircable, Portion we thave 
mones not 16 much as Clothes tour back;.6r 
© cover our nakedne(s, nor Mcat for our bel- 
.p, nor penny .of Money in our purſe. Beauty 


= and Comelincſs we have none, till:-he have 
> beautified:us with his Comelineſs. _ Wiſdom 
add parts we have.none, for by nature we are 
ls. . Providence or. good Houſewifery we 
ue, for we had a good portion lefe 

we-have waſted and ſpent it all. Great 
'' by ds and Allics., we havenone, that can do 

>for us, for we were caſt out to' th 
4.1 ous perfons, in the day wherein we 
 and-nonceye/pitie+ vs3 and as for 
g/d our. fathcr vas an Amorite, and 

it1ite, a curſed genes 

t have we 
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5, Chats-wil have the heart opera 
he comes,: becauſe - the, Feaſts and 
which he hathÞreparcd and brings with him,” 
chiefly rcſpe& the heart 3 the outwatd man'is © 
:] lictle or,.nothing-«concerned in them, or. ad- q 
+ vantaged by them, unleſs it be by mEO—_— 
Ghrift his;Feafts are Spiritual, and therefore - 
buc little-grateful to the fleſh,or out ward-matts * 
The word that Chrift ſpraks is part of his 
' Quet or Feaſt 3 and David laiths they: ann la 
ter than Honey or the Honey-comb. Tok. . 
what Refreſhment or Feaſt would 'thelg&wwes 
the body, or outward manyif theHe woke 
no notice of them, and be not effeCtet v 
them'?; and therefore Hoſe 2+ 14+ hk 
allate his Spoxſe , and take ber —— 
derneſs, and there. would {peak come 
to her: or, (peakito her Heart, (38.tbs 
fi ) Wards yield but little comfos 
retreth ment, bt they be "not my ne. ” 
tells us he willighye 1s? 
h and Ak to fecd us, and a 
= an imaginary way neither 3 101 
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. a. S | | *cx8 > "PRE" vr C 5" "ll 
Fiat: "be findes it ſe, that goes ili the 3 
ce Without es ayd fecding upon. + 
_ [Gin by Faith. - And* therefore were not the : 
"Banquet Spiritual; and ſuch as immediately : 
-concerns. the H=art,: the Scripture would never 
* *call-it a Feaſt of Marrow and Wine (ſctled _ 
 the-lees's nor would David ſay; Pſal. 63. 5 
"3 -that his Soul -was ſatieffed, as with marrow © 
and 4 agg 7, when he fed upcn this. © And 
4 4 ore” Chrift his Feaſts being 'chiefly” ſpiri- 
*M ,-and reſpeting the Heart, they would * 
"enatyana ſignific nothing, if the Heart wete * 
opened to him # And therefore the plate | 
== brift knocks is the door of the Heart, 
he requires ſhould bt opened'to himn. 
2 a «5 The ncxt thing to be.eriquired into 'S, | 
- 3\gtwhoſe door doth Chrift knock f | 
= =®Pothis I anſwer, That Chriſt knocks at'e&- 
ry ones door, that lives under GopeOt- 
hanices\ and” Diſpcnſations: '' Ther is no 
erljgdiving under Colt AT 
6-97 'another Chrift knocks at thedoot 
eat, rc quiring entrance | mend 
a Thou that readeff, orh __ ho Wi #, 
Ft Bb ever. thou bes Male or Mey nd'or 
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ws 


Young orOld Richor E High"or 
fro, mt, 4 
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knocks, 4 Open to. me, 8c, St unk- © 
verſality of Chriſt's knock or call, Rev. 3. 206 © 
Tftand at the door and knock: if any man will | 
open to me, I will come in unto bim, and w__ 
Jup with him, and be with me. Rev. 22-1 Y 
The Spirit aud the Bride ſay, Come. . And. 7 4 
bim that beareth, ſay, Come. Let bim that is - © 
athirſt come. And whoſoever will, let bim come, * 
aud take of the waters of life freely. Iſai. 55+ 3+ 
H:, erery one #Þat thirſteth, come ye to the was 
ters, and be that bath no money : come ye, buy 
and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk withous. 
money, and without Price. Chriſt knocks 
onely at the Hearts of his own people , 8 : 
here of the Spouſe, Open my ſiſter , my -_ 
my dove, my undefiled : But alſo at the doors”: 
of others, ſuch as are unregenerate, and oo 
him rot, Only with this difference 3 at. 
doorsof his own regenerate ones, he calls tg :- 
the awakening and [tirzing up the grace GL . 
he hath beſtowed upon them :; but to- ſuch my 
are unregeherate, and yet firaniigyt 
he cis. them to Faith and Repenti Ay 
to come np bitn, that they may. "es | 
hndEre of 'theixr Souls, Matth. pe $8, 
30. | thevers he calls, to awaken, | + 

rage har arc e alrcady* implanted in th 
Yobelievers he cal iadnak 
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\nd Eſc, there is "not the meaneft Soul. 
"nor the greaceft Sinner left out of his call ;'and 
I: : any man will but open to him, he will come 
”- - matbough their Sins be as Scarlet, and crim- 
- fon, he will make them as Snow and Wool. 
Ik, I» I6, 17, ©c. | 
\ The next enquiry is, How, or with woes 
-" Obrif cks and calls ? 
And.co this I anfwer , Chrift doth not or- 
dinarily knock and call by an immediate 
| voice from Heaven, as he did upon Saul, AQ, 
=" 9- but under the Goſpe] God ordinarily calls 
E ome one or more of theſe ways. 
2M x.:Chiift knocks or calls ; ſometimes by 
$f ET /Providences. Chriſt many times- ſends 
: Lome terarkable Providence or other to. a- 
7 n Sinners out of their fleep in Sin , and 
at *to awaken the Graces of his People, when 
Po are INtepy aud fluggiſh : and thieſe Pro- 
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£4. Fidences they are of two forts ; ſometimes, |. 
ht fact th as we call Mctcics 3 (though all his Dif» ' 

4 t * ations j this caſe are Mercies, and the 
Ws wits of his faichGlneG ) but by Mercies 1 
X 1 ſuch thmgs: as are Joyous and defirable 
4 the wrefent. He fo geen NE wh 


Tops 2C! | ref _—_ ” 33.47 


oe th "s). 
Not able 4; be gave them corn, and 1 
and oyl, woot and flax, ſilver and gold, '\ 
they ſhould have ſerved him withal 3 z#d bes 4 
cauſe they did not, threatens to take them'u= = 
way» Therefore we finde this laid down as _ 
the ground of that God's Expoſiulation with 
his People, Dext, 32. 6, 9, 10,&e. The good? 
nefs of God ſhould lead perſons to Repentancez N 
God expects it, and by this many times calls,” «3 
Sometimes God calls by his Corre&ions' and 
Judgements, (triving by the ſmartnels and fe 3 
verity of: his Jadgements, to awaken Sion , £1 f 
chat are rather Raxdned by Proſperity, and” 
affright them our of their ſleep in (iy Hard? to 
awaken his own pegple cut of thatdht which 
they have lullcd themſelves into by: Sirch, 
ty. * Thus we read, Fob 36. 8, 9, LS P 
ne lays perſons in Fetters and Trons i My: 
Then he ſhews them their way and their vranſ- © 
greſſion, wherein they bave exceeded: And; 45 
theie two ways of knocking, uſually; Mere Me 
-, and Gocdne(s leads the way and;it-* 'thae'.; 
7 2 will not do, tha J»dgement, ang | Bp. a qd -* | 
"4 glows aber : For Gol dh not wiltytly Pe =" 
and 4 "Her $44 men. RB 
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- reading the 9criptures, and the Labours of his 
E © faichful Minicters: hearing the Word preach- 
E- ed, and the like, God hath qualified and 
= ſent forth his Miniſters and Meſſengers to call 
= and hire Labourers into his Vineyard z to bid 


the beginning. And this is theix work which 
they are {cnt about,and is given them in charge, 
Maith. 28. 19, 20. Go, teach all nations, 
baprizing — Teaching them to obſerve what 1 
command you- 50 As 26. 18. Paul is ſent 
to the Gentiles, To open their eyes, to turn them 

om darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
. Satan wito God. Chriſt himfc)f came and 

preached for this end , and his Doctrine or 
Sermon was, Repent, for the kingdom of bea- 
ven # at band, Matth. 4. 17. And Jobs the 
= Baptilt came with this meſſage, Mark 1. 4. 
© Yea, the Apoſtle tclls us that this is the work 
= of every Minificr, 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19, 20. --Hath 
© Ccommutted to us the tvord of reconciliation ſo 
= i then, we are Embaſſadars for Chrift: a if 
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Gueſts to his Wedding-ſupper, Matth. 22. and + 


"ay 
own Conſciences. Thus we read Att; 2 
when they heard the Apoſtles Sermon, The 
were pricked at their hearts, and cried ont, af | 
and brethren, what ſhall we do to be Javed ©) 
Here was an inward impulſe of the Spirit up- - 
- | - on their Conſciences, accompanying «the: outs! 
ward preaching of the Word. Thus: God) 
ſecretly opened the Heart of Lydia to attend\. 
- to what was preached by Paul, ARS 16. ah © -> 
And thus the Jaylor was wrought upon by:. 3 
the Spirit of God, As 16. 29,-30, 31>Oe | \, wal 
This ſecret impulſe ot the Spirit, and:cons A 
viction of Conſcience finners many - times - L 
have when they are going on' in their ins, y 
| though they do not always give heed"and 
® hearken toit. And this many times the peos 2 
| ple of God have; when they b:gin to be Jazygi -* 
_ . drowzy, and to fall afle-p im (ecurity; and - - 
therefore the Apoſtle bids us not-to quedch., 
' | grievethe Spirit of God, x Theſſ./5. 19% 
' | 4+30- And indeed the two tormer : hes of 
" | Chrifthis knocking and calling are inc 
a), unleſs they be accompanied with-this.lall + 
| þ wayof calling: For neither Ordinances. or -- + 
; +} Providences''\can. awaken finners, unleſs the. > 
| Spirit of God work/by .them.., And theres 
fore weiread Fob 36: $8, 9, && chathy fir 
| - bindet .3s.C > eG: 
. a ſO 24D bk a 45; 
$8... - 
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> : £- The next thivg to be enquired into, is, 
2. For what end Chritt knocks and- calls.; or 
what i: is which Chriſt would have when he 
Bi {"Kibcks? And to this I an{wer, 

-In g'necal, That the end or reaſon of Chriſts 
= legocks. and calls arc various, according to the 

differcntitite and conditions of thoſe, at the 
doors of whoſe Heart he «calis. But uſually 
"when he calis, be wou!d have, or dulignes 

ae. or more of theſc endgcor things. 

+ x. Fo awaken finners+but of their deep 
&  flcepin fin and {ccuny. Sinners. are by na- 
ture ſo faltaſletp, in ſuch a dead ſleep of fin 
and ſecurity, that nothing 1:(s than the voice 
-* of the Son of God knocking and ſpeaking. at @ | 
= - the door of their Hearts will awaken them; F 
hence we read Jobn 5. 25. That the time is 
* eoming, and now u, when the dead fhatl hear 
;-".. She voice of the Son of God, aud they that bear | 

live. Which mui be. meant not of @ 
\ natwral Death, or of the day of Reſurre&iong | 
;burof a Death in fin+; becauſe he: (aiihy the 
hy timhenow is. And therefore Kaith the ; ils 
+ Bpb--2-15 Ton bath be quickned,;i. c bythe 
| Wes ed fr. Would yu rat 
of: Chriſt's oh are in- this. | pay 
wo Mock | 
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Word, but to the Heart by his Spirit. 

2- Chrifi his calls at the doors of our heazts 
Bore times' defigne Repentance, Repens' 
tance is a Goſpel-duty incumbent upon every © 
perſon, As 17. 30. But now command i 
men every where to repent. And for this en 
he ſcnds forth his Miniſters to preach the+ -_; 
Doctrine of Repentance, to ſhewthe necefſi- 7 
ty of Repentance , aud that there is bf 4 
reaſon or cauſe for Repentance call Be 4 
have ſinned, and thereby departed from. Godg. 
and cannot come to him again but by B 
tance. It is called The Dodrine of Repentauee,” 
becauſe Repentance is. properly a Goipe-dor, | >>. 
Grine,a DoQrine that the Law preacheth gt 3.” 
for the; Law, or Covenant of Works, admits | a | 
of no Repentance 3 but upon. ous; breachob 5 
the Law, immediately pronounceth. a Curſe! A r 
Gol. 3- 10: Curſed is every one that. 
not 1 nt wy are Ry N ( TE. 
the Law to ds them. But the GY and; \ 
admits of , yea. calls. for Rogen tan Nr Ry Fo 
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”” - ſons bein a fate of unregeneracy, then Chriſt 
© Kknocksby his Word, and by his Providences, 
20 | his Mercies nd his buſineſs with them 
/to ſhew that thre is a neceflity of their Re- 
bce, and that they muſt cither repent, Or 
periſh everlaſtingly. If perſons be in a ſtate 
of regencracy, and have by ſome temptation 
or other lapſed or tallen into Sin or, it may 
be, have ſome Sin lodging in chem, not yet 
ervely dilcovercd, and conl; quently not par- 
ticularly rep:nted of ; Then and in ſach cafe 
\, Chriff calls co renew:d and cnlarged acts of 
© Repentance 3 for R:pentance is a grace that 
Concerns us all our lives long : And therefore 
the calls of. Chriſt in this caſe may be ſuch as 


." Ciniſ calls to reconciliation with God. 
n Chriſt comes to the door of thine Heart, 
Re comes as a mediator and peace-maker , to 
peace between God and thy Soul, which 
at variance with each cthery and by rea- 
of fin have an utter enmi'y againſt each 
r- The cauſe of this comity Chriſt hath 
n. away by his death upon the Croſs, and 

Ko his Croſs : The cauſe eng oe rcmo- 
» 4 eames and calls to intreat that me 
RIF may be taken away, 4 I we i 

o] d wnto God, 2 Care; «} Y , 20s | 
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Repent, for the kingdom of beaven is at 
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| of his heart the enmity that is lodged there: a 
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Though obs be httle — foci it, yet <_—_ 
is hard to be wootd and perſwaded t to caſt out - 


gainſt God and his ways. And .therefore © 
Chriſt is forced to knock and call agarnand * 
again, before we will (in this caſe) be per= 
ſwaded to yield to his ſuit. 

4+ Chrift calls for a, cloſure with himſelf by 
Faith, as th: onely way and mrans to | F 
peace, and reconcilation with God. We by ©: 
our $1ns are indebted to God, more than ever  *® 
we arc able to pay : arc therefore io danger to 
be arreſted by Divine Juſtice, and caſt into 
prilon, where we may lie and rot, to- all eters: 
pity. Jcfus Chritt fceing us 'in this '# 
and diſtreſs, com:s avd calls at the door. of - 1 
our hearts, offers to be our Surety to pay Eyeny oy 
farthing of our dcbt for us3 and that, 
this condition only, that he may have OY 
and free conſent to do this for as 3- and t 
we will accept of wigh thankfulneſs ha 
kindneſs he ſhews herein, and rely u P a 
for the perfe&ing of this work. fo =. ['Y 5 
where-evcr. Juliice ſhall lay, any ct a Pe 
cuſation againſt us, we, will -by, Fai hq * 
oo FE o ſtedfaſtly plead his Satis 
iſcharge. This is all, chat he W 


from us; and upon this conditior " 
Toamt amy 


- xj 


5% fiee us from impriſonment, and ſeal us an ab- 
> dColute and full diſcharge, that ſhall fot ever 
ſtand good to all intents and purpoſes, And | 
>. thereforc Chriſt his calls in this caſe are (ach as 
6 theſe, Match. 11. 28. Come unto me all ye [ 
- #hatlabour aid are heavy laden, and 1 will give 
you reſt Ilai. 55. 1. Ho, every one that thirſtr, 
come nnto the waters, and be that hath no-ma- 
mey, come ye, buy and eats yea, come and buy 
wine and milk, without money, and without 
> Price. Rev. 22.17. Let bim that # athirft- 
come: and whoſrever will, let him take of the 

” "waters of life freely : and be aſſures us, Fobn 1. 
-. x2. that 4s many as receive him (upon theſe 
: terms) to them be will give power to become the | 
ſons of God: to them that thus believe on bis ' 
F; - Name: | And ſarely one would think this call 
* is worthy to be embraced, with all readineſs of } 
EO it and thanktulnefs. | 
Ss ring 'Chriſt calls to fincere and h:arty obc- 
7 I I eee his 'corminds, and fubjecion 'to 
ba [revealed "Will and Law : he calls ro take 0; 
mY yohr pod us, ard learn of bim, Mat: Kg '" 
27 rn tharof Boas to his 

*Naomi's winner A} + 
thou! muſt buy it oX 3 
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porthaſed for thee, and thou att. ficely "Ix 
| come tO it > buy know, that in the dy wheres, © 
þ in thou doſt this, thou; muſt allo ctpoule-me ; 
' to be thy Lord and Husband, and muſt ſos. 
" lemnly cnigage to behave thy (elf 2s a jc al 
faithful and: obedicnt wife.to me thou' if 3 
' take me&dvholly, as I am, onely, abſo! _ 5Y 
{ andeycrlaſfiingly, not only for a Prieſt tomake. ©. 3 
| atonemynt for chy Sins, and to ſanctifie and © 
| offcrthygitts.to the Father 3 but.as a Prophet,, ® 
to teacl}} ihee ſuch Laws, Statutes and Judgs. 4 
ments,.as. are. fit and.requiſite; for thee to;oby/, 2y 
ſerve; and.as a King, to rale and govern: * 4 
l thee by my Law: Thy heart muſt be my ;- 
4 Throne, -and thers muſt I fir, and <xtexcile: © 
my Authority, and. have thy. whole man.at. Y 
| command, This Chai(t calls: for ; | but Wa b.-4 
| too many: that (like-Bogz, his Kinſman) bave. _ © 
a-mind of the benefit and inheritance, ye rheas. 
ture their backs, and will rather let the inbes; = 
od © ritance. [£0; © arother,. than they will ;t w 
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Qbriſt his ca)ls arc burNawly inarkys + 
þ RUE relpe 23! coke My 
calls times (0-4 2 and: 
us Spout, when. the is dull, and; flug 
her work. ſomecmes che bu 
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Gods own eel aroiy Nlaty and flugpiſh, ci- 
thet laying aſide their ſpiritual work, or per- 
forming it lazily. - If they pray, they pray 
. hearrleſsly and careleſly, s if they mattered 
» notwhether they ſped or not. If they read or 
hear, they doit in too formal and cuſtomary 


a manner, not tiudying to@ppptit thereby. 
IF they come to the oi Pf Table, u come 
not with that appetite, and enjpaged defire 
', and cxpecation that they ſhould 3* chough 
indeed their wants are many and greaty yet if 
God ſhould put the ſamequeſtion to them, 
that he did to Elijab, What doft thou here Eli- 
-- jab? it would be hard for them to give a 
+ clear and particular anſwer, or a good ac- 
count of their being there. They have Sins 
enough to repent of, but yet the fight of 
Chritt bleeding and dying doth but little move 
or affet'them; They can look upon him 


whom- they have pierced, afid yet mourr but 
little over - him 3 chey can behold what Chriſt 


=> hath done and ſuffered, out of pure love to 
+ them, and'yct have lietle ſirrings of Joy and 
- *Thankfulne(s in their hearts. And as for 

nua} watch, they lec that fall, Fon 
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them, and take them in his net. 
carcfal and faithful CH 
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our Salvation , Gs in what danger we at; 
not only in regard of our enemies nth” - 
' neſs, but in regard of our lazy and fluj 
| poſture, which indiſpoſeth us for our work, > 
ahd gives advantage to our adverſary'y. he '} 
theretore calls upon us to awaken us, and © 
quicken. ys to 4 watch, and toour work's 
to our ch, leſt our enemy come and take us 
napping 3 and to our work, leſt the ; night come 
betore our work be perfeed. It 15a manifeſt 
token af Chriſt his care and faithfulneſs, thus ' 
to knock and call by awakening Ordinances - 7 
or Providgnces, when thus he finds us enclined 
to floath, or ſluggiſhneſs : and yet many : 
times. he is forced to call aloud before he can” 
make us hear. " 23 
7. Chriſt calls to open to him, and cake p art;” * 
with him of that rich feaſt, or banquet, w 
| he hath prepared and brings with him. Dov": 
| - lievers knowing their abſolute depe BY 
} upon Chriſt for continual ſupply of gractiat 
| comfort, they make their x«quelt tro Ghinth 
that he would come and make a fealt in their 
- Souls z that he would fill *theix, ith 
food and gladnc(s; that his-g6mlorts 
light their heart, whatey w the 
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me, my Sifter, my love, my dove, my wAdefiled- = 


and promiſing, as Rev. 3- 20. If any man will 
open to me, 1 will come in, and will ſup with 


him, and be ſhall ſup with me. Chriſt would 
not loofe his feaſt when he bath prepared it, 
nor doth he love tv eas bis morſels alone 1 but 
'defires the company of his Spoaſe, for whom 
he hath prepared them 3 and theret®fe calls, 
This was the caſe in the Text. + The Spoale, 
verſ; 16. of tix {orcgoing Chapter, h1d prayed 
For the revival of Grace im her heart, &hat the 
might be: prepared to reccive and entertain 
Chriſt; and bing ſo fixcd,begs his company. 


_ "Fhis requeli is granted, for Chriſt according 


to her requeſt comes, and delires to have the 
-door opcned'to him ; when Chriſt comes with 
Joad; of comtort, he many times tindes the 


| * door of the heart falt that againſt him, long 


knocks and calls b:fore he gain -admifton” 
| The Promiſes and Comforts of Chriſt ſtand * 
many-times long at the doors of our hearts be- 
- . fore'we opento, and receive them by faith 
- and mary an excuſe and put;bff will many a 
: ſoul make 2gainſt it felf, before it will be 
perſiw..ded to rectivethe-promiſes for its own 
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3 comfort yea ſometimes (o compliment rt, | 

by - and- «plead cxcufes, ' till Chiift in att a 

: withdraw, ard make the Soul long, and with F 
: (OG F 
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' 35a call from God, and cames with ſome MeF- 


| rit, cl 


Kod this FF a onexing)- 
is not the leaſt part of the Holy Ghoſts wo 
to dilcover in this Text. 

And thus have I ſhewed you ſome of thoſs. 
things which Chiift would have when:he 
knocks and calls. The lafi thing in the Ex- 
plication of the DoErine, is to ſhew what®.; 
are the ſpecial times of Chrifi his — 
and calling. 3 

To this I anſwer in general, That there i is © Fs 
no Dilpenſation of God that he exerciſeth 7] 
rowards us, but it hath ſomething of a all ., $ 
from God in it. Every Ordinance of Godz .. 


ſage unto us. Meſſengers are not ſent, but 
upon ſome meſſage or erxand. God's Minis. 
fters are his Mcſlengers, ſent unto us, with 
ſore word of Reproof, Inſtruction, Counſely ©; 
or Comfort. And therefore the Scriptures”: 
are ſaid to.be Profitable for Doctrine , Reproof, 
Correftion,and Infiruttion i in Faghteouſneſs, 2 Tis” 
13+ 16s A it.is God's word that his. Meſs - 
ſenges b , and therefore their | 
heed 


© 8 
' becauſe it jis a call or: F308 Y 
from God. Gal. Beer lecret impulle of the'd Eb” 
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= derfce that befals thee wi ther Mercy beftow- 
ed upon thee, or Aﬀfliion, is a Meſſenger ſent 
from God, and hath/fomething of a call in 
it, fomething that God would have thee to. 
= Hearn by it. Yea, evea thoſe common provi. 
> dences, whether of good or evil, that befal 
= , thee in common with others, they come with 
- ſome particular mcfſage to thee. A packet of 
4 Letters may be brought to a Town or place 
by one common Poſt or Carrier, but every , 
> ones Letter in particular comes about his own * 
"42 5 DF oecia buſineſs, though it come by the hand 
=- of the common Cairicr. So in common } 
Afictions or Judgements, though they come 
ina common way, and by a common hand, 
either Humane or Divinc, or in a common 
way of Frovidence 3 yet they come upon a 
particular errand, and about particular buſt- 
nels, to the particular perſons to whom they } 
arefſent. If they come to thee, know there- 
fore that they trave ſome particular meſlage to 
"thee from Heaven; and therefore labour to 
underſtand the Voice, and learn the Leflon. 
- Bat though there be ſomething of a call from 
- God in every paſſage of God's catriage towards 
us, yet there arc ſome ſpecial times where» ' 
-in God's calls are much ' more remarkable : 
þ. "and it would be of d ous conſequence 
ow or letfli ——— 
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* ap '- times «a5 "thelits. 
14 Chit his 'h and: calls'arc very 
markable:ander powenft oa reafwrcy cot 
P panied 'wich ſectedlitivings of” the Spirit, ar 
convidtions'of our-wwn Conſcieniges. 1-Gt 
[ qualifies «tid ſends forth his Miniſters to-preagh® 
the 'Goſpel unto/ithofe 40/Whom * he > (etids;? 
chem; «64 hach promiſed-to be with;cbem ul" 
| "ways, evento-the 'end of thei world, Mat 


| 19, 20s It-is his work thep-#re about; ted 


muſt Haveihis aſſittanceand tircionitidoutey 
: Work. | He muſt purwords'into.their Mou "A 
| -ſuch asm3y* acconpliſhiche end/andi dr 
. "for which» he ſends;thern coo fuch opeuſor 
| (Peoplev! &ndihencut is; that the tarthfuliMil 7 
; inifterFatid Seryanrs.ot+ Chrili , - are7not .* 
 «diverſly gifted and<qualitied for fo 
but thcpmad #HheSpwit of God-varigully ills 2 
| reQing-) —_——— or. emaightly, => 
according «8 "God" is pioated\iror rihe\, GAL =; 
them p4@td& mill chan AorvlPupdw: (ome F bc - S 
cculay-iwork! and: defigocl 4 Thereny I 
faithfub-Minittcr- of: Chih bara obitr 
«his in him( by ' frequent cxpert 
| an 6Stadics;" awd: pablick 
Now twhed) God oth by his: Spirit''in wx 
'thawggdianty 'manaer reviſe; cn): FEx Av 
1 v<eyhis/$irvans imchi6ir)? fades Wars 
13- MN en 4c 4ng** 
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IE WE , in their 
publick work, - at the ſame time the, Spi- 
I God is bak ie: af work , Ginving. with 
| to whom..this Mcſlage 3 is. lent, by 
impulſcs of: his- Spirit, and convidions | 
their Conſciences :- doubtleſs. this is a xe- } 
Ee ible £all-from Chriſt , and it would be 
of dangerous conſequence to let flip ſuch op- 
portunities, to iifle ſach Convictions, and to | 
quench (ach motions of. the Spirit. - An emi- 
nent inſtance we have of this, As 13. where. | 
we have Paxl at Corinth, inwardly preſſed-in | 
— * by Spirit, v. 5- and therefore warmed-in his" 
= Work: and the ſame Spirit was alſa buhe at | 


| 

work in the Hearts of his hearers 3 for wany |; 
pure v. 8. God encourageth-him, and. | | 
bids him not fear, . but go on boldly with. his 
7 may and he will be wich him, and defend | , 
; And. the reaſon was, becauſe God had |} | 

ab People in that City, V. 9, 10» This was | | 

\ Br time of Chriſt his calling ;-and | « 
Jew | 

: 

t 


4 oppoling the Apolle, and rejecting 
--.this call, proved of dreadful conſtquence to 


= them, v. 6. for the Apoltle left them, and 
® preached to the Gentiles, When Chaiſtby his | ; 
Fn really warms the Heart of: thaiMinilter | FT 
:. Io work, and withal ſends hisi$pizic.to | « 

ine Na to attend, 40 enlighten thy | « 
ORE a” 
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np $2 9s ns 7" Y 'V 
Jaditiens of fs att) eine is pollen; 
and to awake thy Conſcience, and make thy = 
Bowels' to ftir within om here he uk - 
Sg fe, Cant: Jo 5 5 k Is a Cl call: 
Fo Chridhy Ta 34 heed how Ss 2 refilt- % 
| eff irg or kefteſdir lip. 1 Y 
2+ Chriſt his Knocks and Cath are ext 4%, 
nent, under fpecial and retnarkable Pyovi : 
= The more eminent and remark y 
God's Providences are towards them ;* hat -— 
more loud and 66nfiderable are his calls ups? 2 
or thee. As fornifiance, | 4 41k Ling WOE 
x. Under vifible danger of Chiit his-tes"_ >... 
| moral or withdrawing, "If Chad ſhew figns* 7 
1. and tokens of \removing, it is'to' correc. our os - 
| fobimier megigenes, and to quicken us to. fay* 2 
faſter-hoJd apon' him. Thus i this- Chapter” © > 
| whereof the Text is part, the $ e4id þ 
too much' light” Chrift, 'in th the Fae, 
lazy that(ſhe would not ariſe to let Hitm'thy/ dz 
| therefore he' withdrew , and made 
him forrowing, with an aking' Heart. 
guiley' fetf-condenining ctnfeience;, lon 4 
tore the could finde him. Upon this : 
| icis that Chriff's' departure' from a 
people is trany tines gradual. = 
| depart on a ſtidden; Sr 


w, 
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wo WE; "TI 
we find he departed from the Temple of old, 
* aisevident in. Ezekzel's viſion, chapter 10. 11. | 
The glory of God tirſt removed to the door: 

ofi;the* houſe, trom thenee to the Mountain, 

= and then quize; away. If we have any bu- 

© hnefs with God, it is high time. co improve, 
”. our preſent oportunity, when God tells us by. 
# - fignes and tokens.;that he is removing, and: Þ 
ready to be gone. There is a wo immediate- 
v3 Hy lls upon that perſon or people from whom 


———— 
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od departs, when he. is gone, Hoſea 9. 13. 
Wo unto phe when I depart from them. And 
* therefore; the Ggnes, of God's departure- muſt | 
= nceds be ſtrong alarms to cauſe us ſpeedily to | 
E”*. ly bold upon God before he depart. Theres. | 
- . Fore faith he Pxophet, Iſai. 55-6. Seek ye the } 
” JLord while be may be found, call upon bim while 
be js neer. 1 
1,32 When God hath for ſome time with--/ 
awn,bimſclf, and afterward for ſome little// 
hath returned again, and manifeſted his: } 
ce or nearneſs : this'1s a loud call to | 


ove our time, and while it is called (0 
fo hearken, and not harden our hearts., 
le cad in the parable 'of the barren Fig-tree,, 
b, " Eake 13-16, © ce | that when the owner had, | 
b : Wes years expeQing, fruit, ayd found. 
4 mg ; that the Te; be ce, 
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bo on be , he 
Va | 
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at M., coarcrtis of his & Y: 
ln he ſpares it owe year longer, and takes m 
r pains with ic that year-than he had done x 1% 
L other years beforez and if then it beaythot * 
" fruit, it muſt be cut down without ret 
e | If after our many years barrenneſs iti" A 
y.4 Orchard, and his threatning' to cut us YA 
d. he takes more than ordinary pains with v 
p- by his Word, Meſſengers, and Spirit, ſeemir 
n more eminently and vilibly to-return to . 
J. for ſome ſpace, to dig about us, and dung 4 F 
4 this is a loud call from him to improve\th ug | 
& preſent opportunity, left he cut us down 
o.1 there be no ſervant to ſtand in the yy OF 
= | fpeak a word for us. God's Ee are ..- 
be } his Husbandmen; and if-God: threaten to» 


le: 4} cut down any” Tree, they cry- out, Lord (pare. > 
41 italittle longer, Jet us-take a lictle- more paſes > 
1). with it; and then it will not be fruitful we 


le} will hold our peace :'and/if bereupon! God 
is} do for ſome time ſpare, and yet.no- Fruity 
to | brought forth, that Tree will be-in great'd 7 x 

; gerto becurſed, and devoted to the fire 2 
s..1 once God ſay to his Miniſters as once he 4 


Jeremy, Jer. 7. 16. Pray not thou for uh 
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2d} ple, neither A wp prayer nor cry, 'for T's 
*\ bear-#bee 3 luch Tabu mati needs dead. 
ne 1 tion 2:and cheretfore' if our time"be hue - 
utes © 0 pats, it. is _” 

at D 3 : 4.58 
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” jtſlip , ft God-Cwear in ; wi. - i we 
ſhall. not ener into .bis.xelt... . We fandeithar- © 
S- and publick-(pirited « man, Exra, chap. g- 
; wyrtg trembling and aftaniſhed at fuch 
| this ; God had puniſhed hisipeoplc 
* þy a ſeventy years Captivity for their fins;.and 
- - now for alittle time grace had been ſhewed co 
them. from the Lord,.o give them a weil in 
his SinQuary, and ſome tokens of his favour, 
vigble preſence 3, but now. they begin to - 
fo « ot old courſe of Gnning, and mil- 
- 4mprove this day of grace : this makes Egreto 
tremble, and fit down aſtoniſhed. And (ee | 
what he faith in his Prayer to God, verſe 13, if 
be | nag that is come upon us for onrewil deeds, 
” fering that thou our God baft puniſhed ws leſs 
ban our iniquities deſerve, aud. baſt given w | 
-  fwob. deliverance as this : ſhould» we again break, 
is: -  $hy commandments —+— Wouldft not thon be 
4 angry with ws, wntil thow badG defiroyed ws, jo | 
be t there ſhould be mo remuant nor eſcaping ? | 
arly -intimating, how dangerous a it 
4s; to ſhut our car againſt ſuch acall as 
Xo 
Br. Choifts Call is cmincnt under great mer- | 
cicy"(pixitus] or cemporal largely: beſiowed | 
= The more largely God's hand. is 
/ | to thee in; Bountics, the:more: ia is 
is Knack .and (Call to thee Ginny 
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"| his {oubtofeturato is rn 1 Coos” | 
"Meernt bye (3. e.- unto thy God, for God: 7 
; is the” only true and perfect reſt of. the Sq 
0 my ſoul : for the Lord bath dealt : 
with thee. ' And if in this calc thoudhut thiat+ * 
out, or turn & deaf carto his call, the gfeater\ . 
will be thy fin : we finde therefore the 
of God often aggravating the fins ofmewtrom ©; 
thiis confideration; as inthe caſe of Deviden Bm. E.. 
mel 12. when he had finned in the HZ 
 VUriab, God ſends Nathan tohim, whothai "of 
(peaks to him from the Lord, ver. "9 ,Blgif: 2 
anointed thee ki ug over Iſrael : and'F tient. 
thee from the band of Saul ; I gave thet thy maar 
 fleri'bouſe, and thy maſters, wives into-thy: ban®: 
ſome, and 'gave thee the houſe of Iſrael —_—_—y 
Fudab : And f that bad been 60 little, Ini 
moregver bave given thee ſuch and ſuch thi 
wherefore —, baſt chow deſpiſed the comb 
ment of the Lord, 24 do:eviliia So—y _—— 
This -made David's kin wondertully»ig 
| and (o is ita moſt (ad aggravation of any matt J ; 
fin : Sec how God- glcads: with his:Cl = 1 
| Dent. 32. upon this account, Do yu" | 
quinine tbe Loyd # Why, what dt os ; 
tor them ? 9) KC, hes by 
> HM "them, his Pre had: been, 
| 1 5 - 7% | 
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A *. wonderfully <idthews ; and, his dec 
 hadibeeri wonderful cowards them 5 .and-that = 
- theicfore they ſhould grow+fat and kick,. was: 
BE "rom and intolerable affront, and; would: 
tal m. the 1oe,. arid cherefore witheth, 
- that'they would be.-wiſe to conſider their. later 5 
7 end; et us/ therctore think of this, whom God, 
# hath ſo (very way) loaded with blcfſings. 
2 »4- Chriſts calls. are remarkable, when; his 
ments. are-terrible 3- when, the terriblene(s 
= aFGods. Judgments do manitcli. the, heat of. 
Gods wrath, then.itiis high tme,.to know 
> the voice of the rod, and who bath appointed it», 
We read Amos 4; God threatens: todramwahem 
Freed with  fiſh-vooks, and caſt: them o98,,ok 
- *their:own land, begaule of their. incorrigibley, | 
- Heſs undcr (his Judgments: : be. had ſoand fo, 
© puniſhed them for their fins, and yet they, had 
> mot xctutned to the'Lord, . and therefoxe..he. 
bf weuld-d6 thus with-them, verſ- 12+. And, what 
' follows? (mark) Aud becauſe 1 will ds thus wnto. } 
 " thee, therefore prepare to meet thy God, O-Iſrach | 
' This: was 2 loud call, without any more de- 
* lays to prepare to meet God. The'lame Pxo- 
_ puts this quetiion in the Negative, which 
: thewore ſtrongly athrms, Amos 3-i6«. Shell a. 
be blown in tbe City, and #he: people 
Is? When Gods Judgmepts: topnd 
2 of an __— that hath mo 
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5. When the meaning of Gods Jeal 
with us is plainly and legibly written i =1 
forchead of, Gods \diſpenſations towards; us, - 
the more loud and intelligible 1 is his call. When 2 
the finger of God in his Providences- plainly -* 
points at our carriages, ealie to be read\and. :- 2 
underſiood, this makes the call more cleas, ty 
and us the- more inexcuſable if we take not... 
notice of it. .Sometimes a, man may. p ay.» 
read his fin that God (mites. at, in his punifhe * 
ment : as David might read his {in of ay 
and Murder, iu Abſalom's Rebellion, and : 
with his Concubines, Sometimes ut Wd \ | 
+ ;putſucha ſtop to us in our fin, aud take away” 
\ the very occaſion, of our. fins,. or the, want 
1 whereby we in, that we may-plainly; iG 
cogreQing ſuch a lin in-us.. Sometimesagy 
the circumitances of the pyiſhment 
point at the cauſe of them, as herein che Texts. * 
Chriſt - his. immediate departure,-- after the © 
Spouſe her complemental excuſe and: aefulat 
to open to-him, did moſt clearly-point 
lin;to Moi and.(no queſtion) was 
ter. awd biting ting upon her Con 
Sometimes there comes og 
mtmnetgons of the cauſe of $ : cofro 
along wich the aflition, God whiſpers 
FF FT »* 
.-- 3 200" ” P_ . 
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RET; Wy 
-  isfor _—_ a fault 3 and wheg theſ (ee 
out thus, they axe loud from Chriſt to 
darken to Inſtruction, and tojbow ous car to 
line. "Thar faying of Elibu#s verycon- | 
fiderable for this purpoſe, Fob 36. 8, 9,10, 
ile If they be bound infetters, and bolden'in 
cords of afflition : Then be ſheweth them their 
work, and their tranſgreſſion, that they bave 
» exceeded. He openeth their ear 0 diſcipline, 
=> end commandeth them to depart from iniquity. 
=” If they obey and ſerve bim, ab they ſhall pend 
”  Cbeir days in profperity, and their years in plea» 
*& fare. But if they obey not, they ſhall periſh by | 
+. whe ſword, and ſhall dye without knowledge. 
© And therefore it muli needs be of dangerous 
quence, to turn the deaf ear to fuch a 
We al call as this is Thus remarkable Provi- | 
4 fn are a loud call from Chriſt tv 'opemto 


= & Chriſt his calls are remarkable, when he 
cores upon our calling and inviration 3 when | 
'we'from a ſenſe of his abſence have' e 

for his coming, and he in anſwer to 
our prayers doth corhe, and fiands Knocking 
at'the doors of our hearts 'far admiſſion and | 
_ <mtextainment4 this call 15 very loud, 'and our | 
;  -elulal to open, would 'be moſt unworthy. | 
2, us withe very caſe. in the Text, and there-" 
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prayed - that Chaiſt mn one Þ 
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Ir . 
e | and ſhe adept: toariſe to open to him» and © 

, | therefore he withdraws in a diſcoment , as... 

' | well he might. If therefore upon our = 
4 | neſtpraycr Chiift come and knock-at the 

»- | of oar hearts, cither by his Qsdipances--or - > 
y | Providences, let us not ſtand dcbating whe» - 

. 1 ther we ſhall let him in or not, whatever * 
” ' ſtare we bein, though naked in our bed 2 0 ; 
a | this is a ſpecial time of his coming, . 

- | be unkindly taken, if he finde not 

d | according to his invitation. 


4+ When Chaſt his calls are accoblife 
wid @ great deal of carneſinels. aud\ax 
tunity. Whcn Chriſt is in fo. very;gead: 
ack, that he wocs and intreacs/and wi 
no denial 5 this is a loud , becauſe:an exneft 
call, and-argues that he is come very: gh,» 
ven to the vcry door.. Therefore the: un, Ki 
| res means 0 cloſe wich duch © mw 
OfPornamit y a5 this, Yai. 5 5. 6. Seckge 1 
while be my be Jouns, anda þ m. 
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> Þews meer. This was the caſe of. the: Spouſe 
5” 20 the. Text.” Chrit was come to her door, 
>” and not onely tiood there knocking, but by 
all the fricndly compc!ſations imaginable. en- 
= .deavoursto periwade her to let him-in;'Open 
20 me, my fiſter,mey love, my dove, my wndefiled. 
And when this will not do, he comes near to 
the doar, and puts in his finger by the hole 
2 of the door, as though he would make- a for- 
> cible\entry 5 intimating his earneſt deſire to 
have admiſſion ; and therefore it was un- 
Ra done of her to keep him out, and coſt 
her #car before he did come in. And fo it 
$.. may be with thee. 
15. When Chrilt his Locks are wet with the 
vs of the nighr,then arc his calls earneſtand 
zortunate,and it. will be of dangerous conle- 
ence to keep him out. This is the argument ' 
= avhich Chriſt makes ule of in the Text, Open to * 
: i ; Why fifter, my love, my dove, my undefiled : for | 
head is filed with dew, and my locks with 
20 s of the night. Many things may be 
IT Jachided in this argument, and all of torce to { 
” .pexfwade her to let him inz and making the 
- argument more ſtrong and forcible, make the 
” call tobe ſo much. the louder, and the denial 
# the more' unreaſonable. The words may be 
taken ina good ſenſe : My bead is filled with 
| nr locks with the drops of tbe = 
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come: fill fraught with 411 tnanner' of 
n_ gs and Bencfits,. that may tend to-the- 
| chico; refreſhing, and cradtifping of bros, 
f ſpirityal man; There is nothing wanti | 
3 j me co. make thee perfeR)y and” every way: ſe 
; py »onely te mez;and let.me in : and; then - 
) thou hat made pPaywuteer of- all that is thbuey - 
and all that is i me. ;.) What is not; 
. in_me,;ſhall not betwantiog to thee gd 
) opeps tome by Faith, and; let me in- And ths 
- | truth is, all our <mptineſs and penury 
ſeth.. not froin- any, want or defect 'in Je 
Chriſt, in him all fulneſs dwels 3 but: fromithue 
ſelves, becauſe; we. open not to, him: And - 
| thus] undextiood » they arc: an anſwer tough a 
Spoule, her prayer,; Chapter 4- 16.  Amake;@ 2 
north wind, and come#bou;ſaurb, and! ah: p- 
on my garden, that tbe fpices zhereof may w Wat - 
She prays: tor +the, breathings of t 
wherchy her. Graces might! be Sz ne. 
made more active, . and i odoniferoas4:1 ian 8, 
| this Chaiſt, anſwers, that the.onely way-ta'ol 
fain this in_the - cx cat aud. tuloels' of "it 
' is £0,, open. to him-;by; | Faith,z and. let: 
| into, the Heart, ard if the» willy aaa; # 
| he affures her that;he brings all falneſs:29h- © / 
grace and. bicflings with him , this Very. ae pe 
and locks. are filled; -wichy,chem 5. d-< 
yen mokt full ©—r— y 
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applied as awan{wer toher-prayes, and {- 
_- - might welFhave' the force of a Joud call in her | 
”. cars ,fufficient to raiſe her, though laid down | 
f her caſe But the words may@lfo be j 
in a bad fen(e, _—_—_—_ 
| ndbueing which Chrift'had underpoite in 
to her info dark and! wet @Tiighit, and 
L-- thatfill he did'endure by fanding out of doors. | 
£ it6.the wet, and dark, and cold.  Av'i6 Chriſt 
hid ſaid, O-mydearch Spouſe? thouy by*th 
- Prayer, which ſo lately thou didſt fend*''to 
me, didft importune my company and help';_ 
and out of that rrueaffeion which Fhave'for 
thee #and commiſeration of thy condition, 
have undertaken this long and tedious Jonr- 
ney, wherein I am benighted 3_ the way hath: 
beenivery foul, ( for F have trodden the Wine- 
- preſs of God's wrath: alone\, have endiired | 
” much perſecution in my own perſon, and the 
= paxſons of my Miniſters, and- much (contra- 
| of finners againſt my ſelf z it kh'coft 
"x my dearcf heatts blood to make my way 
=  tothee) and theiweather hath been very wer, 
* fronny, and. tempeſtuous, ſo that 'F'am' wet 
= toithe vey Skin, not a dry hair upon my 
head; and: the night hath been and is very | 
- dark, fo dark, that it made me'cry out, My 
b. God, my-God, why hoſt"thou forſakgume # and 
3 _ - coopogd Randar t 'dhor' inf this | 
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am iy, and how bad aid dangerous it is a 3 
my. health-to. fiand here in. ;this- 
and da nbt ſo far forget thy. xelation- to, me, 
thy late requeſi, the pains and hard(h hich * 
I have: cudured,: and do endure, and x he 
procal Aﬀedcion which thou -oaghtelt to be 
unto me, as to ſuffer me-to ſtand; here out.) 
doors, bat*ariſe, quickly and."open to, Mee. 
thou haſt. any; pity or commileration /1n. 
heart, ſhew it now to- meithy. beloved Hee 
band, | And what could be faid more, to 

the argument. preſſing and-cogent ? and there+” 
fore mali-neceds: Ng the _ of a 
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of: the Doctrine That tobe lazy/and A 
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veſsand unthankfulneſs, 'but we hereby maini- 
feſt. wonderfu] - hypocriſic and diffimulation:; 

- Weimportune aud intreat Chriſtto come "into 
our Souls 3 and (if our words were'ts be taken 
” - "inptayer) we ſhew our ſelves to be 'Very car. 

© meſtly 'defirous of his company, and that'we 

= ſtand-in great/necd of his help, and therefors 
wilf take no denia}, but. intreat'»again' and | 

# Ar laſt Chrifi yields, | cbtifefits, -and} 

ying alide all other bufine(s)* comes; litfle} 
queſtioning but to- finde us in 4 readineſs to 
receive 'him'4- 'or however, / willing e& open 

-to'bim when he knocks atid-calls; is zegard } 

wetave ſo earneſtly invited him. Therefore 

now 'at his' coming-to hnde the: doors that; 
we fo careleſs of his company as* not t&'watch | | 

- "for him one hour; aod: whey he knocks 'atid | 
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* © Bow ſhall Tput them 0n?: I bave waſhed my' feet; 
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his” pains and-coming, whaj greater unkind: : 

neſs, *or' manifeſt! token! o I 

Wal ty © and -hypocrific can" be*(hewed'? 

nei tay Chriſt ſay, 'O Spouſe though thy [ 
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a true view of our own'fizte, and fre how-- 
fi we 'aro for the entertainment 6f' Jeſus: 
Chrift, ſee what the Holy Ghoſt fark; bf:y6®- | 
Exech. 16. there he teNs thee thy pedigree,” 
verf; g« Thy father was. 4 Amorite; utdl* | 
mother an Hittite,” a curſed broodyof a curk 
tock. ' He' tells thee 'allo che mariter of « 
| nativity; 2nd in what poſtace God found 
verſe 4, 5- a naked and: wrereched infant, 1 
| out ic 1tF gbar-dlood/and Mines, fiohe , 
pity or do any neceffary office of kindneſs: E 
| chiee'y #nd '1n this pofiure and condition Ge t- 
| fotrad thee, and fer his-loye aport lice; | "= + 
| there was bothing t0/be'[cch” that 'wis fovily +. © 
in thee” ou; 4 apoor beggar, t that-hib ” 
| neither theat for thy bety; not bye 
| thy nakedne(s,” hor a'permy of 'Money 
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* ber aAponioxs ht whit! wpoy beret? Alt $þis. , 
agd\ mpre,than -che..tongut-of- Mgn\or:Avgels-; | 
caniexptel3, hath Chiildove-for thee, who. 
- aa moſhunworthy: wretch 3 and therefore; if 
© now-when he comesand:@alls;:\2yingyrOÞemto | 
” me, ny fter, wy lot, my dave, my wndefiled,"GCCc. ; 
7 - that-aow-chou ſhopideſt make- fuch+ a ſaucy | 
7 andlight avſwery Ihave pur off. my coats, bow. 
 fpll1put themon# Ihave waſhetlony feet, baw 
”  fhalb, I. defile them #. this. may juſthy make ; 
” Chak t@xcpcnt of ;þis match, and. .thexefore 
oh: dangerous 'conſequence. We, reads Luke, 
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ply words, but might finde preſent admiſfign 
and'ready entegtainment : why ECG 
not*come? Now” a refufal or flighty we 
in this cafe will (carcely*be* born 3 heb 
. of Relation” rear double' the force'v : 
Argument, '/ refore un indneſ 'o) | - RE 
pore relations, Ad a, —__, oroking al KS 
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3 rc to deny to open to Chriſt, - when thus he 
calls, and pleads fuch an argument as. this, 

needs be highly provoking; .and of dan- 
Ex conſequence. 

'2. He wgoes and intreats from the lone 
{> and reciprocal affection that was betwixt 
- My Love, my Dove, my wndefiled. Oh, 
: bf what ſweet compellations ! How can theſe be 
=” denicd? And ſurely Chriſt is in good carneft, 
| doth noc diſſemble or flatter. Doth Elib 
A » Job 32- 22+ I kyow not bow 10 give flattering 
® rieles, for in ſo doing my Maker wonld ſoon taks 

”" ., me away? And do you think that our faithful 

ord and Husband Jeſus Chriſt would flatter 
difſemble ? Surely, no : He is real there- | 
0c. in theſe (ſweet and heart-melting com- | 
-* pellations, - which are expr«ſſions. of Love 
coming from his very heart. My love,my dove, 
wndefiled. * As it Chriſt ſhould have (aid, 

Q art ſhe, whoſe heart js joined to mine in 


n of lincere and cordial Aﬀe: Mans I have (ce 
my. love _onely upon thee, and, have choſen = -Y 


FAX . 
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by out .of the world;to be my Spouſe, | 
toved thee with an eferlaſting ts and thire- 
E: with loving kintdneſi bave I drawn thee 2 
I fy ow that chow baſh a ea kigdpels and 
-— Epc. bo þ 2 ok rags dye tw 
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night. *, Te. in the eyes, of ;tha,.. 4 

world ow altogether lovely. Oh ins F, 
let not” {ſoath and drowzineſs fo far prevails. 
and make thee to forget thy love to me;, by 
my love to thee ( which 1 I have given t 
and frequeht aſfurance of ), as to tuffes, 
ttand here in the wet and cold,” A 
hard- hearted Wife could refit ſucha- 
micltidg Argument as, this? Yea oy art 
Dove. *Dovesare kind to, and mourn, ſorc for. = Y 
the abſence of one another : Thy mate, Oy 
Dove! 15 .at the door, and wilt: thou 
him 1n ?, Yea further, thou art my oder 
my .chaſt Spoule z | cannot. think tha tt 
heatr is'in the leaſt alienated from Mey 
upon aby other Lover: I am not, jealok 

| thee, and therefore ſhew thy co 

| Jloyaltyby opening unto me, that 1 
have occaſion of jealouſte, left in mine 1 
ſenTe thy heart ſhould be taken with ſomev--, 
ther Lover. If this argurnedt will not work 'y 
whit may Chriſt think ? Would it not then'®”s © 

@ be of dangerous conſequente todo that, .w 
may give. occafion of jealouhie, ta of 
and Hugband ? and therefore Bhi: | 
ld "needs be trac... | 

e. Wooes,. ard 
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- every diity or, work he puts, us 
E611 her Kore, that bis bead was 
Fitts dew, and by' tacks with the drops of 
bt.” Which bejng taken in a good ſenſe 
"Wa noted before) imports, that Chriſt 
=flf fravght 'with blcfings and benefits, 
rp hair of his head'bur would afford ſome 
3 4) p'of cornfort or benefit, which would make 
y IFf6r the pains which ſhe ſhould be at, in 
a opcning to tits. And if we read 

28 'he tell'us, that If azy man will, open 
Rare; be will come in and ſup with them, 

with bim. There is E.mphaſi S and 
Shen every word, he would come in. This 
WS condeſcoion in him, was a ſufficient 

3-of her painsz it was a great ho- 
each a gueft ſhould come under hex 
of. That (uch a gloriqus perfon as Chrift, 
3s *Ged equal with the Father, and before 
m the very Angels cover their faces with 
4, 4s not able to bebold bis Glory. 
war ch glorious perſon as this is, ſhould 
Sco/fach a {moaky: cottage, as that of 
2 is wonderful condeſcention,, and 
honour enough put upon the,Spoulſe, 


| 7 oy to him, But his is not' ull, 
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tes us to our ek {ul we 2 arc face to be. 


langly recompcnes, her la- 
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with ) 'hould have his eompariy, %a -* 
his preſence; Þ whoſe preſence is fulndſf' W; Ys 
ond ot whoſe right band are pleaſures for' 3 
more. | And ſurely his company 'is no little: © 
worth, and that the her-{(@f being jutlge 
elſc wherefore doth the {9 barvelty pray TY 
Cant. 4-2. 16. Fruition 15 that which/Tove 
Jhbours atccr, and which alone gives! 
faction and reit to 'the motion of tove." 
might now enjoy her beloved, whictF(he hall * 
{o carneftly panted afrer, and long Jof : 
and ſarcly her pains in rifing' and win 
him coald not be fo great, us to" overs 
the benctic and defireableneſs of this 
But yet this is not all, che wotild ſap + 
Oh wonderful condeſeetion !! Lf 
of Glory take, and be content with « 
ſupper as.can be provided for bim' 1-1 ul 
poor beggarly Cottage 'as man's Heaze 
there any diſh there that can plealf 
content to him? Have we any thibg ps { 
be 571 thit 'will feaſt Chit? *Oti't 

uickly, and let him haye fe without Fel 

for, "4 be fure, there Cvbrking wy E 
worth” rlic having, but what '1s:of his”! 
fending'io: and it is no becrer, i pry 
— drug. To | rUIST' 

ot colee. 
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t t is, be rekrelhed with the frvjtfulnes 
3 ht be nh of -our Graces, as is evident 
« 5- 1- but we. ſhall ſup with him, *that is, 
28 'will fcaft us with his comforts and bene- 
Ee. 2M Chriſt never comes empty handed, but 
*he brings ſuch bleſſings and benetits with bjm, 
as by their excellency and (uitableneſs, will 
©, Not fail abundantly to reireſh our ſouls, and 
” Wherewith the Soul will be [atisfied as with 
- marrow and fatneſs, as David was, Pſal. 63+ 
546- Chriſt never comes 10 unto any foul, 
that Hucexely opens to him, but he 2akes them 
#1to bis Bangzeting bowſe, and bis banner over 
fame oye He (tays them with flaggons, and 
orts them with apples, Cant. 2. 4, 5: 
udantly ſotisfies them with the fatneft of bis 


T pleaſures 3 for with bim is the Fountain 0 

and in bis light we ſhall ſee light. Plal. 
6. 8, 9, And will not hem Chriſt's Feaft 
ke amends for our pains in opening to 
0? But you will ay, What can Chriſt 
with him io ſuch dark and ſtormy wea- 
? Read but Lake 14. 17+ It is «Re 
me, Come, for a all things are now preat —_ 
wanting that may 1 no park pa 
call, g things. 106,59. © bY 

1 Need as ho. os ago 
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E and makes then drink of the river of 


pact. po Lit 
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acer 2h” bs Oe I 
to nile and cat? "not "hrs ts King 
Feaſt ( if- it were nothing but fe mg 
of it ) make amends for thy pains in 


You ſee therefore what force this nog? $ 
hath every way to prevail with her to ariſe 


and open to him and can we think ourde. 
nial will be well taken ? 115, af 
Let me onely adde this confideration wore, © 
from this laſt expreſſion, Luke 4. 17. 'Colilty F 
for all things are now ready. Chxitt hath btn © 
at great care and charges'to provide a Royal © 
and ſuitable Supper for us, ( not ſuitable to 
our deſerts 3 for then it would” be a ' miſerable 
one 3 but ſuitable to our need and neceliity ') 
wherein no variety is wanting, that may ei- 
ther nouriſh us, or truely ſatishe us, and make 
us happy and all things are now 'p d. 
and in @ readineſs ſo that if you 
and that quickly, Supper will be ſpoiled; amd 
all his labour and charge will be loſt; - 
will he take this well at your hands porn ng 
No, v. 24+ None of thoſe that were bidde 
tafte of my Swpper, ſince they make ſo lighief 
its And yet rather than I will warit” gael 
for my Table, and my Supper be loſt,” Exwillt” 
ſcnd into the bedges and high-ways, and Colm. 
pel. others to come in > but as for 2 thoſe ano 
made (o-Jighe of it, they thall-not aflc lies. | 
EE, {ad will it Me: oul chat +'Þ/ 
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be ſhut our from ; Cheit's Supper. Is it | cok 
” not then of - es conſequence to exclude F 
; Chrif&-when he knocks ind calls; calls; and theſe 
© Feet; and heart-melting arguments. (;flow- 
T Gon the higheſt degree of loveand con- 
+ deſcention ) are turned back with an unkinde | Let 
> {though complementing ) denial? 1 Ge 
ct... A Argument to prove that -to refuſe to coal 
+. oger'to Chrift when he knocks and calls, may my 
* deg! -q7 conſequence, eſpecially whet the 
| is in an{wer to our prayels, may of 
Hf be, from' the. unreaſonableneſs of all fea! 
| 'that may be pretended. as: the reaſon or 
> of our fluggiſhneſs and ſloth. Itis true, when wh 
A we Should do any thing for Chriſt that may gir 
"4 us any pains or trouble, the fleſh is "FT 1s 
raj fl andabundant in producing ſhifts a 

aules to hide and. cover our backwardneſs to 
unwillingneſs: :and indeed , fo apt are tru 
We to favour out ſelves, that the meanck and tet 
- wok * mes agen excuſe, ( to us") ſcems to | | no 
” cares h.cnough of rcafon , to render thi 
als and 'commands of Chrift unrcaſona+ FF mv 
ol our refula}: plauſible. 1f we look Þ. 
ſdvcoiche Text, we.ſhall finde-the Spouſe 
2 Tug 'Þ Ion aarcaſonable ,\\that che very 
. e makes uſc of, arc {o far from 
s, that ,if right-conclubons 
'O > thaw ey yg 
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©, 4 —_— Be" "RL LE OE Oye.” wy 
coalluirs abriſ NNE an cxaiſe,h ha I 
4 Ana ar che beft; rhey. are but frivolans thilts | 
to excuſe her ſluggiſhnets.” And (indeed) fuch -.-* 
_ are all the excutes which: the ff makes; a- . 8 
gain} -rhe .calls and commands oft - Chriſt, == 
Let us alictle examine them. and you. will > 
ſc the weakneſs of thew, I bave put off my 
coats , bow ſhall I put them on £ Lge wants þ 
my feet. bow fpall 1 defile them * Putting off 
the Coats, intimates. to us, the laying atide 
| of her watchtulneſs, as being free from the 
fear of any danger, and no longer expecting 
or ' waiting for the company of. any 
whereas the keepmg ot our Garments laſt 
irded to us, implies the contrary, And this 
15 the argument that ſhe pleads, why it" was 
an impoſſible thing tor her to ariſe and open 
co Chriſt. "But is this good argaing 4 o_— 
truely enquired into, arid laid down in 
terms ? "Lhave laid aſide my watch, | 
' no further company | of Chriſt this wi 4 
ther do I'much delire it, but had- > JS 4; 

my 'reft.- of 
Is this thethar but now , m a (enſe6of $ep+- © 
want;had begged ſo carneſtly for Chrit*g come. .,- - 
payy, wes ib delirous to-be 7 
wik right nor tinde- ber a 

alwe ibbe 5 
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+. - Rand together; and yer both come forth c 

*. _ the ſame month. Was her dcfire of Chrigf *: 

” .thenfogreat? and is her love to Chriſt now}” 

+ -focold? Would ſhe then have Chriſt to comet . 
Cand calls him ber beloved, the beloved of berf __ 
ſow! ) and will ſhe not now watch for hin 5 
one hour? but hath laid by her Coat off - 
watchfylneſs, as though ſhe never looked for hy 
him, or cared for his company ? yea, will not his 
gird on her Coat of watchfulnels, now whenſ |, 
Cariſt Rands at the door ? but her coat is off, fro 
and ſhall not be put on again that night. May Ar 
not the Spouſe be aſhamed to own ſuch a fay 

ument as'this? was it not her fin to lay} he 


her watch, when ſhe had begged Chrift's 
| apy and will ſhe excuſe one fin withi Fo 
"4 ? excuſe her preſent floath with her un-x 
.watchfulneſs? Might ſhe not have more rea-} 
ny xg thus? I may put on. my" Coath __ 
Mr” me enough, ſince my beloved Husband| ane 
"* hath; found foe io this careleſs poſture;.and 

\  eamnactched, regardleſnefs of his coming, When 1 
» © have ſocarncſily prayed forit. And ahw#xhe 
* Argument would conclude againſt her and 
- gnp6excuſc for her. But againz{ have. laid 
ny watch, how ſhall I take ic' up again ? 
is the Devil, and all the Enemies of th 
a the time. T 


a 


/ 1 . © , a 


tobreak tad a feat? "A 
L a fot to x hroogh all. fear and arc 
and to conpole thy (elf fog reft-? bh 
'of ſpiritual war and danger over? Or rather, 
- art not thou in-greateſt danger, wheo'Chriſt 
| hath ſer thee ypon thy watch, and himſelf s 
abſent from thee ? Some ſuch thoughts farely 
' thou hadft, 'whcn thou fo earneſtly prayed for 
his company, Art thou not aſhamed to have. * 
the Captain of tby Salvation to finde thee off a 
from thy watch, in ſuch a dangeroustinne? © 
And wilt thou think to exgale this thy liniand 
fault, by. telling him that it is im for 
' thee tg put on thy coats, and. ftand to thy 
| watch, now when he is come? Oh; unzea# | 
| ſonable arguing ! Oh ſhameful excuſe!» Its. 
| a wonder that thou doſt- not. bluſh atahe- 
ſhamefulneſs and unreglonableticls of ' thing. 
ow arguing, and that thine own Conſcience 
and ſenile pf guilt doth not retort back thine _ 2 
own; argument againſt thy ſelf. - » + 40145 © 7 
And: truely the ſecond part of her OR - 
no bettexy but i in ſome reſpe&s.worles. Þ 
waſhed. my: feet, bow ſhall I defile ? 
wathing teet in thoſe hat Conntries, was 
\ £o ſupple them, and clear them from d rack 
ſweat, ar reft and; chriidendl 
they. Son tf the, better rake theix! els. by 
wearys" So that 


(Fa 


here heed WE 2 weary with ting wah | 
Lbouriog all day, and now have laid afide ull 
my work; andon purpoſe and defigne; tha 
+ Imight'take the more full and” quiet reſt , 
© Have waſhed my feet, and am'compoſing un 
| Ml for reſt : and therefore it is unreaſonabl 
to call me out- of bed now to defile my feet, 
Let us a lictle weigh the argument, and yo! 
ſhall (ce, how inſtead of making for her as aaf 
excuſe, it makes ftrongly againſt\ſer. * Ts 
Chriſts work {o weariſome and irk(ome, we | 
ſhe'is now ſo weary of it, that (he muſt 
ly and defignedly lay it alide'? was it abt | 
2D ha to beweary of well-doing ? And is the ny 
= now (o bold and daring in fin, as toplead; 

+ thi& as an argument to prove Chrift unreaſo« 
- mable-in calling her to her work again ? Doth} 
Chriſt lay, Bleſſed are they that at bis coming Lind] 
"  Grſuall finde ſo doing ? And may not ſhe be}, 
- alhamed to be'found idie, and that upon bY 
} _ deliberate thoughts ? She cannot ſay that' this' 
> faggifh fit was a ſurprize, arid that ſhe was 
> Oycttikcn againſt her will :* for ſhe deliberated | 
* ahqureit, deſigned it, and'in order her 
4 2quict- ref}, had waſhed her Ret 3 #nid | 
| may be aſhamed of it , r= 
W- _—_ and LU 
+l More an *s 1 Nnead TI 1 
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4 Sho 6indeed. (3 hamed.”"tc 
Chriſt comein and ſee how little workſl 
done 3 but: little reaſon to complain of her 
wearinel(s with., doing  Chrif's work. Bat 
this is not all; for her, refuſal is moſt ſhame» 
lels , in_ that fhc,accounts it a defiling of hes + 
feet to ariſe and open to Chriſt. And is this © 
ſo? That which ſhe calls a waſhing of her 
feet, in reaſon might rather be accounted: 
defiling, them, than her riling to. open fo [ 
Chriſt 3 that was her fin, but this is her | 
That ſhe raight be aſhamed of , but (this: 
need not. The dirt of :Miction, and di 
culty in duty, may calily be wiped off x = 
the filth of fin is.not facabily:wathed off: 'no-+ 
thing but the blood of Chril can cleanſe from 
this, and ſhe muſt open a and let. him in, befare- 
this can be done.” And. therefore, 'if ſhe hay. 
undexftood what ſhe:had ſaid, ſhe might- 
been aſhamed of (uch: an argument a8. b 
but that. perſons ſhame at. noching, chat may - 
aes/ thelcaſt wages of exculc.y hen thy >a 
mindful to doany. thing, t We ry: | 
"miſcal, and KI ys | 

and floggich ſecuricy, laying. 
nd the. work-of Chriki, muſt. 
nichtngoncd « ppt : off 0 
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as"; Mey is ices w] uty 
caſt that upon -Chriſt and his work, which} bec 


he'may (with greater fotce and ſhathe tous) | .gec 


caſt back in our faces! And yet this was the | fay 

©. Spouſe her excuſe, the unreafonablencſt} he 
* + Whereof we do here (ee. Oh! ſhould ChriftÞ ou; 
> have given himſelf to eaſe, and compoſed} un 
himſelt for reft, when he was about the work} An 

of our Redemption, tugging and toiling atf rea 

at} till he wer drops of blood and water 3, yea] op 

'his hcarts blood was ſpent; z and pouredF- of 

on the ground” as water : 'and ſhould -heF* fot 

then have pleaded this argument that here ſheF* Not 
pleads to him; Thave put off my coat, bow bli 


ſhall I put it on ? Thate waſhed my feet, how. (eq 
fall I defile them ? 1 am well enough, .and at { eX 
reſin the boſome of my Father, ſolacing my. | EX 
kilt in the enjoyment: of him, ard repoſing] op, 
ſelf in his etetnal Love: how can I leave} car 
and defile my felf with the rags of hu-F Ch 
=. nature, and load my back with che} he 

burden of' burnane fins: and though F be the} By 
| of Glory, yet endure the contradiction} caf 


of ſinners apamkit my (clf, and take uportt me] kee 
a form of 's/ fervant, ard becondt 6bedien for 
d/the Law :- and all to do finful rebellious} pre 
'a'courtelie/ and pb «1g to wc be anc 
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| ade pp. Paknity nd not! ing but ju 5 4 
becauſe he had wilfully, by his own ſin, Plan-. 16a 
: .ged: hirmfelf- into this gulf of miſery. ' If 1 
{ay). Chriſt ſhould have thus pleaded, when 
he was about the work of our Redemptionghd 
- our neceſſity catled* for his help, or we were” © 
undone for ever 3 what had become of ur 
And yet we are not aſhamed to plead ſuch nn-.. .. 
reaſonable excuſes, when'he calls upon us to” *s, 
open to him. Sarely, ſuch unkind = 
,- of Chriſts kindneſs to us, and* fach unceac / L 
' ſonnable excuſes for our own lazineſs” ah", 'S 3 
'ſloath, may highly provoke and ' | 
blige hie, and prove of very dangetous' if 
- ſequence.tous. The like may be faidof 
excuſes made. Lake 14. and indeed 
excules that the fleſh can make againſt od 
opening to Chriſt xt his call 3 becauſe: 
_ can bermo' reaſon given why we” ; 
Chriſtout of his own houſe (our 
he hath fo dearly bought and pai | 
But by what hath been: ſaid already; /in" ' 
caſe, you may {ce the unreaſonableneſs' 
keeping Chriſt out of our hearts, when hea 4 
ſox 5" > 0p which may Ke ſufficient wo- be 
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. + and: | 
(quence to- the Spoule here to keep out 


He. in- a diſcontent withdrew, and 
epartcd, and left her it a very fad conditions 


= him ſuch an unkind, ungratcful , and-'irratio- 

E 0 nal anſwer 3, aud ao in reſpe& of the pains 
FOISS was glad: to take before ſhe'found 
;- betore, it would: detile her feet to 
a6 Over the houſe-floor: to oper: its hex be- 
z; and was. too hard and unreaſondbles 
oy. for her to do z bat now: ſhe follows 
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s.and;high- ways, and nevcr complains' 
yacls, 'nor the foulneſs of the way 
> "a. would be glad to finde him whatever it 
E 3 - colt hr, or whatever ſhbc endured. And oy 
= Bs. 4 + {ach- conſequence to her, why may it 
fo'tous? nay certainly ic will be (©, if 
{She xefulc' to oper to him at his call; 
 Buv/J ha ve"-cxceeded! my firſt intentions, in 
| \ypon the former particulars and: 
ſhall ſpeak no-more to: this The 
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bk for reſt and fi:ep. + Sos it with the 
ſc 'of Chrift; when the is in a ſicepy arid 
<care condition,” His *edimpany 'is ho whit 
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we is pure love, withalit/at 
” get -but-the lave-bf- theſe is only a Fie-" S 
. tende#love .fartheir. awn.cnds; and- the hs 
| ryingivn: of theis-6wn 0 His kc 
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| ; aflcep jin ſecurity, it is but chat they, 
ade chee (with the Devils). chains of 
yo be. xelerved to the == of 
t Day: Are.cheſe therefor e:fricnds to 

Who ptr thee, pur- 
re at nos 


(| 
- 


Wn, _ 


The cauſe him to flecp upon her lap, its but - 


je | 


it hort, and, they alwaics end.in pain. What” 
” Paul ſaid of fin in. reſpec of .profit, Rom, 6. 4 


tk Sh. __— Jr 


-* " J#, are,now, aſhamed * : So_may I lay, What | 


"= can.;.you. take in thole. pretended | 


Ha Seve | 


——. Ma —_— — —_ 
o ” - 
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cheat us. - [ will in ſhort tell chee who they, 
are ( though by the marks which L have al. 

| ready given of them, thou mayeſt cahily gue 
who. they are,) They are the three ; 
Enemies of thy Soul. © The Devil, the (Sg | 


* andtheFlcſh : Theſe are th. y, that thou ( ta- 
| king them for thy friends, and welcome gueſts 
F intothy-hearc.) art cheated by.. ' Enemies th 
| are, and the greateſt, and molt jnvererate,, 1s... 

placable, malicious, and unmercytul,En 
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' the beſt and ſure friend that thou half in, the; | 
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=. Euinſe} tb keep Chriſt out of thy heart. ''To be 
© fure, God would not give thee this advice 3 
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* __ ab would have him featcd in the Roy- 
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the wht? Zaire Vin uf by Fefus Chriſt. He hath 
> appointed thy rcctption and entertainment 
2 of Jeſus Chrift as the onely way to happi- 
- nels.” 
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dror of thy Heart for entrance and admiffion. 
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ving with thee. Ir caioor be thy Contents; 3+ 
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therefore ic Gin be no other that gives thee * © 
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the counſel is like them, and rightly fathers 
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that from time to time ? "8 
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many afio, which might have been prevented. © 
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* . (100) | 
every time renewed and repeated, when thou 
rule, 0 open,, whatever thine excuſe be :; 
Nox &6 I ſpeak of the fins that are couched and 
included in the unreaſcoableneſs of thy ex+ 
cuſes, though, theſe be ncither few nor little. 
But I ſpeak of that finfu] fzxame of heart and 
courſe of life, that thou leadct and liveſt in, 
while Jeſus Chriſt is kept out of thy Soul. Re- 
Met upon thy (elf, and conſider how long it 
4s fince Chriſt gave thee the firſt call, and con- 
fider what courſe of life thou haft led fince, 
how many wilful and known fins thou haſt | 
committed, one upon the back of, another, 
'yea the C:me fins many a. time over and over ( 
-Jgain : theſe ſins, all of them,might have been 
.prevented, and many of them (doubtleſs) had | 
| 


been prevented, if thou hadit opened to Chriſt 
at his fiſt call, If chou hadſt ſuffered him to 
have come in, he would have changed the 
"habic, frame, bent, and inclination. of thy 
heart, and courſe of thy life and converſation 3 | 
he. would have ſet thee about his work, and-F 
Kept thee employed in bis buſine(s, that thou } 
ſhouldeſt not have had time or leafure to have 
hearknd to Satans temptations. It is Satans 
-hading us idle, that moſily gives advantage 
to. his temptations. Chrilt would have put 
his Spirit within che, that ſhould have iclped 
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"AW le face Hy "brats ave”. 
been ſufficient For" thee, and rpc "_" be: >; 
perfe 'in thy weakneſs : He would: have 
that thy foot ſhould not bave ſlidazen, who'is tte # 
Keeper of Iſrael, that neither ſlumbers nor ſleepr. *% 
He would have artned' thee *with the whoie - -* 
Armour of God, whereby thou mighteſt have - *! 
reſiſted and repelled, or quenched all the fiery  ' * 
darts of the wicked. He would have rezenvd.. 
thee with daily renewed ſtrength in thy Satoh 
Yea, He would bave kept thee by' bur almigh 
power, through faith, unto ſalvation. Thi 
had not therefore had fo manyighaſily: 
| to have reflected and looked baek-ypotry 
a trembling heart, and griping; conſcience; | 
with horroar ' and confternation;'as now thow n: 
haſt. - If there were' no more but 'this confi» 04 
dcration, (methinks) it might be ſufficient rs *© 
frlence all excuſes, and cavilsof carns} reaſon; 
and make the foul atfraid of ever refuling to 
open when Chriſt calls4 and might fully con+ 
vince us of the 'gratid cheatand' irreparable: 
wrong which' our 'enemies have pat upd 
us, by perſwading us not to open eo Ja” 5 
Chiilt, w 
2-* Conſider the high affiome- and! progo- | R- 
on whict we have given to Jeſus Chnift, 
him our-(o long. © *He hath called @ : 
pins ageing. and (IR ons: 0 COme-an,. 
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"bot we cud» nots "Be hath bi Qeol kneckn 
Ul bead was filed with dew, .and bis locks 
4 with the. drops of the right, and yer could get 
;  yothing/from us but frivolous and vain ex- 4 
cafes, And what do we think will be the 
Ulueof all this? Will his patience never be 
| Worn out? - Will his wrath never be kindled in 
bis breaſt ? Will. the itirrings of his Spirit.ne- 
yer have end 2 Will the day of -Grace. never 
| or a night? Will he neyer ſwear in. bis 
| ,, that thou ſhalt uot enter into bus reſt 2 
Eivble , O fond man ! to: think at .thoſe 
| qhing It hath been of dangerous and dread- 
| conſequence, thus to deny him admiſlion.: 
He hath thereupon withdrawn himſelf and 
departed, and (ometimes never returned 4- 
gain. But if he have been found, it hath been 
after long, weary, and tedious ſeeking of him, 
And why may he not doo again ? Nay cer- 
tainly, he will do ſo. And therefore the 
| 
| 


os $a ow no Std. tm na ted tS . 1» as =» 


wrong and cheat which the Devil, the World 1} 
and the Fle ye pat upon thee, is an un» / 
(afferable wrong, which they can-never make þ 
* * thee amends for 3 let them therefore cheat 
” thee no longer. 

- --3« Conſider that every knock and call that 
1 Di gives, and we refuſe, doth lock the: door 
© of the heart faſter againſt Chriſt, than it; was 
4 t before. ; fo —_— ever Heck "_P 
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mot err before EEE take for wa ft 
{ courſe with thee, I ever he hath yet taken. .- 
| Therefore ah Apolile, Heb. 3-13» ew .L 
one another while it-is called to day, left any of 
you, be. har, d through 3 the deceirfweſs . +6 Þ 
Sin,. deceictally 'and _inſenfibly | hardens.- 
heart, and by degrees cauterizeth; of ſcaxet] i 
the heart- and conſcience, that it grows | oo 
ny and paſt fecling ; and then Chiilt®” | 
call and call again, and to }itt]e-purpole 3 and 2 
therefore. it is unſpeakable wrong which | 
encmmics have already done thee 3-. agd it ol} 
be wrong paſt eve; if they thogld 86 oþ 
to cheat thee (till, 

Uſe 3+ bit of ſuch dangerous conlc quence 2 
to o flug giſh, (ecure, and {loathful, | "= pe 
Chriſt knocks and calls, eſpecially whe wo 3X 
coming is in. anſwer to our Prayers ?, 
this may afford matter of TRIP ex. 
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' nation, to, enquire how the £ 

F tween Chriſt and our Souls, re 

| profeſs our '(clyes to be the Shue | 

and if ſo, iths vcry probable t he do 

and then viſit us,. and. SOOGR 10's $s to ' the 

our nts. We pratchs to 
right band 3 and if lo, ie is * 

| ſomceimaes Py. 
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Land a gf Hil not, | G 
gu and fawiſ{ariry with; and gives *fre» ar 
"4 | viſits ro his Church, whete can Chriſt th 
peed to be found ? We bave the Wor- *Þ ar 
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. j: api and Ordinances of Chriſt, and*his Name 

z recorded among.ts: and he hath faid, that 

4 where be records bis name, there he will meet bis 
- people; and Bleſs them.” We are under his ſpe- 

..cia}care and providence, about whom' he is in 

| a ſpecial manner concerned ; And"therefore | 
it concerns us to know how we ftand: in his 
favour.. . And as thisis the ſtate of the Church - } at 
in general, fo is it the ſtate of every particu- * 


Tar Mcmber, and is the concern of every one -j h 
of us to know how. matters ſiand' berween } #1 
Chrifi and our Souls : Whether we be in his $ fe 
favour, and have his pleaſant company'z or | 
whether he have turned his batk, withdjawn } t1 
himſelf, and be gone away from us in a diſ- | tl 
content,” becauſe he hath knocked and called, C 
and We have not opened unto him. And it | © 
concerns us the, rather to make this enquiry, c 
becauſ®the Providences of God for ſome time gf» e 
have been, and ill are confiderable* towards t 


us; and the Providences of God ſeem” to be 
niear ſome period. Some great work or 0- 
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= dere tines. To be fi bre, it is2 þ "4 

To titne tobe. In ; Chrift his NOM , a / 5 
+ and under his wimtg, * +0 4 

In the proſecutiop of this Uſe there are wo -»Þ 
” things to” be_enquired into.” 1+ Whethex . ( 4 
Chriſt have n&, and da not at this day erfiis 
netitly knock and call, 2. What entertain= 24 
ment Chriſt findes, and what anſwer we have, 
made. | "7 2 
I. Let us etquire whether Chriſt have not, Y; 4 

and do not at this day eminently knock and © Ys 
call,” Is not the voice of our beloved to be. /. "Gs 

| heard at the'dvors of our Hearts, faying, Open 

| #0 me, my fier, my love, my dove, my nnd: filed 

$ for my bjad i filled with dew, and my locks .with 4.3 

#be drops of "the night ? We'have told you. in j8e- 

| the opening 'ot rhe Dedtrine, that thoogh 

{ thete bc nopaſſage of God's providence ext- $ 
ciſed towards us, but it hath ſomething of T + 
call from Chriſt in it; yet there are foe (= f 
cial times, wherein Jeſus Chriſt doth in 4 more L 


-» eſpecial'manner knock and call, 'xequi fr 
' tranceand admiſſion. How'we might 
| thoſe times, | have endeavoured ogg: ow 
It is not my bufineſs here'to'a 

of Chriſt's emment calling ws, by ref 
| wpotithole, tomake en wry wherher thes 
W.2 notours : * And rn * ace Saf 
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..mazks. of an eminent ca 
Chriſt do not at, this ay eminently knock ; 
call upon us to. open unto him,.Whar I have to 
ſay upon this head, I ſhall ſum; vp into theſe 
nine or ten. Queries; And by them we miay 
come to underſtand how the caſe ſtands with 
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wa Hath vot Chriſt of late, days.eminently 
called, and at. this day doth emineutly. call by 
his Mercies? The more largely God's hand 
is opened in Mercies and Bounty unto a per- 
fon or people, the more loud is his call to them 
to open to himin a way of duty.. 

xas from us according to the Talents which 


s.that. we ſhould gaiz other, five, ly 
[4 of Mercies, od doth Not de uedly 
"them away, but.cxpects that he ſhould be 


% Pered wich his own. The more he loads us 
: th bleſſings and benefits, the more reaſona- 


it | 

y- may he expect that we ſhould abound in 

The more of any good thing that God 

beſtows, the more good he looks that they 
cold 


d”s bountiful dealing to be an 0 Hens fo 
_ Sou} to return to bis reſt, al. 116. 7+ 
iſt 4s the reſt of rhe Soul, as, well, as he 
"give xlt upto the Soul, Math. 11-28. 
Fen: © ar her Jebmr aud) are Peowp 


T8) 


- LEI 
A " -*%, 
* VG N 
” - af 
<2 o Sl + FY x LS 
- i - 
Ti . 


” Gp « 


v VIYs "04 o - 
hed = —_ 


- 
——{u cv cc. 


o with it. The P(almiſt makes uſe of * 


EBT ob 


® — he beſtows upon us. / It he befow five, heex:; | 
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| laden, and ye ſhall findereft unto yo 8 
is, ye-ſhall tinde reftin me, .2S well as xeft.by. + © 
me. | For in .me ye ſhall bave peace, John.z6. 
33- Andif this,be an argument to retugg.t0 

our reſt, becauſe God: hath dealt bouncifylly 
with us, ſurely Chriſt calls loud to us, to.ge- 
tumn to our reſt, His bountiful dealing 8+ 
wards us, of late time, and at this day, is. emi- 
| nent and remarkable ; For he hath compaſſed 
us about with his mercies, and loaden ws with © © 
bis bleſſings and benefits. The great Peage, 7 
the abundayt Plenty that God affords, are yesy 

| conlidexable, if we conſider the-broils' that: axe 

| abroad inthe world, and the ſcarcity that hath 
" (o lately threatned us. How hath; God gies? 
, vented our fears ! been better to us tharkaue” -- 
hopes ! done great and wonderful things:fat- 
us beyond cxpeRation ! We may. not unhitly* + 
apply that ſaying .of Moſes to our ſelyes; ih 7 
relpect.iof God's providential care over" us,  -? 
and kindne(s (Oo us, Dent. Ii-Il, 12» The land | 
whesber ye go to poſſeſs it 1 — 2 land wbichthe 
Lord thy God careth far « the eyes of, therhard” 
thy God are alway: vpon it, from the beginning 
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F God'complains of Jae!, that they made of his | 
mercics, Dent. 32. 15. But Jeſurnn waxed fat, ;|, 
end kicked Then be forſook, God that made him, 

4 and lightly eftceemed the Rock of bis ſalvation. 
% Now. that God ſhould deal chus'boantifully 


with as, when we make ſuch returns as thele, 

is wonderful , and- certainly calls for other * 
fruit from us, than hitherto we have brought * 
forth. - But if beſides theſe common or gene-' 
"ral mercies which God hath beftowed upon 

gs in common with others, we 'conſider the 
particular mercies which every one of us in * 
particular have received, we ſhall tinde that | 
they have not been inconſi derable, but-remar- | 
kable, - Have we not at one time or'other '{ 
met with confiderable preſervations , prote- 
Qions;' ſucceſl:s in our undercakings, when 
ie hath fared far otherwiſe with our nagh- 
-bours ? Have not every one ' out particular | 
- mercies to take notice of? as health, when + 
others have been fick 3 life, when others have 

'been+cuc off out of the Land of the Livings 
+ Liberty ,\ when others have been under re- _ | 
'ſtraint; Preſervations from dangers which + 
*We have been obnoxious unto 3 Deliverances 
.Quit'of evils into which we have fallen. It Þ 
Wete/ endlcls to enumerate the various' ways 
wherein and. whereby God hath been Emilient- 
Þ TT. on ans us,” Bur if we 
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\ will but ſeriouſly refle& upon, Gods bounties. 

| toward us, .we may. be ablcto give a better a&- 
count of them, than any other perſon; can dt 
Qate to us. Yea, we may obſerve more 
heightening circumſtances in them than. o» 
thers can. For many times the cirgumſtan» 
ces of time and place, and our preſent condi- 
tions, do wonderfully exalt and magnific Met» 
cies. May one ſay, I was fick,-and in danger 
of death, when others did dic in what's 
condition .had I been, if I had died then ! ve- 
ry unprepared fos death and another world: 
had never \eriovſly confidered my latter | 
had- got no aſſurance ot Heaven, nor 'ind | 
taken much pains about it. If Ihad gonethen, 

I know not whither I muſt have gone,..nor 
what muſt -have become of me. May ano» 
ther 'fay, My houſe and family were preſer= .. 
ved,. when my neighbours was conlumed in, _ 
unmerciful fates. - If ſuch a thing had be- "8 
fallen me at that time, (in all probability )'1 = 
had been ruined in mine outward cftate, all = 
my (elf and. family expoſed tothe mergy or 
others. May another fay, I was: in luens 
ſuch a diftre(s and afflitiop, and ſo myoveg 
therein, that Y could ſee no, way of , Capingy - 
but the time of my necelliry, was God's! oppory | ©} 
cuity, a6d When I fid myo phe 
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my far, Had viewed and looked on the rh 
band” bud left, and conld ſie #0 belp nor hope, . 
thek the Lord put ander everlaſting arts, and 
ſateU'me. Theſe and ſach like ctreumfiantes 
Mike Tmercies to be eminent, when they arc 
ed'by an unſcen hand beyond expeations | 
more ſigpal and eminent theſe mercies are, - 
aid: the mote of the ſpecial providential hand 
of Gyd'that may be ften in ther; 'the more = 
& - BDullatt the knocks and calls upon us to duty, 
Md to anſwer Gods end in them, And which 
of "vis tan (ay but in the courſe of our lives 
we have met with ſuch as theſe, matyy and 
many a time ? it (o, they have been calls from 
Chriftz and the more eminent they have been, 
| Ee loud hath been the call. 

4. Hath not God leudly called by his Judg- 
| * ales? Judgments upon others tound 
vs, which have Ioudly called upon us to be 
and feat, and do no more ſo wickedly, left 8 
. worſt rbing bappen unto w. Have we nt (cen 
'P ” of 4 of ſome that have been taken away 
” Ma a=? terrible manner, in' che vety aq of 
—— , and (poltibly) we as gdilty of ſach- 
'N k as they 3 ? - How this us to 
Ang be a warnidf, udto' us !' Harh 
of God reache | Us in our Pe ert( 
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bo God i at us?" 6 

. ices or otbethi 

;-wdrkable 't6 us, Gul o rot | 
have been. "It muy be, ARMac = 
ſelves, have only betii comtnon 
tlities, as Letters come to the Town"by the 
Hikid of the common Polt, oft Cartier : bk 
they have been directed to thettr with ſottle 
mt OV nieſfage, and have intimated to 
math' to thee, 'by the circamſtancesof them 3 
this hath beewa ſpecial call to thee from Chix 

- And double, we have molt of as had ſuchi'cd 

k mas theſe, if we hive buc obſerved and raken a 
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tice of them 3 and'if we have not, the grevtee. {þ 


Nath been oor fault and'our tin; If we do bit 


look through the Nation, as the Mercies wg 3 


been great that Got Achundtfervedly be 
&d ypon us; {v the Judgments that have befa, 
us, have not only beent various,bitt very x 
able, ſach as'the hand of Gbd hath bad 
' nently (cen if;howſoeverthey have Been lis 
co us by wicked ltifirameutss I need not 68 
merace them, they are obvious toe: ry & 
ſervanceye. Bit what do cheſeinijn 
call forfrom us? Sarely the yo4'of Go 
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; binge 1 to us, but 4 Veg 

for it” When God Icalt . 
old, we/may read what cauſe God had for it. 
Andcertain I am, that the blindefſt among us 
cannot but ſee cauſe enough, from the Nan 
'of God, for all that js come upori us. *. Only 
here is the miſery, that every one ſeeks to ex- 
"cuſe himſclf,, and to lay the blatnic at ſome 
"ones door elſe ; and (o takes no notice of Gods 
particular call to him, I wobld defire here 
to ſet before you, and defire ; the / ſerious 
"Reader to peruſe Gods thteatnings, to T/rael of 
old, and the cauſes there aſſigned, (and ke 
'how far they .may concern us: read Dente- 
'ronom- 28, 15. tothe end, And as for thoſe 
that would lay the blame upon others, and ex- 
cuſe | themſelves, I ſhall only recommend to 
them that dreadful caution and intimation of | 
Gods minde, Dent. 29- 18, 19, 20. It is but 
too common among us to promiſe our ſclves 
| FPeace, and drink away our fears 3 but chis will 
prove in the end, an unpardonable aggravation 


"# ,of our fin. If we would. but take the pains | 
/-. 10. ſearch the Scriptures, and take a ew of 


| Judgments | as God hath"infli 
8+: . ; Families and Perſons, os b onlide! 
--. He fins that have becn the procuripg | 

 -themi, fot which they have, been 
*  - ſhould ni'0o Prophce to Soul 9h 
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ſtiny, ag a 7 16 thew mh 
that God $ at inthe evils which we'l 
under 3-nor ſhould we, any of us, finde cauſe. 
to' excuſe our (elves. Sure I am, the voice of 
God in his Judgments is eminentz and by the, 
circuits of them, in that they meet with one. * © 
ſore of men after another, and ſpare ' few,ot | * 
none, they plainly ſhew the cauſe to-be gene= 
ral- And by the complication of them, and, 
their- ſurrounding of us,and hemming us in x 2 
every hand, they manifeſt- the greater” di 
pleaſure, and more- unavoidable S—_ hangs 
ing over our heads: and therefore the 
and call is: very. loud, and; muſt either. 
quickly hearknc4 to, or elſe Chriſt may.with» 
draw, the decree may bring fotth, and there 
will: be no remedy. WI would (crioufly xecoms 7 > 
mend to your peruſal, that one dreadful Chapy 2; 
ter, 1ſai- 24, and' defire that your thoughts 7 
and micditations.may dwell a little upori every Þ 
vetſe, as you go along, and = will-not need - 
me to'direct your how to app ply itz our pres ©; 
ſcne conditivns, and the paſlages' of Gods 
Providence will” ſufficiently exemplifie its woof 
therefore: afftredly, the call of God is oy 
what mote thao ordinary: at; this day: and; 
108 == ascanfag, but chat God ſeas ſme. 
| nore. ordinary! unto; 
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- concerned in this call,  triay come to finde 
themſelves moſt concerned at laſt, I will di- 
re& fuch to one Text of Scripture, which calls 

for theit ſerious obſervation, Iſai. 28. through- 
out. When God's Fudgements come for fin, 
our Refuge of lies, and Covenant with Death and 
Hell; will but little avail us. But I paſs from 
this, which is ſufficiently evident to be.a loud 
call from Chriſt, to a 
#3. Particular , by way of enquiry. - Doth 
nor God eminently call, by the great liberiy 
Md plenty of the Goſpel, which undeſervedly 
to this day we do enjoy ?- There is a notable 
ſaying, Pal. 147- 19, 20. He bath ſhewed bis 
word to Jacob , bis tatutes and bis judgements 
80 Uiracl : be bath not deals ſo with any nation, 
&c. And may not I apply this very pertinent- 
ly. to theſe Nations? fox what Nation under 
Heaven hath enjoyed the Goſpel more plen- 
tifully, more plainly, more clearly, and for a 

r time, than we have done? The do- 

” Grine of the Goſpel hath not bcen more clear- 

= -lytanght in any Nation under Heaven, than 

— im this our Britiſh Iſland. No Nation hath 

 . had more eminently burning and ſhining lights : 
and many. we enjoy at this day. Never Na- 

tion was+ better inſtructed in the minde lo 

+ (it we do not, wilfull 
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| 7 ſadors;ina more;than ordinary manr 


tions: are 'glad: Wihe Fs a f- 


robiriinſbeaach thatwe may truely fay ef 
Apoſtle, Cor. 4- 34 IF out poſfel be bid,3ts 41s 
them that are loſt ::in whim the God of #bit wirtd © 
hath blinded tbe mindes of them thax bilieve-, 
not ;" left the-lig bt of the glorious 'goſpel- of Obrift, +. 
who-.is the image of God; ſhonld ſhine unto thenk. 
And'deth Chrif thus ftand knocking'and cal- of , 
ling to this day ? ſurely his-long patiencehath _* 
made his call the loadet, and to be'the ſane 
with that, Pſal. 95. 7, $. To day if ye will 
bear bis voice, barden not your hearts © eſpecial +. 
ly confidering how empharically/ and (+ a 
_— ) pzetivently the Apoſtle appliesit;:Heb: ' 
7-. Again be limiteth 4 certain day, Saying its 
David, To day, after ſo long a time, as it ir fad; Uo 
To day if ye will bear biz voice, barden ot or ie 
henkh The night is far ſpent, and tht Yay 
at band 3 it onientas not us then (who hai 
ſlighted Chriſtscall ſo long; and at whc 
he hatch. waited fo patiently} to linger any; 
long:r; but ſpccdily to ariſe, and open'/to- a 34 
let+( his patience being worn ont:Yihe ſhould” + 
depart:inavilcontent. + RE a. 
4: Doth not :God-at this day quis s 
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Miniſters-by bis. Spirit ?:and make. his 
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us to open to Chriti?,.Do 
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{>> carneſtneſs and induſtry, but that Chriſt calls 


| 
| 
n= | 
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and+te.all.co openy and open mare fully, and 


& _taudly, and cordially to Chriſt? | Is-there\ not | 
}  -&morc\ than ordinary. Spirer: reſting upon che 
-  . Bropbeas, quickning.and exciting them tothis 


work.z inſomuch; that they are very urgent 
and importunate; and -will take no denial, no 


tall andcall again, We beſeech you in the name 
of Chrift to. open to him, and be ye 
#9 God? Doth not Gud make Miniſters more 
warm; more zealous, more importunatein/their 
work ?.; So. that. ( notwithſtanding; all the 
diſcouragements: they mcet with, and' the re- 
pulſs.which-you give ) they will take no de» 


ent will not prevail, they make uſe of 


\upſpoken to, that they can imagine may 
prevail with: you? What all this 


” _ fantidd and leſſer-matters Þ bend themſclves = 
”  gchiclysif. not onely. and+ wholly, to the main | 
work of 'callivg home finners. ugto Chiiſt 3 


' 


| 


excaſe- from ſinners? but cry and+ cry aloud, 


reconciled 


| 


nial,' but tenew: thieir: ſuit ? And-if. one ſub= 


"willnot work, they take another ? if -one | 


her? leave mo fone, -no fubje@ , untur- | 
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and-helps -us to deliver 'our meffage 5# the'eot= * 
dence and demonſtration of '+be truth , wud of 
power. And all this is for your ſakes, that [the *s 
call might be more convincing and. eff:&azl  ® 
upon -you. And therefore -if -you' finde'a 
more than orlinary ſpirit apon-the Praphets 
at this day, you may» conclude it is*#*triont 
than ordinary call. And therefore apply*rhat * 
to your ſelves which the Apolſile ſpeaks,! 483 
17. 30. However Chritt might wink ut foriiter _ 
ignorance, or negle(, yet mw (-by-waybfits 
minency } be commands every man every whrie 
t0 repent. $ 7113810 nn 
5. Doth :not Chriſt eminently knock add 
call at the door of thy | heart, by (eeret impul- A | 
ſes ot his Spirit, and convictions of 'thy, oft + 
Conſcience? | Doth not-the word of | 
ſometimes come within thy boſome ; '#ad 
onely prove a general word ſpokento} all (4 
brings forme ſpecial melſage to thee; 
tothee 'as Natban did to David, Tho 
many or 4s Wildom to the imple oh&s; Pr 
1+ 225/23- How long, ye ſimple enet, dIPJE he, 
ſimplicity; and the ſcorners delight in Jeorminh} 
and fools .bate knowledge ® tarn ye atint 
by May we niet ſay-th J 
outdgh 
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ſe 22 conf walks inthe midhef bis Galdey Can- 
_ . defticks ? that his Spirit is yet (riving-withus ? 

; and. that. yet he hath compaſſion, of his heritage ? 
> -andis lothto leave bis dipelling-place# Is there 
> -otnow and then a ſecret word whilpered. in 
> your car, that this word comes from Heaver,, 
and-.js ſent a particular meſſage to. you ? Are 
not you ready. to think withan your ſelves 
” ſometimes, How comes the Miniſter to know 
\” mycaſe ſo particularly, and to ſpeak to thoſe 
4bat none knows, þut God and mine 
own Conſcience ? Why, you muſt know, that 
* this is God that ſpeaks to you by us. It is he 
+. that | ſends ps unto you, and puts words in our 
” mourhs, and tells us what to fay to you : -He 
4 ' who knows the ſecrets of all Hearts : directs 
& us what to ſpeak 3 and he by his Spirit opens 
; your ear .to-hear, and to take notice of what 

gken, And he:by his Spigit convinceth 
ir Coplciences that you ate the perſons to 
D1tis ſpoken. And therefore when, it is 
=” tha with. you, you may aſſuxedly know that 
2 - att Ga 4, ſpecial __ and call as Chriſt 
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not our Foes _ . ibis white L 
with w ?&c. Have you not ſome ſecret exdhlhms11- p 
gripivgs, and prickings at the heart, under 5 ; 
this.or other ordinance ? this is the voice of ©; 
Chritt, ſaying, Open to me,&c- andthe more” 
ſenſible and piercing theſe are; the more load 
is ChrifP's call. 

6- Are there no fears upon the hearts of 
God's people, left Chriſt his ſtay at our dovigs  . 
ſhould not be lovg ? Are there no ſignes+and» ”* 
ſymptomes of Chriſt's wearin:{s and readi-+ 
nels to de>art, ſeen and taken notice of 24s T 
there-not a general fear upon-the- Spiritzwo#® 
moſt med, left the Goſpel ſhould be readyto bers 
removed ? what ground and cauſe men. have 
for” thoſe” fears trom'ſecond cauſes, lay nos 27 
thing z bat that there isſuch a fear ( however: > 
it comes e6-paſs,'0r what it is grounded apo} 
is evident: and 1 am ſure this cannot beayiths 
out the hand of God. This fear 'is axtevif of | on” 
affliction, it diſquiets and troubles the: 
of ' men'y and therefore mult needs «proc 
fromthe hand of God, Fot the Proj 
us, Amos 3: 6. That there is noevil in the"Gly 
| . butthe Lord doth its This'negative/igterroges © 
tion being.a more vehement #ffi:matiod.\,f wn 
it: Chriſt ſhould not wholly'depart, wn 
away * -_ gets; I his —__ 3 
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5 may not «nd leg rl dives © 20.3 pls, i 
” he will give- you-but a day3 and then he wil 
” ſwear in his wratb that ye ſhall neyer enter into 
is Pig reft- -How much of this day may be ſpent , 
7 coay better guels thay any one can tell you, 
- _ how long he hath called and waited: 
now clear and full convictions have been, and 
how they are now : how hot the Goſpel hath 
ſhined, and how cool it is now 3 and the ſha- 
dows of the evening ſtretched out. And if 
> - this be gone, what will it advantage you to 
EF have the Goſpel continued ? It will be 6: for 
your hardening, and the ſealing . you-up to 
bk. Caneiofing deſtruction. ' Iſaiah was a power- 
= ful Preacher, and yet you (ce what a meſlege 
> God ſent him to Iſrael, Iſai. 6.9, 10+ It is a 
very uncomfortable meſſage to faithful Mini- 
fter of Chriſt, to be (cnt vpor this errand 1 
but yet it is the meſſage that God ſends them 
| to many an one with: and if this be our 
"&Y to yous it will be ſad. However, we 


b B =o be fad to us, it will be ten thouſand 
more dreadful to-you. Only our carnei 


day, the: things that. belong to, your ever- 
iflg peace E-padoayrhange?'. 
TH And theſe general fears ar c aloud & 
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what meflage our Maſicr ſends us 


e is, that you might know, atleaſt, in this | 


' it not beep your Prayer, that God world res; 


| - Comer wider bis ſhadow with great delighs,. and 


pour bis wrath #pon, Jer, IO. 25» and dread», 3 


thou caſeſt thy flacks to reſt 93 noon 4. 5+: 


= 74 = aff . FS. Q Fs 4 | k "Y vr ke 4 "he Yo br” 7 , S 
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' 9+ Are,not ) $R26yy £1 byG ” o El  $VL " Þ 
digances, 4n anſwer to your Prayers? Hee 1 - - > 


ſpeak to you that do pray: For I am nec. 
ignorant, that there arg a generation of prayer» / 
leſs ſouls in the world, and 1 wilh. they, wexe* 
not ſo great 4 gumber,: There are but too mg» 
ny Famslies that call not wpon the name of Gadz 
which the Prophet praycs that God would 


Z + 


tal wall the wiath of God be when it comes. 
But I ſpeak here to thoſe that do pray- . Hach 


turn into bis reſting place, he, and theark of dale; 
ftrengtb. ? Have vct you prayed, Ariſe,0 morth-( ® 
winde, aid come thou ſouth, and breath wpan | 
my garden ? Let my beloved come into big gar- Wo 
den- | Have not you praycd, that you, mughts, ® 
ſee and meet with God, as Jomezimes yoo hag 


done in bis Sandiyary * That you maj 
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bis fret might be pleaſant to your taſte A. Has 
nor you lighcd and breached ous your xequiehie* 
to Chriſt, ſlaying, Tel we, 0b thou bom ny. + 
fowl loveth! « where rbax feedelt » and.-wh 


4 
a - 
£ 
(SY —_ 


that ] might cpjoy powertyl Ordingaces! and. 
mgct with the power: 20d preſegcoof Ghriſt 1” 
= wn <q might ſoy wy teachenks 


k te dakeway) walks 
as theſe you have ems ever and anon putting 
up3 and in anſwer to- theſe your Prayers, 
Chriſt is come, and ſtands knockivg and cal- 
Jhing, Open to me, my Sifier, my Love, my Dove, 

and my Endefiled, Thoſe calls of Chriſt, which 


ſwer to your Prayers, muſt needs be eminent 
and'remarkable. 

$.-Arc not you the profeſicd Spouſe of 
Chriſt , that have profeſſedly given up your 
ſelves by-a ſolemn Marriage-Covenant unto 


© his, 'and at his ſexvice ? What deeper obli- 
= _ gation can you lay upon your ſelves, than you 
- have done? . In your Baptiſm and renewed 


1s; So thatnone in the world can be more 


+ - And in regard you expe his'coming 
” eve , doth it not ſtand you upon, to = 
E: Hooay wg your Watch-tower, waiting when 
. Jour Lord will come, that you may preſently open 


* þ., is not this a ſufficient ſu EEEy 
yy and te him. 4n?- - Every & 


(efpeoially ſuch-an-one: 
| lo much weight i —. 
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ts Sock-ihoPrapen 
are according to your real delires, and in an- ' 


Chriſt 3 engaged and ſwore that you will be | 


7 engaged to open to Chriſt then you | 


” t&bim? And now when he both knocks and | 
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fore (it not*to"othiers, yer} fo you, it | 
ſhould be ſufficiently -eminent and remark 
or elſe your 'Husband” may ' charge you' with 
» |  diſloyalty and bieach of covenant. [2 
1 | _ 9. DideverChriſt uſe more carneft iritfeh« 
- | ties, and (weet"compellations; thah'helG6th 
t | -at this day? Doth he not fay (as tothe 
| Spouſe) Open to me,- my Sifter, my Liv," hy 
Dove, my wndefiled * Do not the (weet"tx- 
prefſions of his love, in ſuffering, bleed 
| dying for you, {peak thus much? Doth-ii wk 
, ſweet voice, and loving increaties of Ch 
his Word and Mcfſengers, ſpeak this lngoiget 
Doth: not [his conſtant «care about you, and 
providential kindne(s unto. yout, in 'every” re- Þ 
| ſpe&,-and according to what-your hearts coul . 
wiſh, beſpeak you iti this loving manner *Bt 
not all theſe fay chat Chirilt ſpraks like A wh 
| ſweet, loving, tetider, and kind-hearree 
| bandto you ©: Open to me, my Ser 
ſurely thele ſoft words might rews hoced 
and. force open the doors of vurheart; * 
out:any: delay.” 1 am ſure Chriſt: hath' n 4 
felted 'as much love, and CE 
J-tradexne(s towards us, a&ever he'did rowardB' 
- a4 hk And therefore his calls's are” lb4 Ne 
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16 is not bir bead id afnh Jars and his 
nad abe pe of tbe night\® |, 
take theſe words ina good ſcnſe, that 
i hecowes fully fraught and farniſhed wich all 
*; <ulne(s and plenitude of bleflings aud henefics 
4 our Souls-can defire, or fiand inrveed of; 

ltoany of your fouls-chat ever did -6- 
pen to, and letin the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whe- 

ther ever you found any wantin him, or were 
fireightned in him ? whether: he brought not 
-moxe comfort and benefit with him, than ever | 
you were able to contain, though you opened | | 
your mouths never ſo wide? Hath\he not | | 
fully anſwered, and orgy pgs yourmattþ | 
... {enlarged expeQacions ? o that you mi 
have eaten and drunken far more abundantly, | | 
*  af-you had been able to contain it ? Every hair f 
- his head hath a drop of ſome; kinde of re- | | 
t hanging at it, which-you. might be | « 
to. And therefore hiscall is loud e+ | ] 
EC he tells you what he-hath brought 
Eb him. ] 


- {Bur take the argument in 2 bad ſenſe, for 
the (offerings and affliQions of Chriſt 3 and 
"they, are a loud call. Hath not Chr (uffers $ 


enough jn his buyliation, 48 Makic 
iKpi EE | 


”  Wixeceive you into favour. wi 
- Cocovenant with ical! Dow 
oo ——_ and trouble,byiy 2 
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rn . id Qrdend.-- "1 1 
wg your fel one wbetr — and 'fbcu- 
rity?” Was not: his- ove yer rms I 
Sacrifice for tinpſufficient', but you rauſt'coms _ | 
tific bim afreſh; and par him. th new pain, 
your.ſſothtuli and fluggiſh delays; and 
ſonable'-excuſes'? © Doth not Chriſt ſuffer. 6. 
nough-in his Name and Honour from” withe@ 
blaſphemous wretches, who rend and tearthis 
very Name, wiltully-reje&t him, and will not a 2 

d | have this man to rale over them y butaaſt he! 

x | alſo be lighted and undervalued by you? milf 

t 4 heſuffer in his Miniſters by- the revilings; evils" ; 

' ſpeakings, and pcrſecutions that they- endures {| 
in-and from the world ? and is not this' ſuffi * 
cient; bur their-Hearts alſo muſtbe made ad? 
by your refuſal to- open to Chrift* The "0 
of this Argument \'makes this call 'to -be'P 
loud, andeſpecially at this'day, under *y 
camfianees that we now- are. And-therefbne® | - 
I deſire it may be ſeriouſly conſidered, + 1463-2 

By theſe enquiries we may (ee, rhar'the-Gallh 0: 
of Chriſt at this day is-very-ctninent's ww 
markublez anditherefore it cornverns-uy to =, 

quize, what-anfwer -wo make ro'this's fl # c; 
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NNN Ibeleech 4 you ako 
a mateer that greatly concerns. us, Goce Chuif 
bis-calls are ſo. cminent, and his ſizy-hath been 
Jopg at the door of ouriHearts.'' What 


ve-we heartily, incerely, and teadily. opened 
doors, of on Hearts, tbat tbe King of glory 
might enter in ? But alas! if wedeal faithbuiſy' in 
the examination of our own: Hearts; and in 
the:ascount which we give in this caſe, it is to 
be teared, that Chriſt hath had no better (if 
good )- an an(wer from us, than he had herc 
om his Spouſe : As will appear, if our bearts 
| wake bur true and faithful anſwer to theſe fol- 
a Queries. 
B 2-2. 1f we have truely open<d toChiift, how 
{ * comes it to paſs that convictions are (o incf- 
AN and fruicle(s'as they are at this day ? 
We pode in the courſe of our Miniſtry the 
- word of God ſometimes working by way of 
| Saniin: Ferfons are convinced by the word 
_that they are the perſons fo and fo: guilty, 
alictle artled and aftrighted 3 are pricked 


ay as Nathan did David, Tho art the 
to whom this _—_— that are 
nd .thus guilty of fin, art-1.a; ate: of 


" Jes: 


ae have we made to the icalls of *Chriſt ?' 


t, their Conſciences {mite them; and 
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erg : methereiss no. way, Of cali © lefe to, | 
aveidrhis: but by opening to- Jeſus Chriſt; .re> - 
penting of ,- and forſaking- thy lin, turntiug-46 
God with all the beart, and taking up 2 now 
courſe of life. . Fleeing; unto Chriſt al 
juſtification, ina ſenſe-of thine own uttes 
worthyneſs. Entering into covenant wore Pb. 
him, taking him for- thy Prophet, Prieſt, and © +; 
King giving up thy ſelf unto him, inall 
humble, hearty, and fincere ſubmiſſion to his 
will, and obedience td all his -comman 
This the word ot, and. Conſcienchi 
with it, and (ec : And to make \ 
- conviction more fu Sth Spirit of God: 


in, and tells thee , that- this condition &t 

art in, is not to be reſted in; thou muſt cit 
turn, Or die : To day if thou wilt bear the ydiee 
of God, then harden not thy heart 3. ex it 
will be too late, thy Sun will be-ityÞ 7 
of grace over, and theſe things guilt & x A 
from thine eyes. Hereupon thy Ct wich J 


ſtartled, and thou beginneſt- to thinks _ oo 
ſelf what” thou muſt do z and ('it-miF x 2'Y 
haſt ſome ſudden carne motions, : Þ moles” 
| Prom mmymarayi ye tobe from:.. 
thine old -ways and courſes, new 
Þ creatures iButialas! ; pri rug 5, a 
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- x "16 faſt 
” wear off, AﬀeRions cool, Fear 

| not {@terrible,. thine owareties 1-0 een, 0 
” «at (v dreadful and hopekf6,. Death-not fo 
> near; the flainesof Hicllnot ſo hotandifcorch- 
——— -ig-5 and fothe wook is laid afide and left 
-atidone; -and thou' returneſt withi tbe dog. to the 
voMit, and the'ſow that was waſhed to ber wal- 
bowing in the mite. Or,(at moſt,ib theſe _ 


tinge Kill) chou goclt withan inward griping 
AI | '* romgege Con(cience,- and doſt not really come  :- : 
--out: of thy ſelf, unto Chriſt, for. healing. 
\Chirilti is little fore ſet by, or fought after, but 


£# tcheſt up a Plaiſter for thy wounded þ 
. 4 of ſome pitiful, poor,: and'. unper- 

+ ---, fe glitcouſne(s of thine own, ' takeft up! 
"tot formal'Frofeflion of Religions and 
"- "tha ſtoppeſi the clamgurs of: thy Conſcience, | 
© 'Chciſtis ſhut out, andiftands without ill. 

- Nay, may I not fay of fome, that inſtead of 

' to Chrſt, they ares haxdned in their 
Aa and Sermon-proof the Word of 

| them not, takes not hold upon | 

4s: ſometimes it -bath done 3 but they | 
with leſs pain arid torture of Conſcience can{; 
D 3 -off -xeproofs- than pare” 'they coul 
* have done, and __—_ ng 0rhnonr F 


__ F.- 2 1 as dye _ © | ho. form 
4: 


WS... 
4 
IF 


Te *? 
g 4 


\ k Ba. $7 A « fo 


+ Lo - 
” . - » 

- ; - on <4 P. 145 ”- £4 

g » 4 A - = 
m 7 35 > Le , i « Of Y - 

o 'V . —_— : Y <3; ys 
: '- A ud; Fi, Vu x 
"7 00 


that 7 were 
are ms herdewn, an gr @ canke 
more He, and, theis 

and ſenſkf6 mo oh 


af thewgbr:{, Qh —__— this 
late, betore Chriſt be 
- We have a (ad complaint eyed 
againſt Ep braiw, Hol: 6+ 41+: m1 IR ph 
what Jail 1 de nyto thee * + For your; joey” 
" neſts 6 6 Marning-Woue.! 81d of 48 FARES 
it phſſeth amgy. 4 morpingeC.l Pp: 
promiſe xþin, bac as-the yun a bs: 
niſheth aways: ap caaly Dew fe Ni 
.and refreſh the caxth 4 ut wv 
comes [ta be: hots the ry. 16 api Ly 
and the graſs (Gorgheth &a; much, the 
was their dy very. anything 
| conſtants, ſeemed to take, no'ice 
. wards, EY wh thers, 
miſe ER fe amendment »/.by 
Eire geickly y 


filled m dew, age bis las FEE 


FR 


rw 


4 3 vÞ 9 x da 
> of F a 
- ur Ka 


1 and * 
DOS th 


4 2 VeeiCorneb 

| &:” Bat nd ſooner hath, 
"*Geen* over, but” all't ' have 
y vaniſhed/ away, and cone 'tty ng: 

{is the © criteftaithnient 'thit Cut? Ha 
F Blanc hilm' not then, iPhedepart,and 
make: you ſeek hfm before you finde- him. ! | 
: Ber Farther, 3 fince it is the Spouſe of Chrift | 
that 'here ſpoker? of, let me carry 'on this | 
ibout Coteiftion' a little further { You 
ly are Believers, and haveeritred into 
| ibaine: with Chiiffzand ſtand in a Covenant- 
ation to Chriſt : Have you opened tothe 
HRllsof Chrift ?* Hath there not been many 
Ang convictions upon your ſpirits in many 
Pi particular caſes, wherein you have been faulty, 
*and” your Conſeiences have ſmitten you? and 
'y Us all this, you have ſtifled- theſe con- 
ns, and have not opened to Chriſt : you 
"=> many 'times' been convinced 'of your 
| - Ptide, e/ worldly: « mindedocfs, - Vanity-and Un- | 
| M [Vorinels, Stoath, and Luke-wattonek, Back- | 
T dnels to Duty, Deadneſs in Duty , Un- | 
; - and dififuſi of God, and of his Care 
bd Providence, and ſuch like things 3 3 and 
+ Ye tho ab roy lag Vy- #0 
, Ch BCLS Singh (ab &t 'col 


ms. 
- 


0609009. I LL LN 


5 E: " P k . ES EST - 3 .< Need ws 4 WR 
P bk : 4 By : *# \ wn cy » - ** 
wits At . _ 8 o - * ; V " « hg _ 
- _ - , 
: A 4 R 5: {> - 
7; £ | 


| ei your Tr (= BBs 2g uh 
ken, It © br. v 
fo your: not hearkned to the counſel; 
and thereof , but have eupdobag: deaf? 
ear, an on in your fin fil}, thn 
ming to him who is the won oo 
who is your Lord and Hwband,and ao. ” 
mands ſhould have influence upon? you? Oh#Y 
myfrictids ! we may. all-ſadly complain, chat: 4 
io this reſpe& we have all of us —_— 
and kepr Chriftout of oor hearts, '*+ 7.17.38 
2+ If the: door be not ſhut agaibi Chit - 
how comes it to pals that the Ordinances oF 
Chriſt-are/(o little prized, (o litrle ſtore. et by x: z 
at'this:day ? We told you in the op ing of | 
the'Dodtine, that one way of Chrift his 
ling was by his Ordinances. In and'byt 
he conviuceth of and reproveth fin 4 
tn” and* encourageth unto duty 4 commultnt- 
cates: grace , affords his company), = we. 
nouriſhment; refreſtiment, Grengrhy andiec 
- fortipro the hungry panting S6all” Th < 
Ld Gl nn te ap e 
" Santiubry;: that arc tor. # 
_ CntGes. / Where theſet 
;Chivifi muſt neceſl i be cot, vod 


| "ent F ants 5 the If ; . 


= 


» os * »& 
has - 


5 B.- 1 v * 


\ $9 | " I» > "8. 
h » hw. » 3% ; -a's.4 Abo 


Ly 


o P 3s” 2 y 
\ 75% we Þ2 - by =Y 2 , 'S ” j n oy - 
p * /} — TY . » mn » | bo rs 
we I £4 L v 9 Nt , . « 5 an 
L *s > 4 * o- - 


TO ka eee nhginey bob tn SK | 
4 Fr! "of the aſſetmbly.-o6 dis Siley: there 
l Coen yr Name, and (00h oma bis 
le: le(/ith then. —_— » I 
3x5 ua theis backs. upon de 
s of Chriſt, ture their backs upons and 
4 ſhut the.:deor_ of their Heats: again him, 

"Perfars miay and okeado, (frequenh aſe. 
the dobs. of _ 


"nauces:of/ Chrift , and. yet; keep, 
ram Hearts faſt 0; aa Chika :. : Rue 
- they. axc utterly out of. the wayof epeving to 
Chriſt, yet, out of the oxdinary wapobChuis 
> call, thax tin their backs upon. his Oxdinan- 
7: Gb- - Greater conteropt cannot - perſons pour , 
Chriſt, than to defpile and. (et; light by 
& Oxdinapces of Chrilt, which be hath-infti- 
tated - 25 means for the enjoyment: bf; hinm | 
” Audi this be ſo, how ordinarily - is: ar av jar 
- fharout! We complain: of, the | 
Trade; and what a low rate all os el | 
+ modities carry : but Fam fore Chriſt's trade is 
very low + the commodities. : which: Cheift 
" offersin the warket of his Ordipances.(though! 
*” Ovary richaud colily. ip. themſelves, yet ate at 
a very. low-rate is the: elteem of Ipok- (en. 
[hn an occaſion. will, keep, ponſoca 
Foes ERAS: 6 {63.AL ag 
ly buſes to wok 


FYy "Sa att : y Ty - ws c 
& % * ». 45: 


Kew Be rials 
EET 
fectifnies,” Whith thicw Nave. 


66 bo. { the Ordifiances of Chrii-Wlytten 7 
an Hoat ity'thcit ſhgps,hr 4 Tingte ment Fe £ 
bur to tht Value 'of a hilinig 4 Fa cage 
they think Chiiffbids thely. tofs, if Fre oh, 
hens th ietve thert worldſy bafineſs #ad 
upon 'him. Many vilhe Chriſt ang92% 
ny ata (Jower vate chan birty pie" 
{ ag) cad ſpite time ro attend” 
ur, but if ry 6ſt them uy chrdg > 
Ordintd&e 'thott be-forboth: ln IK A 
es 6d With theny\{crſons , be 1 ARG 


Ve ee Uk $1" 
his preaching bt Hitieto th oh 7 6 


k<ſeldoin Alters chem With'ur 

Ag froth Chrilk : Olt W 
dv ftcqtient Orditances i yer; bt%h 
Fitted. Gf *Chtilt ; wes Rr EY 
dhce;* but as rerdifferent | io ANC inal-7 


wor I es 


, =" . # an \ 
$I ET, <\z%W G 
7, F 3 - 


rH 


. 


ror 


ow 
| 
"yp ve 7 


»-* 
TELEEMEEIESTE 


"""Plae: = otnpole di 4 
x Wy 65h fall. of. 
bf title matter, of running igto the 


| youll þ n fo ſoon as ever the 
Fn $:: ps of without allowing themſelves he 
X .tume to meditate, or beg God's: blefling 
yy I they. have been partakers of, 1s 
©." this your; opetiing to Chriſt at his call ? Iam 
kW . very..confident this is npt the leaſt reaſon of 
”. perſons unfruitfulneſs undex Ordinances at.this 
El GL; becauſe, the Qrdinances are not. conſcico- 


yatrended, Nor do perſons allow them- 
ſelves:time in meditation and prayer that the 
Idinancc might have. its ſoaking 1 influence 

ahem, By this means, Sirs, you, do too 
dinatiy, if not conſtantly, ſhut out. Chriſt. 
is low Mem that.the Ordinances of. Chriſt 
+. among us., . doth... ſufficiently, manifeſt 
gur hearts are nat rightly opes, to Chriſt. 
pp otherwil with ng 3 Gant. 
thgreat 
Jag 


= 


Sit > my $ bountics Were not vor 


' *4Q = 5 C. 4 . . ” * : 
, IF wt y as. 4 aff > A © n 3 Ls ! : Ps 
2 we” =» Fs, . . «, wr o D « * l £ pd 
aol o £6 pf 


he 21 Nhe be be open.to DE 
| 60 GI 


iii... i AMS a. _—— —_—_— _— th. —_ St FLY — 


0 %s = : —_— &- "— 
® , op ., = ” . Wes « 
. - "S7 i k = F y 0 - ws 
o p P FJ = c - 54 
© _ | it = 
- as * : 


and performances-? Sr je.if Chri wi - 
in, the heett would be on vely, 
Grace would be-mare aQive in us thanjt is  -- 
| this day, We read, Gamtic-' 5- 5+ that when 
Chriſt pat but iv bis finger by I, bole of he Of 2 
though the door was not tully opened.to hitny.. E 
yethe left fach a warming, -gerfuming/vertie 
behind - him,. as ſet the Spoule her ;Graces _- 
afloat 3 ſhe (can. reſt no, longer /in hes bedz but 
ariſeth, her bowels yern towards him 5 ob 
fore ſhe ;get;; the-door open, her fingers: 
with brat. there po by (cntible; al 


Graces will fall to.theig; work x; \Fairhy 
Grongly aQive, Love willhec i B. - 
fulnels will, be increaſed;.: Qbedience "ill 
more. ex3&, , and -univerſat ; Repentanee more. 
deep and ferigus, the; hegxt; wholly 
loully, 'cpgaged for Chiid,, when; che 2 
the be wary opeeedt to Chaiſh. Por = 
w far of rwilc.is it with us | « 4QT gok- 
the, caxcals of. Religion,, and the form'of, | a 


SEE 


4 
6. 


= x : P 
[224 os - 
x 4 Sy 


"* eB 
« 


i of iow fs \ 
"row apo of ws ethiicntly 


hls Oxdtriawces, Ad Believers beafts | 
Lc je freely and fully 6pen When , we 
"What boly, beavenly, zealous, udiverfully 
Cheittians were then to 'bt Giind 3 


25 
AY 


te > 


ld 


CES” 


wht wonderful works did - manifeſt | thith« 
» FveFig them, and wete done by them. But 
L white have we almoſt #ny Chrifti#ns of the 
old farhpund Rrain fefe ! Now adays' we have 
talkivg of + 3 but little holy, Qri®; 
weniphary walkivg its the ways of God, in 

M holy Converſarin 48d GodlineFs; "Sie 1 
| amr a vaſt diffextnce between Chriſtians 
' foriter <1: and hoſe that now Hot. Then 
blemeleſs 'th ul eatr- 


h 48 ary < ome? he for God# live- 
EEE fer 
27 ſpurt, be ; tet Q 

wat ER rs that wot 


= 
3 


t now, bong. 
are there,” who = 


4 of Refights' art 


—  _—_—— 


ED. - hath " l : - 6 . = 
COR RF yy nO@ . cc LÞ aramac oo. 


| | Fan 6 59 is hs * 4 
fore Y 5, yet oh ih if ES crack] ep ti To ; L 
of our hearts... oi 
4-1 the art be. opcy_to Chriſt, how .. 
co it P that the world hath, | 5 
a hare ep there ? Surely y wh 
comes, he gains the Nearts and the fehs 
of, the $ Fis after hit ; Nothin LS 
neltly deſired , or diligendly ſoup) 
Chriſt, Fw chels language to Facaby «poo 
* perpnd,, and with far better reaſons, 
Dgege of a, gracious heart to God z. 
| 190g ren or 1 he S0 laich' theSoul.,. 
Chriſt, of 1. Ny z 1 can, no longer Nog 


out him angwlh avd _pige_aw 3 I 
| jt may. hve but I | 


ct in. Ml \7 woes! it ſhall be, x 


God ; Chriſt 
{4 = "oh T. 
i morn] i bo ocean 


his COUTT, 


his mo} lovely fa 


” a", F 
| * 
. : . LR 
, 7 : w _ 
PS d 
, va 6 
C4 40 U Ka vg 
2 \ ww # 
4 ov $,Þ #- IT. XL x 
, _ ' d. Wks 
LS (* v : 


Cl yy: luns (for 


” "Une !— Lev m fee thy coahtenuter, Jet me 
> Law's egy, ſweet is th voice, and" thy 
pee uf comely, It. was bbs With David, 
27: 42 ©. It he might bat have one re- 
veſt, it ſhould be, that he might” in the | 
$ ; uſe" of the Lord, and that for this &hd that 
h {he mi ght b:bold the beauty of the Lord , avid 
8 in bis Temple : and whatever becamic | 


— 


E * "of other things, this (% the main )*'would he 
-”* Tek afjer. Buralas! is it not far other wiſe 
rb us in'theſe days? and that atbobg thoſe 
t profeſs love ts-Cheit if we look what | 
Zmolt men are bufic about, what takes up moſt 
"of their thoughts, what their diſcourſe js moſt | *t 
abour in all Companies, what they. 6d moſt | 1 
* time in, and. wear themſelves - he. profe- ! Pe 
E "cation of ftam diy "to; tay : 'we not | 2 
> finde it'rather'ro be*the Wa (Chit? f 
7% * I will nor lay, (as is faid of the wic 5h That | 
& +"Gbdir 1 wot in all their tboughts © but! this may be } 
4 "I ly faid, of riiany 5 'thac their moR; fre- | ©" 
t, pleaſant,* and abiding ts ate 4- 
: "Wbarihe world. Theſe lie down'\ ich them 
| ©. - theſe tiſe up 3-theſe go out arid 
- x qherti, as if theſe were their-onely 
= _4Doth this argue C So "lt 
<4 UW /? "where the door i iS « , pe —_ I 
| in without -obſtruc at 'here "it. 


S Q., © o2 ng ne ms, + p09. oy 


"0.8 t crowded in : If it; 

ic gets 00 art! | = 
into. the heare- and aldog; a0 _ 
there. We read-in Seripture of many very'y K 
ſins that the ſervants,of God: ( far ſome ameys"f 
have been overcome by :- but I do not remem= 7 
ber any ( mentioned 1n Scripture, ). that were, 
ſincere, that were overcome with the lo 
the World. Demas ( indeed ) is faid\to as 
brace this . preſent World but whether this | by 
be.to be underitood of his total apoſtacy from 7 
the faith, - or ogely his deſerting his pabhc 
work or ſtation, ,”- the Scripture. leaves. us; 
the dark, and leaves is 0pe.of intamy.an 
diſgrace upon, him. 
polile ſpeaks, x Tim. 6.9: 19... They, that 
be rich, fall. into temptation and.3 Leng , 


into =P fookiſh ond burtfml laſts, m 


men in and perdition > for 


money 4 the.root of af ext which while on 
coveted afier, they have exrec frm ſep 


Pierced themſelver through with ma 


Add.the gon Jobag TOY 


* x 


þ 
or 


W 


, & -- 
Wl dnt» »- *y 
— 


+, "A # "gift _ policy, ebir cbntra< 
F , 6iQoty vortinimds. So thit-from' hence 1 
” eohithade,* that'where the'world thith a great 
ſhare in the heart and affteQions, "there Chriſts . 
»Sirerceft is but ſaiall, and the door of vur 
| hearts not ſufficiently opened to hitt. Iam | 
© — -affriid that at the great. day, when all hearts 
* Hall be cried 'and made manifeſt, there will | 
bt tnafy a man found, who prayed for Chriſt, | 
had a deſire. of him, yea ahd haped' thit* he 
| -- an intereſt in him, and a love for him 
yet through the prevalency of the world, 
ever truely opened his hgare rv Chriſt. Exa- 
reine your hearts thierefore how the caſe ftands 
with'you. If Chriſt be there, atid opened to 
Fhould be4 how cotttes his thottal che- 
- the wotld; to have fiich an thiettft in 
: © and 'to bear fb much fray with you ? 
iy r heaits' Wete opentd® to Chr, rhe 
$a would be more deſpiſcy, atid Chrifts 
- Giipaiy would be tibre detrgirtfhl, alk whore 
| ftore et by. 
+. And laftly: If the door of our bedte be 
- | gþctitoChiift by faith, How 'cottnes"4t bo 
= - "hat there are [b few fraits of Faictfty be 
— *Thets is no que | e; but 


5 


Ly 
- c 
- t 
"bs 2 - 
"1 


*, «4 
j »4 JE 


that Souls Gli will Kt off, anilbeax® 

ſuit. And-if all other Graces be fruith ul; why” 4 

not Faith? If Faith therefoxe be fruidful white 

the Heart:is opened ta oe it: concerns ug 

to examine - what fruits. of Faith; we finde in” - 

our” ſelves. .For a id ls ene 3 

foundation (having the whole Word of ' 

fop1its object, upon which it aCts, and z- 

which at all times it fercheth direQion) Gi. 2 

bath.'a harge office and work in the foul y its © E. 

work | being tv- parifie both. beart aud © lifſks - 

Ads 15- 9. Payifying their. heavts by fajuh.. 4 

Therefore the. Apoſtle Fames tclls us; \ that 

Faith. without works is dead being alones'' ih + 

ray well compare Faith toa large and 

fexous tree, whoſe root or foundation is 

whole: Word of God; recorded in che whole 
body of-Sexiptyre. The ground or ſeas 

Faith is the heart, (tbe'commanding po % 

the ſoul) the body os trunk of this trees Mg ug 

habit os privciple of Faith infuſed ja us, and & 

nauniſhed in. us. by : the Spirit of Gog. _ This 

ſeveral: branches of this tree Jawting 

ſelves every: oy; _ = ca 

os; flowings fo Fa gh. 

' rected by theiſeveral parts of RR 

Size Caldemthy oy Pk 


DW > 54 
. where the fround of. the heart is made wartn 
; by the preſence and ' influential beams of the. 
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| no deruene wt 8 17 ns thele | 
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© s/n Gap alake WS TEL: 
© ſfion« of. Religion4- ( though There be'too 
 _I theſe in' the! World} but alſo fins 
bchevers, who hve the roet of-the 'mar- 
; the truth of grace within them. and (hall 
+ wotwidhfianding all heir blemiſhes) be 
found at Chrift's right-hand, at' the (day of 
ement 3 that yer have too'ſadly (hut our 
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Chriſt when he hath come and called inan- 
favet totheir prayers. Think not this _ 
© "fible;/ for 'in- my Text it is the: Spouſe, 
by Bride of Chrift , that thus unkindly ——_— 
{Fin when be ſioed ac her door. And it twto 
& feared he hath found no better evtertain- 
from us. What cauſe then have we to 
as znd tremble 4:14 Chrifi ſhould deal with 
as hedid with theSpoule! and thezefore 
with all humility . and brokenneſs of-hearr, 
to'confels and be wai], and-(''for time to come ) 
, mh this unworthy, ungrateful, and 
© atdetifet bchavicur towards our Lord and 
_ HuSband. But I paſs from thus ton 
FA. Uſe, wiz. of Exhortation,«to'beſtech 
the name and tcar'of God woo 
ud knocks of Chriſt, laying 4 
es whatſoever. | Jet Ohrift have your "WF 
lethimn have-warm and welcome en= IT. 
ene hers, + Do L-necd here-t0 uſe 7}, 
oy che To trek 


' " 


ulc aliahe ar gpt ; 
might: cole frani: the:mouchs and penbus 
other tac, woulg=theſcbbe of. any gorge! will” 
you , if-Chait hisawa wqrds agd atgutnittd, 
cannot. prenail ti cad id bhisceles! otany mie 
bicaching',, (ay. mexe for Ghrilt Shade: i 
and doc} ſpeak tor -himfe1.? And gherchoratt "| 
Chrift cannothow. ſhall 4 chink tp pteyails 4 
4ou ?. I}. either friendly compellifagns; of 4 


ali intreaties, ortrong arguments; A, 


which 1 vaze 'bcen endeaveuringiaf aniarames 
tomy pate and weak abiticys). vo BnfoldFuns,.: 
to you- in; this whole Diſcounſcy 16, vengh: 
(ball rcter you, ape; thall nathere! rtf ; is a 7 
ſarne things aver again 4 only bc g. you a+ © 
riohs mcd1.ation 'tipon then : AndyShnRer_ 
ivg/ehcis weight aud? imporiance; bk. +, 
ther they muy not preponderate:?! 7 ; out: a 
weigh ajl-as ents/'that YOUR: tnal £ | 
ful-Heanrs , a (ulgyled Devil, and: ar alan 
Wwboriſh-aWorldcan bring \agaiudd.c 8: 
Oneiy give meleavelinajew wo eos 
Rulace checa(e a lite with your! 

itiz askiyoa” ita 
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"exer: 4r-:your: bats? Seriouſly meine 
p- 2 fore you-give an'an{wer.' Do you - 
to Jive to more: profit and advantage 
q without than with Chriſt ?..; 1s 
iſtno» gain: and- advantage to your, Souls ? 
| heybring; no profit-and advantage. with 
Mn ? is fot. bis bead filled with dew, and bis 
1 becky with the drops of the-night # Hath noc he 
- the command and'diſpole of all things ? and 
> thath-notthe promiſed to give grace and glory, 
" -#ud to' witbbold no good thing 7 Pla'.$4. 11-and 
i he affure us :that be tbat fared not bis 
OP - Sox, bus delivered bins up for ws all, will alſo 
q bins give us- all things, that may be good 
- for vs?Rom- 8. 32. - Do you think to live 
* moare-toyour own re, contentment, or 
I or * Is it-not 3x bis preſence that there is 
oſs of ;joy, and at birright hand #bat there 
enſures for evermore ? Plals 16. 11. it 
him alone that the Soul and Conſcience 
e/true prace and a ? and that 
nothing but "_— a termpe is are 
F xcad, Zobn 16. 33+ , Tellme; who 
wiſt can, put your Soul: into Davide 
of $picit, in 0:Dajes condition ? 
idogy1 cd, pcrſecured, in the 
cute of maintenancey; friends, | 
1 | 65 =" — 3 
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4 nah ab i fete Nhe/ co ary 9 te "#- 
enmoyment of God'+'t Id CTA ett phe”... 
praiſe. In ſactya condition alſo was he : 
be penned Pſalm 57.200 ytt his bears | 

to ſing anthgive praiſe. tf you he IY caw®” 
live*nore profitably. or - mote pleafantly w: FF, 
out Chriſt, in: worldly:and fGnful- hayi'ai TEE 
courſes , let me defire yow'|to talte axviewiof | 
your time, carriages, and\ Eta -j 
that is by paſt : And let measyo : 
queſtion "that 'the Apotile dorh, -Rom. 6.2du" 
What fruit bad you then in thoſ&1hi 


f ye are now aſhamed ? Phinb with & 
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that cither''in reſp: of profit; 3pli > | 
| nour or comfort, no company 4s kkety; »Chrifts. 
| Oh: therefore let not' him"ftand wi 

| while worſe company is tr: ny tr 
F hearts. ©What 'is the reaſon nog 
| hearts are fo full of guilth 
diflatisfactionsof every'k a, bat want 
| of the Company ind"preſcnce- ot! 4 wet MM. 
this 4 Ka > per 5-4 os bur "iy va 


vas oa Ac 
Gar Ke n &- 4 
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Ei Fe 9 you what. yail will Ms or howyou 
© willmake up your accounts. at Drath and Judy. 
ment without Him?Fou- know that Þ afpoztr- 
"” .all men. once to ae , aud after death the 
/ hs, fps You know alſo, that-we'muſt ell) ap- 
WW before the Judgment-ſeat of Chriff i" tor 


uhe world by  Zeſisc Chrift, AGs: 17. 31+ and 
that in chat day, He muſt give bim account of 
 allthatiwebave done in the fieſb, whether good 
” gre, whether fecret or open, Wheehes ip 
= "bought, word;.or deed; there. then we: att 
an avid the agceting, with Chriſty, how; then 
a. think thac -Chaift the Judge will look 
| up Por, ou, at that day, who have do {lightly 
& upon himy: when hc food knocking at 
door of your hearts ?. Read With 1crigul- 
pc . Prov 1: 24, 40'the end, Mat(hv 25.11.13 
'- a countenante., 20d Jopks -ot Chriſt, 
2 w to; you pbw. is deſpicable, (but to; the 
2 jb ly) will to-you they wang, dread- 
Sing <4, » Thek will yow ory'$0 o of 
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ome, and min'is able to aire: Fl 


4 het me ine further alkyou, What hy 
| Wieſe at pics 


en lbeth ap voiatel a.duy, wherein be will judge 
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Keds it , Var) n | , 
b hinder you ? If it haye, Jet us 65 


and ſee what ſirengtly, oF reaſon may & 
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I can but (at prefent) cal to minde cheſs 
Three: great and main hinderances, that keep 
men off from opening to Chrift at his calls £1; bs 

t- The low and mean eftcem whic jy 
have of Chriſt's company, feaſts and 
The generality of the world by, 
ſome ſenſible good thing: Wb» will ns 4 
any good thing ? Plal. 4. 6 Something Warne 
may yield them ſome preſent adva Pop 
may -adrance their eſtate, their & 5 A 
ſure or honour 3 ſomething chat they'* ©. 


with their eyes, or handle; or cafte; 06" 
thing that is obvious to ſenſe; but as"! 
viſible things , an intereſt tn" Chrilt, i 
Cavenant of Grace, afucure rewitd 
ther Lifc,- ovly tor the preſent tobe ſes 
and apprehended in the promniſe, the(@anagy® 
are lixde ore (et by, If Chill ey : 
thern ol thele worldly-gooe thing = 

would {et ftote by Him.” | 
of (piritagl'Fealts, of [Y fins in 
+ a'Crown of glory "the 
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FN "het\ ftore ſet by: by gat 5 akex' "Hh Ky, des 
2 ey: artecalled upon, to open to him, they make 

light of it, «s' not judging him' worth -the 
*_ opening to. But that this is a great miſtake, 1 | 
. MHight'cafily demonſtrate,for we'have little rea-- ! 
, ſonto have (o low an clteem 224-valueof Chrift ' } 
a his Berefirs and Banquets, if we. do but rightly }- 
| undexſtand our ſelves. We'will (uppole a man ÞF :- 
to have all that the world can afford him, both } + 
io on - ps profit, pleaſure, and honour, and 
want true peac: of conſcience, true comfogt 
+his Soul 4 can, theſe things give him this, 
7 Iachotlt Chriſt ? But where a Soul; hath 
Chailt, he may have peace in his own Soul 
: ſcience, in the abſence of theſe world- 
E- Ty enjoyments. | David-in a wildernel(s, Paul. 
+ and Silas in a dungeon, with their feet fait in 
eh vc Rocks, their ftripes and wounds unwalked, 
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fiog praiſes to God with a werry and 
--. chi = heart. Nay, my Friends! it is-jm- 
D. - tor me to expre (5 that quictneſs and 
=. of Spirit, that abundant peace. of Con- 
/ Foy of heart, concntation and fati(- 
wwh cha Believer enjoys an the company 
: with Chriſt : chuxetore it'is 
eth all Erirr orphs 
Jo wn 


Fr" Tens 
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entertrhent to th 


chan bappy's and this nÞi 
And -therefore his 
muſt needs be not fo deſpicable as many ”—_ 

# . + account them, ' But alas! it is their 1gno- 3 3 
| © rance, and want of experience'3* would 3 
bur be perſwaded to open to Chriſt, and make” 
trial ot the excellency of his company; ad 
rarity of his "banqu«ts 5 they would 's 
more” veneiable cttcem for Chniſt than 

they have. 

2 Aftother grand hildraince hat kw 
off from® opening co Chriſt, *s the” 

' 'of other ' bufinets. ' When Chriſt zmes 'U 
calls,” perſons are fo cok witoner if 
_ that" tlicy cannot be at Teifurc toc 
wm, 'or give him any ©ntertaiomghtd;,) 
- are} br kd fo deep ut Hh = . ; 
nd cumbers of the World; thac they have 
|  no'Teiſure to- open-to Cheilt :. 30/nor lg by 
| as to weigh the argumencs*and' $\ 
Chriſt niakes uſe of to procure adimiſſ ” 
their hearts. - Oh bow: bulie ate 1 
. world 1- head and-heart; hands a 
& whole ſoul and body 45 
theworkd$Bmaybek id they 


. 4 ſs » : . a F 
wry a 
- , , 


, XY 4 

—_— "3 

4 6 . | -. 
© 7 * - $ 


% > 


'” % 
* 4 


_—_—  —— i —_— _ 
, 
« * 
a 


n ian 


. 
- x 
| x F: 
» 


1 She% - 


_ his-calls be .i feQual, when pexſons arc 
have not leiſure:to.ftand 


{till and conſider what 4- j<; 
+. Were beſt to be done, whether that which -_ | 
- are about, or ſome other thing. Weread in i w 
. the parable of che Supper, when the Maſter | 
(cads forth his Scrvants to invite gueſts, one 
man.is buſie with his Farm, another with his 
Merchandiſe; but none of thoſe. whigh were } 1; 
| bidden had leiſure to,come. And. the reaſon | 
was, they ſaw a preſcnt nec. flity and urgency 
_ of. the. preſent, buſineſs which they were a- 
_ bout, but.they ſaw none (0 great andipreſent | 
need of,,Chriſt., Many in the world are worſe 
Rem than Mertha was, and- yet chink 
. 


._ their time (o well ſpenc io.that which they arc 
= , about, that, they are Joth, co, be, taken off to 
= wait and attend upon Chriſt and, his Miniſtry. 
, Martha had invited; che Lord Jeſus .to- her 
haul, and with higa, many friends z,gnd that f 
, Wh the was bulicabout, was, tg-make- rea- 
- _.» z Ay-provifion for - his cntertainmentz a buh- 

nels: (OE, would.chiok ) indiſpenfible.. And | ;; 


_ 


| tre _ Fe es *. "oF " 
wt e raw aides For bit. How maty-qrs - 
oxle employed thar-this ! @hd yer have mart © 
” ſeifare toTonhder whetherany thing be WOrG. 
, neceflary to be done, than «what they are #h$+ > 
| bout, To ſuch asthele-1 would ſpeak thele.. Þ K 
few words. ' You think your fe)ves well .cmmp.” 7 
ploycd, in your carnefi and- hot purfuſt- of: the, © 
world, the cares and buſineſs that, onely. x4; 
laces to this preſent lite, and you ſee nothing, 
more needtul- at preſentito be done, Let'ine . 
ask you, this.quettion ; Notwithttanding, the 
| great buſineſs 'which you have to do;in' the. 
| world do you not tometimes finde. Jeiluie; 
to cat, drink; ſleep; drels and adorn the 
You will ſay,.Y cs, without zheſpwe gouldret © 2 
live; nor have any ftce dfollþw our buſis, = 
neſs ;Well; will time-be; atf ded for taking 
gion Ps meat thas petiſheth, and, - $24.4 
wed tor fexdingpponr that meas © 
e5 #0 everl afting life £.. Read oon 
6+ 27» Liiipe Ko for tins which perif FW 
bat for that meat, which egdures. to everlM we 
life. Hatch your 'Body a Pare. -_ F..5 
to cover your nakedne(s” EY 
2 your Souls to be clothid fth > - 
wiſnels of Jeſus Ghrilt as a Ke eG Ne 
" It: you'dig but as x ſh y hoy naked 
| Souls,” - in _ k 50d, 
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- >... endeavours, And'if fo, I'pray you to con- 
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4s you *'would now "be to have 'men Re your 
ly naked. And therefore - confider "with 
-your{:|ves, whether there be tot as great need 


-eotake ft and convenient time fot the* feeding 


and clothing your Souls, xs there is f6r (ceding 
and clothing your Bodies. And if 'there be 
as great need , I pray you let not 'your Ppre- 


cious Souls famiſh and fiarve, while you fo 


caxetully pamper” your Bodies , apd "that 'not- 
withſtanding your great and urgent” buſineſs 


' Mtheworld. Again, you that. are ſo'tatneſt | 
__ and bufic about the world, and have your time 4. 


and thoughts ſo taken up about ir Jet me ask 
jou this one queſtion-more : "Whether do you 
hd that your ſucce(s in your worldly affairs 

| F orincipdlly flow from your own wiſdom, 
dre, and pains 4 or from' the bleſſing'vt God 
oo your endeavours ? I believtthat few or 
of 'you will beſo audacioufly imipious 
'$8"*to athim the formery (whatever' you 


otteriſe from 4he blcfſing of God upon: your 


1 what ground or wairant' you can 


rours, when you w) , 
Jeatts-agetiift his well beloved Son? alid/when 


k') but Yather char yuur ſucceffive buſineſs | 


ret the blefſing of God upon yout cndea-/ 
ou wiltully (hut the dbox 'of your 3 


dlight'of him'aud bis contny, '{! 
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£ > | hs, a 
and be preferred before him? - Might us | ite- | 
'ny:of 'yow ſucceed better m your worldly: | 
; neſs, if you would give- Chriſt herter 
tainment'in your Hearts; and cumber-.your - 
ſelves leſs about the world? Chriſt billsus, 
Matth. 6. 33+ Seek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
' and the Righteouſneſs thereof : and promiſech 
that all other thing» ſhall be added. Intimating, 
that thebeti way to ſecure a competency"of. 
this 'world to: our ſelves, is-in the frſ+.and 
chief place-40 ſecure-an interett in Chrift for 
- | our Souls. We (ay, that he that would drive 
. on a Tradez mult have 1ntecltiand-acquain- 
; tance. Andi] am ſure we cannothavei 
C in, nor acquaintance with a better friend | 
4 _ nor- one "that can beftead us m I 
| - the.carrying 00; of .our-worldly butineſs : 8: 
| It is the Viefſing of the- Lord, that 'ntakes "To 3 +44. 
«nd adderno Jorrow therewith, Prov. 10; who 
O ſpare ſome time thercfore wtf 5 "x 
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. . your worldly buſineſs, to-open your heatts/ 
4- Chiiſt, Iy 
Wh: Another hjoderance. t0-our: op 

. Chriſt, may. be. the difficultyandiunp 

| nels of the work, cither 4n:« by. 
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; tbe are the twa principal Wat 
Ganl: is to: open £0. Chris. And theſe - arc 
;$wo. Graces, not without- much.difficuity at 
"7 woto , in the: right .cxcreile.of ther 
& © Many perſons, at a diftance, think it an-<allic 
; - \niatter £0 belicye iv a crucilticd Savicur 5 fat 
 wheo they come tomake proof of their Faighþs 
In: pageicular calcs,' they Maily (44s tande] 
-4hqmulelves ac 3 loſs. 'See this 19-40 inſtance, 
Mark" :9. 24- 'we have a man bi ;his 
{6bild co Chrift to be healed 4 is coming: ar- 
| ſomething of Faith ; bat when - the} 
iſciples had tailed in the cures gndralie child { 
masaather worle han betree, ;che anags faich | 
E © ghcpivs to Ragger, as appcars: by his: words, 
= Mor. 22. If thin canjh: do any thingy bove com- 
+. In 0n\W, and belp us. | Hcrgapen Chailt F * 
Ea.” Atl bym10 the reel txetcife opiigith, xerl.23. | 
_ Ak thop .canft believe; . «ll things are. paſebie 40. ]. 
ihiw-that believcth.- The poor manupun exa- | 
p&c1on of is own-heart,;hndymgHtome faich, 
this very weak, and hazdly to bz cab 
nd ticdtali bclieks without wavcring |. 
ging, - «cfies-out, I, believe, Lord _- 
whe high: Which mamicſed his ſex 
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the difficulty of- opcning/40 Chrifi by Fat 
a3:4is kn _ And+aruely, \Chriftians the 
Wy; S406 -ef cirgwhearts (as they , 
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| »And ehercore a lazy ſluggiſh Soul is uth | 
* willing tobe at ſuch;pains. There are-fome._- : 

n4/ weary eps that a believer muſt taketo opti. 
alice] Chriſt by Faith. As. (4.) carvett Prayer: 
him, . who is the Finiſher and PerfeGer,as S: 
as the Autbowr and Bepinney of red ago; þ 3. 
J. Fain the a& and exerciſe, as well-ys.an thes _ 
4  habic,- muſt be obtained of: Chriſt+by..carneſt ___ 
's] Prayer.”iAnd <o tag in:(his-duty of Prayer;'us © 
aſ- we ought, is no calic work, efpecially Chnt © =; 
thef fans tithe erp to: hold back and detiy,,:.as 
1d{- he did tothe-woman-of Canaan "This puts” 
ih the Soub Tometimes into a: ſweaty, #pdi-thee- | 
5, | fore thecaſeful Soul is leath to be-atithispgigs 3 | 
«+ his -patience' 15 worn. out; and he faiots and 


4/4 
bas, 


[tf flags i/the ducy. +14 <4 5 
3-.] - 2+ Another weary ip the Soul val tak 
fo. ]. to-get Fab antorthes the:cxerciſe, is the ledrchint © 

3 he Word ad Promila, and right ging 

1, them; Itvis to.hnd, 

d | promiſes! as may: righdy{Gait our cc 

> |. | When we have found: thien(y it 

» 26. thing: morc difficule; [rightly toi 
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”” and medita 66h ko Ann} 
| pra: = but - yet lays. it aſide, can tack. no- 
 1medtne from it, becauſe. he cannot clear up 3 
””- | hisawtercſt in it: and that - realon of- _ [ 
LE r condition. or qualification.-Annexed! 
A y = which ade ate in himſelf. ,. In 

© -+ this caſe-to believe ſeems difhcult, and there=.'Þ 
Fforcthepromiſciis laid afide, -and no comfort } 
gathered+ from it 31 upor this account 'a lazy | 
Soul fits:down in-unbelief,- anddotly got: -open. | 
t-Chrift by taith. | 
+ 3+ \Another weary ftep' is, che overcoming | 

*_. " that uabelieving trame of. heart which? we arc | 
E naturally prone unto. | Unbelicf isa fin; which 

©” acaturally flows+from the corruption of +our 
natures, andaccompanics us in, ſome-meeſurc; F 
b + moze or Icfs, while we arc .in- this: Vale"of f 
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_ Tears, And this partlof cotrupe-nature poor 
* Spas: tinde as. 'machy di inthe. over- 
- Andrhe reaſon 


Bok as any corruprion. 
(of all cortuptions) none-h(@th more: { 
r-it ſelf thag” this 3 for the object of, 

ah daperly) 1s-unſcen.;things, ſuch av-are - 
viou quo Mach 'asſerm to. thwart 
reaſon, and frequent: experie: 
"3 hinge av IETISNE 
rm our fai | n, | __—_— 
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a FS nf BP Es, weſbl- - © 
ved and: induſtrious, as to be at VER 
which :the- Plalmift was, Pſabs 73- fo Gate 
| things to the bottom, and to weigh chin pr 
k the balancc- of the SanQuary, 'and ory id 
| they ſit down without opening to Chriſt 
4 Faith. : 
'F 4+ Another difficulty is the griping quile of 
- } finandunworthineſs, - which fo looks them'in 
| the face when they ſhould open to'Chriſtby: |. 
Faith, that the eye of their Faith is dim, and © 
| they cannot wich any contideace look Chrilt, 
in the face. It is an- uſual {aying, thats 4 
Conſcience- needs no ry E 
. Will-iawardly check the adulterous Spouſe:of 3 
Cheiſt, and mike her bluſh when ſhe ſhould +; 
open tohim and look him in the face." Th 5 
Plalmift complains, that he'was ſo 4". 
about, and: rormented with his fin , thae-h a. 
could mos look,up, Plal. « 40» 12+ It va | 
very common in humb'ed penitent "ik 
that they muſt not, dare not, by Faitiy 
- toand cloſe with Chriſt, ill they: 
| taifed ſuch a meaſure of internal 4 
and SanRity as may make them fit fouls 
lin ge ene rem y. Bat 


oy "Y 
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*” work of purity 3 For it is his work by, bis 
E” Spitit, topurific, and this purifying vertne we 
* muſt fetch from bim_ by. Faith ; tor ; It is be 
” that worketh in ws both to will and t0:do_ of. bis 


-- owht gaod pleaſure, becauſe without bins we cain | 
* dornbing} Our work. is ficki to believe, and | 
-* then by Faith to mortifie the deeds of the fleſhs f 
Now this work is difficult, to open' to Chiiſt, 
and look him in the face by Faith, with the 
guilt of fin upon our Conſcicnces. This goes 
- contrary to the grain of Fleſh and Blood, who 

;- would gladly bave ſomething of irs felt and 
© its own. Righteouſneſs in 1ts juſtification. 
6 our work is to diſclaim gll worthy- 
>” els of our own, and to come to Chriſt; with 
© Rapes aboxt- onr- Necks , as delt-condemined 5 
© perſons, lying at the foot-(tog], of. -pure Grace, 
*- and Chriſts Rightcouſneſs for juſtitcation and | | 
> *Afe.. Andtherefore where there remains any | | 
[> e of pride. in the. Heart, according. co | 
J t meaſure and degree of pride, Chriſt will | 
| out : The weary. ſep of (elf-denial (in 
}) the Nluggiſh Chriſtian. is not ,wil- 


| | you ſee the work ic ſelf in opening to 
by Faith is very dithculc, and; hence NE" 
D pew: 23 WI, wa... -v 
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nile th anqode -oft 
[4 ids 3p [| his' Wt, , 
the Edu $ l On | 
ingins aye So nc þ o thidk © 
his pains tft beſtow wed. hen in © Sins I i os: 
Fail by Faith, » It is he” that” b1 the. Ne 
hips ww rmjties in __ 0d Vielfih 
hi wats evgth tO weelſt 
coal It is | OK that bfoks promiſe to J 
Pi: e, help 4 us tq anderfiand and rig n 
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Mes: gnd to take the fecal "a 7 
i comforts 'df chem, * It'is inte give 5 US. | 

2 Fiſzab-fight of unſcen "things!" gy 
our uls 6 the ccrrainty of 'f 

that helps gur unbelief : And it js TY 

alone, that'by his Blood mutt Pur 

uile of a1] our ins, 

; Cri by Fair, hs Ir thele int edja 

ex you. 
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| _ much ado to bring the "5: oP. 
heiſt by. Love, Theſe world! 


0 lovely, gs. Heart is Y 
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ahi too ER live) that the objeR of 
th is little notice taken of. To any him 
| exefore , 'and. that with ſuch a love. as we 
t, whom we, have not ſeen, this is very dif- 

: To open our Hearts and AﬀeQions to | 

bim that we never ſaw with our eyes, but 
onely have heard tell of; this is very difficult, 
and ſcarcely attainable by s ſluggiſh Soul, that 
Yay to be at the pains to enquire after | 

But Ict not this hinder, for we have | 
=> fachdiſcoveries of him in the word, Cif we | 
wi | but be at the pains to ſearch chem out ) | 
ml xender him altogetber lovely 3 far more 
a c than the moſt precious thing in the 
3 TY And therefore let not fluth hinder us | 
from opening to Chrili by love. 
2+ As there naay be difficulty and u = 
ad in open ſo there may be di 

nd vopleaſant —_ when we have opened b 
hriſt, and Ict him ins and the thought of this 
gy make the Soul aowiling to open to Chriſt, 
2x inſtance, * 
4+" Chriſt at bis comi in, way tip-up our 
ores , and briog our fins to 
ich. may renew. our torment and | 
a Chriſt comes | in, beak 5 
eS in the S map 
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aothe to new xrrow, ſhame, and pain- 3 
raph hoe Soul afraic 1 Dpe ing, ti By. 
Chriſt. There is in every one ſuch an inde- : 
lible ſenſe . of the holineſs, of Chriſt , and. of" bo 
their own guilt, that ( though the Soul may & 
have a real deſire of Chrifts company, yet.) is 
really afraid to. let him in, leſt Chriſt + 
diſcover there what the Soul ts afraid to. have © 
(ſeen. And therefore .ic argues not onely. , 
fincerity and truth of Grace, but a confide Ta 
ble meaſure of the prevalency of  Gracc, whe 
the Sou), without inward zeluQaocy ar fea 
fulneſs, can (ay as David, Plal. al.138, 23: 5e098 < 
me, 0 God, and know my r 7 i 
know my thongher. This i is TV. phe <p - 

the, Soul , would be tenderly de with : n 
left Chriſt, (in this caſe } deal. wich 
fully and oundly, che Soul is afraid co opefh 
Chiiſt. * Though Reaſon will bay with 

A a= 
is aſrai ve_the gt 

m calde beve the and upon this. Y 
count! many faint-hearted Chriſtians ar = 
willing to opea to Chiiltz but racher ſhi 
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v LOT the bit | 
'£; tor89 and at 7 i VO oot ki 441k, -you 
S 1 ably periſh of this wretched <- 
5, x 4 AhY'1} youdo kt hiith inVerctftcr, he 
miſt #he@ catch it tothe Botthth, her | 
incaly ticks your Titi frees a3 a canker , | 
deeper and deeper Tas your lar? $'ubd wil 
fot your pin bc' the more nrolkebable, whih 
your ' wound” cottits* to be Trarched ? Aid | 
thereforc” let Ppiritwil Yeafon previt with you 
ty- open to/Chrifi; withotit any note (thy. 
That yhich-bere "tho trake( aſebf a5 2 rew- 
Yon wby thy beert is (hot again Chirid,fhould | 
be a firony,. yea the” (ronget ar$itntht © |. 
© the coticrary,”to opcn'to Chrifiquithly: "Is | 
_ Whvite - 'Mexey that thou haft 46” precious a | 
= at hand. Lowould bes moft childifh 
x ow to ſhut 'Him out of 'doots, breavfe | 
© - Uhouheedeſt his' Help, but nee Afraid left hi 
©  Yhould fee, and ripup thy fore.*” This Aefh- 
Nealins eaſefalnbls 5s that Which rititnes mhiny I 


je eeay aol b-0f frow vhs tet pa 
_W ofthe world and worldly bulificfs, which'ls 


© gen us: He may ay. to thee, Cotne, , 
1 Foun hn fo h ty itt the parſuitiof tl 
 * Awaule ;finefs for's' while, "1 | 


am 1 cottie;” cyrus | pg of, 
Chriſt to the ſoul.  Bar' this is very Ungla 
unto the Soul, that' is Hot and carneſt inthe. 
purſuit of the worlds -this fol will be oy to 

. anſwer as the man in the Goſpel, Lor# I will / 
' follow thee, but ſuffer me firſt 10” go and biity my 7 
father 5 let me but diſpatch ſuch or ſaca'bus , 
fine(s that 1s urgent upon me, and then wil 
wait upon thee. But O Soul ! confider with 
thy - (cif, what haſt thou of greater concerns. - 
ment to do, than to hearken to and obey'the_ 
voice of Chriſt? ' If Chriſts coped be” 4 
» more wotth, and his fcafts of: no cx vas "HE 
* Jae, he may refalve thow ſhalt notteſt@oFhis? 
| @daintics. | His buſineſs with thee tha) maſs et L 
' correctivg thy faulcs, (the illumvinat "» 
with ſpiritual] wifdome;” warming = 

| taalizing thy cold and carnal Aﬀeion 
be ſare his main bufinefs with thee? 
thy Tpitituil eſtate, to'the concerns! on 
' | Andthisis of ſo mach greattr Ty 
port to thee, "than any worldly buſioeſs W 
ſoever;'aFthy Soul is of more worth't 
thin" ll the world. For what'w 
bee 10 gain the whole ' world, "a 
| — Immortal jog. or 
#*1-exch 
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his ANG oy 7 te forme 
| fanc work which "as would 81 gladly be 
— d from 3 and this may be an hitdrance 
* -- £o their opening to him. + Sometimes he calls 
2 to, and puts them upon renewed acts of Re- 
= pentancc ( as was hinted before.) Sometimes 
upon the mortification of ſome beloved luſt, 
which may be as painful, and as unwillingly 
yielded togas the cutting off the right band, right 
Foot 5 or plucking out the right eye. Nay, his 
{Word may (turther) rf nay quick, and powerful, ſhar- 
© puu than any two-edged ſwor cing even ts the 
| + wor rt of Soul and = — of #be 
» Joyn marrow, diſcerning'and diſcovering, 
L-- =: and intents of the beart, Heb. 4.12. 
- Which the Soul is not willing ſhou'd be dif- 
” covered, .or cut off ; or at leaſt is afraid, cf 
” — the pain and trouble it may be put to.in this 
k; ,and therefore lingers , and puts off 
from time to time. Somctimes: ( a- 
) Chriſt may. put his Spouſe-upon ſuch 
as may crofs her natural-/inclinatjon, 
ar, preſent, and viſible antercfi. 
x demyang ber ſelf, taking up ber. crof. 
him. Enduring bardſbip; as.@ go« 
r far Chriſt Enduring fag evil 
oy erſeeutions, and che hi] 58 ; p 
ago it b blood-ut 
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nation) as cue Soviour al abs 1 prayed; -- 
Not my will, but thy will be doite. Hererahe - 
Soul oftcn ſticks, and' upon theſe terms, is 
loth/ to opet# t0' Chriſt , che Aeſh havin 
Rrovpg afth upon the ſou). hong fo 
terms 'as thele' the young: man'iv the Golpel © 
went "away from Chiitt, Mark 10. 24a 3 A 
—— Go tby way, ſell whorſcrverihith bafjt, and 
| 6--ho0 the poor, and thou ſhalt have treoſurerim. | 
avens and come takg wp thy ———— 
me. And:be was ſad at that ſaying," and mens 
away grieved; 8c. I am atraid there 


too many in-this age that- would: ac ah o 
. too hard texms'to accept of Chriſt-vpows-, 


_— 


But if men would . but 
why ſhould theſc be any bindeneet.th 
jars rev ITN for. in; allthis G 
Ed If he bids us. paxt-wich E; 


 hepromiſcth us Heavenly treaſure. 5:11 b 


us cut off a'corrupt partor member, (ch 

it be painſul,- yet. )-it isin order tothe 
nal ſalvation of the whol&;.\Matth.. 4: 
and is it.not better to loſe.s a pt' 


| Joſe the whole ? 


. Chriſt at- his 


F uicken us in our | 
So and more exad arid ct 


ork,” He" Sou = wank 
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NE nts Laid | p Foe "nw 
with albour might 20 enter in 'at the aight 
gates for miny ſhall, ( in + taty and. 
=, manner) ſcek and wiſh 8 exter in,ond roll - 
=» {be able. He may tell us, that this azy floath- : 
=” fol working will not attain 'the-end that we 
2 * . aimat3 forzbe'Kingdom'of Heaven ſuffers viv- 
> ence, and tbe violent onely take it byforce. It 
= 'wiltnotſerve our turns to read; prey, hear, | 
«meditate, &e. at the cold and cantlels rate |} 
. --phich we do» It will not do-weall to beduth Þ 
- +mngers ( as we arc) to our own hearts 
” 16hbwe muſt examine our own carts more 
E | CIS and effetually : muſt tudy 
practiceour duties more throughly : muſt 
| wato'' prayer, and giverour ſelves 4wnto 
- Tipaytr i: Mult make the Law of God our delight 
"Mz a1 daily meditation : muſt is: {mall 
as well as great; exerciſe a Conſciente. old of 
e towards God and Men : Muſt ſet@twateb + 
we the doorof our Hearer, Lips and dives : | 
(in nl *) forgetting e#bingribat are 
eaching forwars 19 thoſe #bings | 
qu= towards the mark for ihe 
-r3es bigh calling of Goll in Obrift Fe 
m redoing Coe ety theſe! 
. -moone © oing tince the laſt time? 
+11 you ? what have er! * | 
_ *% | Gf tne yo prnyors FS 


Sc. A _— —_— alt. ———— 
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of the” , which 'I betrufted ye 

mn what D@rwardnel ts your work? "Das" 

ſte how ttiarecrs' fland- with you? 'what de«. © 

y ſighs have'you on foot for my gloty *-and# 

ar6thedelignes. which you arc tow care 2 

rying of ? Thetc and fach-like -£ 

be asked by Chrit at his' coming it Now! 3 

if the Soul ' have” been ide and-cardte(s; E: 


fot able its atry meafureto give #/good/ ues” 3 
* count intheſe and ſuch-like exſery ho wonder  -; 
he bec onwilling (ut this time)/TWee > 
n to Chriſt. Thefcar'of having” her/favllts- © 
cred,” and the guilt of chem *e 
the er of Her Conſcience , will 
mw opening'to Chriſt, ©. tes 
before. ) Th *?. 
© _ Bat'if reaſon might take place, this-M a 
be no hiriderance at all y for what Cheſt = 
4- ns; 5'teal/ truth, that'oorwork wen afd- 
our te Var fhore, fling: on a-pace;# b&6- 
verable 'When bn : Tad if we havel X _ 
loirered, "is it- Teafon (that we thous Dd 
1? Is it not bigh time to awake « 


© >. 
we night 'is far ſpent, the day ir BY band 
ſhould tet ns ſeep or foirer dw AM" 1 


l, tor eottie to the Wei 
fooliſh Virg zits, Math. 25. ir 
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Y 4 _ - <-> 
ene "17 ja veſſels | 
| of,every one having little £ for 
' himſelf, and you muſt be forced to. go to = 
Ke you ſhould enter;io. with v4 and by 
= this means you come tobe ſhut out, and loole 4 
F ': pope whole cxpeRation? Were it not better 
© let in Chriſt now, and be content to ſhake off | 


© fNeep, while you have time to gct oyl into your 
with your lamps ? We ule to ſay, that 


A TX in mot caſcs are. very dangerous z. and | 
4 tis bad putting off things to the laſt: 
- Lamfurc this is moſt true in this caſe, that fo 1 
-” greatly concerns the ctcrnal fiate of. our Souls. | 
a, Nay further, if things be amiſs in us, 3 it. not | 

| to let Chrilt'come in, and put all things 
"00 rights ja. us, then to let them go at random, 
k- 2 ie be pad nee? I am ſure there never | 
= was Soul that ever repented of this, whatever | 
in it, was put to in the doing of it 5 | 
hough . many a Soul hath ſadly repented che 
ng out of Chriſt, when it hath been. too 


w and fin to light and remembrance; A 
_ thou'mayſt rcpcnt and reform 3 thay t 
-"f ſhould finde thee out in the guilt, ſhame, 
and purſhmenc of ic co all eternity 
ind be ſire thy ſin will, at one time or, other, 
de t; | ont , Numb. 33; 23: of _ 
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I dare be bold t6 fay, that there aut! no. 
true ſpiritual reaſon, tor any poor foul og * 
fuſe to'gpen.to Chriſt 3 of reaſons produced for 
that end are cornal, and therefore ought t rot 5 
pulled down and deſtroyed; For the r of "4 
our warfare ore not (ought not tobe) & 
mighty 3 to the pulling down— all imagen, 

or (as the word ogoites) cavils, or carnal* 

ſonings... One of theſe two cauſes KF 

both which are bad, theſe carnal 1 

muſt proceed from either from a ſecret {6 

to ſome fin,or luſt in theheart, which we 7c 

not © have: Chriſt to diſcover or purge 
which may well call in quettion the truth an 
fincerity of Grace in us : for the Plalmilt walk 
us, Pſal. 66.18. If I regard inigud rf 
' beart, God will not bear my prayer : fr 
certain, He doth hear the Praycts of 
are ſincere. for he ſaith, Pſal. 145 1 v 
Lord is nigh unto all that call upon bis.” 
trath. Sd that thy lincerity is bo 
Or elle it proceeds hence, vis, trc 
SelHove. Pride, becauſe cho 
| have of riſt fo ke oy a an 


know > hat God re 
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flow, in ita 


eaſe, it att TY 
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©,--ot5 japan ore de: 
to thee than Chrift, xa art _ thy to. he. | © 
By #32 O lex none of theſe baſc and fin- | £ 
— ful - arguments ,keep thee off ſto opening | * 
&* ſpecdily to Chrilt at his-6al). , 4 
=. -Lmight tell thee Ab of the ad\ $4 ab 
4 4 will. cott»by opening to Chriſt, but theſe I 
* «have: largely ſpoken to. before, only this one 
*, me leaye to meg here 5 kou: wile 
"wa to Chrift vow, He will Wy | 
& oz ceat Death and Jud | 
are few but they arc Keaton yo pre the tr he | 
and xcfileſpe(s of their preſent flate, an jo» 
fully ſatisfied wich the preſent ſtate they att ir in, | 
0g are ſtill ſeeking and 1; for ſormie- 


thing further, in hopes anther gongition may 
be 
2ine 


f, 

tter : and this they might ther kf 
F? o__ ienpes.thar arch i ir wor | 
And copſcquent 
OP 
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din hana L ig ob 
of God, but they that open  ChARR Were * , 
all power is committed into the rearhgy” wiſh” =” 
He it iS that bath the lgy of David;'that openetty 
' and no man ſpinteth, and ſhutterb and no man 
openeth ; And can wo reaſonably: imagine that 
he will open to any (at that day) 'that will nov: © 
- open tO him now!?? No he' tells-us wit. - 
contrary, Prov. 1. 24, &c- You know the foes 
gi cryed loud, _ bur heads - - | 
(wered, I know you not, 
s of iniquity- _ It ET there So 
reſtleſſneſs in 2þ in this world that' thowwart 1 of 
of; or in Hell-chat thou arc afraid of 3+0 
theze be any reſt at death and in FE 


ſireable, - open \to. Chriſt now, as evet this 1 
wouldet avoid. the One, or * dchreſt to pari 

of the other. : So (that toconclude a | 

if either ſenſe of daty, love co why'f "IPs 

thine own happincs, the love vf-Godaand 
Chriſt, or -love-to God. Tabs: > 
any influence upon thee,. if any Ws 


Ora romrgns te = ped "4 
here 1s fulneſs of reafon #1 EEE +3 
e_thec to ya 10 Chriſd 


"6 oew bat how co do it, and hae. is ex 
4 zaired in this caſc ? $i SW £4. : 
= Thac | may belp thee a liftle-in this great 
> "and nec«ffary work, I ſhall give thee 
= directions, how to arty, and what todogand, 
> fo ſhall conclude this ſnbjeR. _ And theſe di-: 
- reQions (hall be of two torts-.: 1. Such as 
- - may bave reſpect unto the Hearc',' apd the: / 
” manner or: way of the Hearts* opening 40: 
Chrifi. 2. Suchias may have reſpect co:Chrift; : 
-and. the ſeveral ways of his coming in, and: 
making himſ(cl{ manifelt unto the Soul. BE. 
1» 1 begin with ſach direRions as reſpe& * 
the Hcarc; and che way and manner of the 
Hearts-optving to Chriſt. -Now that we may 
- the befter know. how many ways the Hearc 
> muſt be opencd to Chriſt, it maynot be im- |» 
© _ Perfznent co:,confider how many ways the 
2 Heart may be ſhut agfinii Chrift, Now, it is 
 Evidentthat the Heartimay theſe ſeveral ways 
+ be (but againſt Chriſt. By Pride and felfocon- 
-  fidence : by unbelict: by impenitency ; by 
want” of Love , or coldneſs of 'affeRian : 'by 
loth and ſluggiſhneſs either infour watch or 


IF 4 
8. DE on ics * ww” % 
db cheGH be juſtly-condeaine 
gs. "Ye ſokoto jottific hignſelf, nod. 
not ſeem to .be behold "to be | 
his fatisfaQtion for#pardon. 
in our tigſt Parents, in their" 
fins, and-endeavouring to tramnk 
apon ſome one elſe. + Adam witen | 
fathcr than he would be found faulry,-la .- 
blame upod Eve, arid in fone ſenſe apon-Goy - 
- himſelf : The woman which how” paveſtomn 
| fave me; &G and I did ear. The womayy g: 
when — lays* the: guiltups ; 
The Serpent eh de, 
"ade Nth of ots- 
4. 0 abies os 


4 19 
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Te Pride hard 
inf *% linger, 29d. "> 


. <<}; jn battic-array againi#4 
Bs” f as this word. ſgoihcygLFower 4. 64 avcs 
- {this (elf; juliifying :conddevc. caufech (Chridt 
Tel - pakiy-riqars ) ta p86 by the doos of. (uch''a 
x withogt calliog-uponhim 3 for he tells Þ 
| thathbe. came .nehþo call the righteoms, but ' 
Fiprens ance 1. Match. 9. 13: that is, 
| ( 1hrgygb (Pride and iglt-cont- 
| _— i@ thexs-own Gyes : So this 
Pride harden and ſhut. che heart-.of ahe * 
2 was & God 'avd [Chriſt. »And there- 
Foo. ot laith, . The wickgd through" the 
of his eaxentenance will not ſeek, after Gol. 
« 101 q- © This cherctore, mo bexemoved 
atof the way, befor: the doors of the Heart be 
uly ina fally opened to-Chrifi- WouldeſM®@hou 
5 open to: Chuiſt, -get rid,of all Pride 
Selfecanhdence : labous to beihumble; low, 
gk 10 TWn;.own oyev 4. and ta ſuch Chrif © 
[poly Abi; 66. 2 Togbjs pi npelr e's 4 
" oor, aud of acontrize ſpirit; nw: 


t 3OC 
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- "and ang Ong at . ſpirit; TY ebft 
;* rand, -byct, gives grace t9. - 
ſelves therctore, ar ne tine: Godt» 
8c with. Pb a apr = | 

Chrik mub do all, and flaye. the gloay, ab) 

a9 = Fammape Ag all, p 


8." He thor: believerb not is Gondene 


, berauſe be hath not believes ro 
7 'vly begotten Son of God. Bewar 
.__ - fJ6te of unbclief, and open. to him by Fat 
Chriſt gives many iovications and callt, ſock 
= © you read 1{aj. 55, 1. 8c, Bclieve therefore 
tha Chrift is teally willing to receive thoſe 
-he "makes ſuch calls unto 4 and of thoſe 
thou arr, if thou doſt not wilfull 
exclude thy ſelf through-unbclicf. He wor f 
” many gracious promiſes of Pardon of Sin, 
-- of, Adoption, ShniSification, and Life E- 


— ternal; and withal he tells thee upon whit 
- terms -and conditions theſe things: arc to be 


A _ pon yt S rem cons ; 0b L114 
| miles, apply to-thy (cIf, t ally cloſe 
. with them, and labour co mſwer" the terms 
MRconticou of them and if thou =2'n 
on thy part maviſett thy real wiilingnels, t 
- ſhalt. fade that He will, come in unto thee 
with comfort and affurance. Therefore pe to 
Chiit-by Faith: believe his word ; cmbrat 


| qc ; ; obey his commands : pd 


thy ſcitby covenant i 
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if they de not themſelves guilty of ſuch great: 
lins,they cooceit that they need no. "I 
To this ſcoſe are thoſe words of our Saviour ef + © 
be underſtood, Luke 1 $6 7 Fay ſhalt UE 
Heaven over one fonner that repemteth, more th 

over ninety and nine juſt perſons that need yo'ue* 

1c ay z; e- that thiok- they need an raapet 


:- and'this is the-ſecret ins. 4 
k many inthe world, and by this als. 3 
ove the. Lotd Jeſus Chuift, as'4 | 


a have nag/great need/of, in ts 
they--chink a tvers 


ſee:poneced of a Phylician*® Parke tha 
have Chrift to come into his {obl, 
need of Chriſt, mult ſ:e hire! 0 be «ti 
a great fianer, lott and undone v 

mauft fee himſelf an ene my to God by: ws 
4 [rebel and traitors ds this his « 

- maſt wpcnngh betheartily forcy for," 
rally wilt | deſirous of 


' 2» 
oa err 
4 a bets - 
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Peay: do'frdth.a {cnſe of- he ff 

+ mewicf fio, And upon this Rependane: nee] 
FL that: @bridi comes iny and-is willing 40; beat 
 Mcdiaier between | Gad and mani 1) And 


j- therefor. « tbyu wouldeſtropep. 40/ \Chniſt a+! 


” gh, {ct. thy (14 (cricufly r64be., wouk:;.of 
- Repentavce, :ptriorm: thagwork theoughly, eb 
po known'.fin, or:fi8-that thou cant} pollibly: 
diſcover-io- thy {clf, pals unrepented of.. Go 


emto lecret,,cxamine thine own heat, 


whac thou cant tiadc lodggd there. medi» 


Weuponthem, with-all the agggavating Cit 


exndences.of themgand dwell 1o longrupon: 
($66 (cher; 24k ſuck, tinbe:asabhow 


* Urchough 
: ught thing heart to 2n utter loathing 
Favs octane and of Foggia 
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india hen th Ns ER, ihe Y 
- rhowthatt finds Chailt tendy to comin. i : 
| av ſoul See this ext Epbraims > 
papetaice} Fer. 21599, * 1y,26. Serely 1 have 
| beard: Efbraim bentodiag! bimſeifubiu "2 Thes 
baftebeftiſod me, ani 1 ws ch aftifeth, as ADubegh, 
angctatiomed 10 the yoke c rrer chow meant bj 
be trimmed; for thow"art the Lord my'G 
was rrned.: Irepented yafeer'l mY inflonges; 4 
e xÞon my thighs was aſpa yea:tvenoonn - 
oy "beeunſeT die be 2r my ee 
youth. - Is Epbraim 'my Weur —_— 1 £ 
leaſant Child's? Foy ever. fince- 1 
J-earmefily remember bj Se chal - 
yy ſurely have marcy ws | 
Epb» aim by rep<ntan (dl cher -40 
Godyrant then Gods ha was. optn/ tov agds - 
np Gods urs mm oma 
thew bumble vhy\felf- 2 God, an 
duerbaeie will qxalt thee s- Open than | 
by: Ke penranice, and: rhivl wiſh þ&- ag the 
&. cectiol.ct Jefus Chriſt)» tao v 2. £, 
nt Eel hag agaio® 


to come. in that Soul hn 
be convenient room fo | 
: "Soul. IF &by. lavc:o Chriſi be cold, | 
Y will.'be ſhit againſi- bim :. for cthe;Heart: is | 
* corn contraGed-.and (hut where love 
s 00 : and: it is the very nature ok Love 
£0, expand, or cnlarge the Heart"tos 
s the objc beloved. If therefore.thou 
have Chriſt to come into thy Saul; 
"Love to.-work. Love will-make Chaift 
A and: deſirable to. thy Soul, abd there» 
IF = thee a longing ton Chuiti when. he is 
9} Love will enlarge thy defire, and 


thee impatient of his abſcnce,. and: (pur . 
on. to a more. diligent ſerking of bm. 
© Eee lia Chriſ} welcome at his- coming, 
i aadrhereloss will epdcavour not onely 

phatevcr tay be offcaliye, AT 
= but to haye all things 10 a readine 
© and preparedach for his cntertainment. 
 Lovethakes the Soultochipk ng tions, kelet in 


"* "Foot a nor any colt too 


Par res xa 


es Es Milo 3, tifie + 
foul. we'r - Reb. 2. that IG 


orion will rpg To "4 


of tex deciy in po 'Love i 
had'16R ber firft lovs And! well bel 1 
etheefs ſhe foved him, the more was hep 
conteeed and ſhit againſt Him ;\affd"The 
fore 'lirle Yoon” could he have 4m; ber E a 
*#nd->conſ. quently little ' heare 1o/My aHl en 4 
Take hied therefore bf pe to 
Chriſteo decay, if chou haff oPhiis: 

any :"but get thive heart —_ with 

hiift; «bd then the" door of Sight 
-witl be opz1/to him, atid/he may have 
and wel eritertainmeft whe whe com# 
-5* The door of the Heart«thay' be 

ﬀ Chriſt" by negligence"dnd Nlarh.» ; 


res fold neg he which "MF S 
are ubjes unto.” "ri 


giſhneſs in their wo ond 2:56 otheir | 
| by the means of both which _ 
be ſhut our of the Heart, i” 


— 0 
Ares on rhe be ſhur out by © 


af wethin hg 
" oe 


is the way of: ducy 4i1l Chuilt, comp4, bars like 
ain the Text, wall have. aid :aGde 
I” Kod be gra 0 he wits rriheait 
too. lazy, _—— aniſe\t9, open Pen: way 

ne perſons indeed are impatient © 

: WJ iccavſe: of; cheir-earneht, defire of his 
{CEO ppany, they. are fickef love:c«-t0 theſe Chrift 
# anb6N come, end will not-tarry. Others are it» 
{- -patient undet- delays, becauſe they: are weary | 
"98, duty, love netico/ tug; avd toil, and/[weat | 
of duty too long, (but would have Chritt come | 
| 
| 


wm», A A @ Y © woe A wi Mia © 


© 


their work might be oyer3- and if he come 
at-in their time, they leave off :theiywark : 
" aht& do .ſhuti-out Chrift,  Wouldeltchou 
l '- Han bave.thy heart apeni@ Chaift;;benac 
or fluggilh in duty,: but be ;diligeus, 
4 ; and CO irious in thy rricus) work. 
LE in, mordilying fig, ——_ 
D 'D indiſchargivg duties, 0 Wele- oh | 
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ire 7y Gyr) let tal zhitir wu chip 

10 #1fitter-'poſtare/ for Satin«to. fidde:the 

chaii "Chriſt; For. $.:hv# goes obs We 

reading Lion, ſieking whom he may _— 

theretoxe "bs -ftreſt oppoxtutiity '4s 

caw' tide chem napping nd —_ 

Chiift-comes as 3 feud; and- rl 

fade'us watching : he ang... 7 all 

therefore expeRs us to beteady t06Q Xem'to!! 
IF theretbxe thou woulkdeli have thinebrt 
n 4044Chaft,- kgcp' wegahtant 


__ watch and proy,othat vbea —_— 
ws 7 Warcts olÞ-the tea 
Parc G,and''d aro; wicked 
thing own heart.  Watchagdiad 
tions ob an | 


- 


ih be <4 | 
not-conrraQted/unjd ſhutragai 
bh up an univerſal, conſtant, 2nd 
watch, if thou wouldeſt have the 'dodr 
; oſcbine Heart op<p» When, Chriſt Comes; 
A a whom his Lord whep he comes ſhall find - 
n his Watch-tower, ready to open-to him. -. 
: Thus bave I ſhewed iv what pelſras the + 
© i ay be ſhut againſt, Chriſt, andiconſe- 
== direQing you - the xemovyal of 
the excrciſc of the contrary. grace, 
ave infiracted you how t get and, keep; ithe 
X Hear far Chriſt. -To all which, Lonely 
== onething more. 
duldeft thou have thine Heart open and 
-- ins xeadine(s to entertain Jeſus/Chrift.ar his | 
> coming? theo live always in expeRation of | 
& hiscomiog ,;Jook for his coming : :when:the 
Þ- Servant tbinks with him({clf, My Loyd. del 
' © bis coming, he will not come yet he guns idle 
ls, and negleRs both. his y k and 
his watch ; Bobs par but thus judge, 
Oux Lord d andiMaſter will come, nr! he know 
 notiattyhat hour of the day, or watch aha 3 


a Fo 
SB Funk fare owe.” 
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" Andth theles [ 
tended "to cen to, cher ne 
hearts. © 
2. I have' aeb-aices to ett, © 
 Fefexence to Chriſt;/avd the fevera weyrof irs” 
| 'inko the Soul; © © 
Ideft thou have” thy hearts apc 


Chi Cty Ton ons open thine” heirt"%o 
The tis 


here on: ih Advice andcouncel & 

if fret by the name «tf 13ſdom, Proves 
2k 146) 23 « Wſtom"yyerb without, Be _s 
|; 


— ber voice Fr the frets — 9 
ple ont, wilt. love ſimplitity# $2 
bate khowitllge® Firm you 'at my reprodff, : 


FivilÞ Powe ot hy EEE : 
f hllowi bi nad; ew yogi nc Wayit'df © 
Hit yen hoe of Chriſt isthe'gree 3 
F ground” why che heartWFkept (6 
vii Chriſt. © For thaw Knon © 
5petiing which 1 edlye 


bd 
= - 


4 F- At 4 


very told. For the proper ff 
fame fuicablc, defirenble good thing 
4 qv&bencex acquainted then: with cha 
” that is im Chriſt, we ſhould more ;| | 
BITS our heats ker 
; Teechin: -lovelinely in evcry-re 
- rp ther y the la 
1gnd qualifications,? 


| Horks and eg Ty 


* haul | Gy, with the-Spouſe, Telh biz 
:” avs fk, of Lone. If therefore thou ) 


\F v 
prif+herior zfor be hath aid, he 


$f Jen bigh Cachinakaow: bi Naw, gi 
I : upon. liignþ\Pſe/, 91+ 14+, 


| » more | EA ho- 
"0 urin bs « &wpany.?Qur ign 
hi Pn Sn N ra 
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Wordand .Spicity let ghine” _ the > 

0 ottend thereunto, as theheatt: ye 

| eodedpathe things chuitrere Skip .. 

| by Pauls, Yeaglet ine heart buewrigbinntbig | 

{ while hes calking with thee, a3thechekt(w.f {- 

$ the;Diſapls going... to. Em: __ 

i ' Ebnft. talked wich them. Atm to 

#* 10,the Ordinances of -Chriſk, and! 

3 the ever! ofting.dowy of. thiie-! Ye 
SYN $0-:reea1ve whatloextny 1040: 
Hoy G3 all make known unto thesys 
- "ing to profile what txuths chenlabt 
Eeive 5. Jet 1 hipe\beart þo. x lay 


oul, : ard: bat won! dpi whow't 
” —_ 2s the peopic: to! Ne 


etter cheart., ..and | more: fi 

Al «bus 'thedLord ow | 
| «Open, thi A deer! 60-oh 

wor hriſt, non] led oft" 

be ghiognney: but lay/with DavidyaQ- b 
_ ho ee 

rendiioqners rd 
E3 is his rock 0 


thou comcliytacexery Ordinanceyv1as- Wl 
[* Ws Spray Lirdufor 2by ſeronmduar _ 2 


*-" -. 3: Openehine heart co the'couſels 4d gl 
72 vice.of Cheiſt z'thou maitt aſſure thy-{elf, 
Chriſt will-adviſe thce -to nothing bat for he 
See what counſel Chrittgives to the {fax 
; Rev. 2, 3- chap. his counſcl was: yety 
Cuicable to the Goenal ſtates and conditions of 
| Church. To inſtance in that: of Laodicea, 
. hewwas.s very luke-warm Church, and yet"ve- 
oud;frlf-confident Church 4 ſhe ſaid, Sbe 
> and increaſed with goods,and bad need 
LES wothing but knew not that ſhe 'was wretched, - 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and nakgd. 
And. what was Chrifts counfclto her? I contiſe! 
I IN buy of me Gold tryed in the five, that thou 
©” wait be rich, - and white raiment that thou 
meift be cloatbed, and that the ſhame of thy 
nakedne/r do not appears and anoint thine eyes 
with eye ſalve; tht thou maift ſees Rev. 3.17, 
x8-]ctus Chriſt. is a, moti faithful Friend and - 
t Phyhcian,Qwill.certainly give very: ſeaſonable 
” eounſciandadvice: he is. calledche, wonderfodl 
> Comal, bens 9+ 64+ Open thine heagtywalt 
_ liſken cl which-Chriſt gives to thee } 
will an "prot frangty mortific tinsz 
.thee|how to-improve: | 


wht « 49 


45 1-4} —_— amis ; fedel is wife iff ts" " 
and communicative ' of his' wiſdome, "never - * 
fails any that cruſt and (eek to him for counſet 

and advice : Read Famer 1:5. if any of youu" 
want wiſdom, let him asKit of God, who giver. =: 
to all men liberally, and wpbvaideth no man; ail. ©! 
it ſhall be given to bim, But know chiggnatict” 
= Chrift cannot endure to have his cou .o 
cd; to do this would | highly diſplea#hidito.” 
” Read Prove 1+ 24, Oc. 1 called -— but*@-* 
' would have none of my counſels - ; otg0k z 4 
4 *alſo will laugh at your calamity. ack : 
$. - your fear comes —— Then\fhall hor 6 
will not anſwer -— fot that they _ E 
ledge -— they would none of my counſel ===" 
Therefore ſhall they eat of ite Party: tbejb awd = 
* way, «nd be filled with: yheio: 00 deviced;'! 
* thou wilt not open to Chrilt's -counlels, 
May Iu follow thine own devicts;' 6 
. wilk be the end of WRſabs i, or” 2 
out-the Text. ith yall Shs Fc. 
4- Open» thine Heare 0. @he-mrbakes 4 ” 
. Chrits \ B6.nod v d; "= 
thine OWn.COnceit, a5 to think: | 
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i ſoul e. 416-6xtellent oyl, which ſhall not break Fi 
* myhbead, Though thou knoweſt before hand } 
” that he will finde fault with thee at this com- 
ing,.yet be never the more afraid to-let him in, 
nor, be thou weary: of .his\rcbukes. - It is un- 
pleaſant: dilcourfe, (many. times ) when our 
Friends, rip up oprtaalts, and tell us of them'y 
but it.is really our fault fo to account-it :for 
itigthe real part of a Friend to yeprove as, and 
xo0t to ſuffer ſin Kpan our ſouls. How: ver it may 
be unpleaſant, yet it is both neceſſary and ſafe. 

It argues a more.than- ordizary love of Chiift+ - 
towards. thie , if he deal chus faithfully with | 
thee; for whom he loves be rebmkes' and cha- 
ftens, Reve3- 19- : Let thy Heart therefore be 
ready, and willing ro receive and -em-\ 
brace his moſt-ſevere rebukes : Aud take it as 
@kinducls from him thae. -he will rebuke thee 4 
for it is- 4- piece -of. bleſſedneſs. Bleſſed is the 
wan: whom the Lord rebukes and chatens, and 
reachesb bim gg. of bis Law, Plal. 94. 121) Da- 
vid having found = benefit | this, faith; 
- + 1 9e 75» 1 w, 0 Lord,t at thy jndge- FF 
uh x fey that thou ts { 1g) £ 


mes: Apd v. 71. 1 is good for-me' 
heeu afflfied, 8c. And the Apo-® 
gh »o affliction be for the' 
| » yet afterwards 'is\: 

iss of Righteouſneſe 
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To that are "extrelfed th 
opco. therefore thy Heart to _ ret 
Chriſti, and willingly reccive them. Ws 
5. Open-to the' comforts; of Chriſt. 'We >. 
' read. tbat when Chrift came+ to his Dilciples-/ 
when they were met together, hisfirſt ſalutax 
tion which he gave them was, Peace be wnty ©. 
you, Luke 24- 36- And truely where Ghait 
Q comes into th: Soul, he brings true-dnward 
| ſpiritual peace along with him, and-fredly- bg+ 
*$. ſtows it upon his Spouſe. But yet, ſuch'is 
F the proneneſs of our natures to unbelich, that 
F- wwe many times. refule the comforts / which / 
& Chriſt brings;jand do not app'y them tolgur® 7 
ſelves. Sinners indecd do many times ſnatcly 7 
® prcſumptuouily at theſe comforts, which de 
not 'of- right -belong unto themy. nor indeed 
are they orfered by Chrilt to them. But-che 
| People of God ſometimes, through a faokfh 
- apd.fiatul modeſty refuſe, or at. leaft areas” 
fraid to take and' apply wioſe comforts wh.ch- 
| Chriſt at his coming brings: wich him$ info-- 
F much chat Chriſt isforced/to/ juvitc, and cnv® 3 
- &. treat ther to accept of Cheiny as bis 
#hichhe iserally willing .anddefirous: 
$07-achohe Thitisveally af 
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power Hg 


4 
be Sit as | GB of and" 
Feds, and thereby: cauſe ſorrow-and ſadnefs. 
mm the Soul , this feaxching'1s but iw order to 
- the healing of their wouug;” that they may af+ 
-terwards have more-{@h1d peace-and comfort. 
 - It he frown, it is bur! co make- his ſmiles the: 
-, more pleaſant, and make us to: prize them the; 
* . more. It he call us to, and put us upon more 
+ * difficult;and (ro the fi.th) unpleaſant worlly 
It is'burithat thereby he may bongur us the 
wore ; afid his comfortable preſence thalff 
” - withos init; If he cattus downfor # tithe; 
| 4 «he will becarchul that we be not: oFerwhelmec 
* ®with too much ſorrow, and'will in due tiene 
© lift"as vp: refuſe not therefore his comfo 
Va which arc che defigne of all his-carriage tos WF 
CE ewes what. ver. Chrift doth, andchow- Þ 
Fe: £42) | rhemayſccm to cany towards thee 4 the 
4 ah nate cnd of all is to do thee/good, jand 
— *eomtart.thee 4 and. therefor: hach promilſedy,; 
# $28. That all +bings (pal work, Mt 
| Savige—s, ung God. + 
n to rhelove of Chriſt.” I did pers 
Wyou'- before to open and eulkrge} you! 
ts love cowards Chrift. But now'L ad 
youroopenyourhearts to receive his 
and ments 
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| chains that Chriſt loves" hem”; or 
leaſt that his love'is/ real/ and diftingailhitits 
ſach as he bears to his own children or Spoule.”: 
They will eaffly grant that they-Tove him; bar .” 
cannot 'ſo- eaſily believe | that he loves thei. - 
\.” But 1 would ask fach a Soul" this queſtivalt 
How cameft thou thus to Jove Chriſt ?\ 1F i p 
Jove be rea], it is onely« reflex bean of *Chlty 
js love fo thee 3 he muſt necefarily love thiew * 
| Kbfore thou cank love him : pier. wow 
&- pas 4 time when thou didit hate; as'alf'h . 
nerate perſons do 3 and who made thee wn r 
ro difter cittier from othets, or from what tho 
"by ſclt once was ? It can be nothing e(@ E 
his love: ſhed/abrozd in tf Heart. 1 
che argument plcaded, Ezek; 16.14 fot | 
Love js an affeQtion notito be forceds, map 
drawn; as is ifitimated, Caiit! 8.4 _o 
world yive allthe ſubſtance of "bm 
--43 would utterly be contenaned.” Ati 
 trawn by the diſcoveryof' ſome - 
defirablc exceNevcy -nr”! che objſed 
that fitsy" anfirer the need or - 
| Soul-'hiat Tovethi > The Soht "i 


cm or void of- gon + i 


we ws © Ax "md | 
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leatly-1 $ dil 
0 "neſs in It elf, Ge $ Out where REN 2 
Y whey. 5A be had 3 and, finding, Jeſus, Chriſt Þþ 
* to be thac all-ſufficient objec. which may every - 
way an(wer the need and emptineſs of the 
|, loves him, with a love of defire and car- # 
neſt longiog after him, as the onely perſon, ? 
the enjoymc;nt of whom can make, het abſo» * 
Jutely and pcrfetly happy. And. ſo far as the 
.can enJoy him, ſo far ſhe is delighted and (as 
. *,tisfied with him. This is the true notion of love, 
F. and ifthy love to Chriſt be right,it is ſuch a love ſl 
- as this. 4 
If chcrefore upon the diſcovery, of Chriſts | 
bo excellency and perf:Qtion, anſwerable to thine 
& zndigence and emptineſs, thy ſoul doth truely - 
* love Chriſt. 1 would gladly know, who dil- 
-- covered to thee this perfection and ſuitable» # 
” neſ5in Chriſt ?. (who 1s ſo generally deſpiſed in 
F-. eworld), And whodrew out thy-heart 10 
& Jave to Chriſt, upon, chisaccounc ?... Surely 1% 
"7 it can be nong-bat Chriſt, and if he thus 
with loving kindneſs, bave drawn bee, certain; 
it. is becauſe He bath loved thee with au everr | 
Love, Jer- 34: 3- ; Thou ba lalpxcaſon 
bs quettion the. xcal love of,Chailk.t0 | 
TR eaoacdion, the rcoiry of aby lagks 
Open therelore thy, beart-fxee! 


bs" SO 


4 EE ey "love af 
” fal obedience an{wer fo great/l6ve 45-ke-H 
Manifcticd towards thee. *Studyto Mech 

- and highly .prizc his love” for he firſt hn 

Þ. thee, or elle. thou couldeft not have lovefFhing | 

E af all. 

'7. And laftly, Open | to the company ati] 
preſence of Chriſt ; - If- Chriſt "come to —_ 
© door, and would come in and afford thee 
=. company, in any Ordinance, or by any Pre ; 
© vidence, whether in publick, private, or ( 

== cret : Open to him, let himin, let-bins have 
thy company, let him (ee all che parts of thin 
- heart, hide nothing from him, deal'as Hex 

kiab did with the 2 EK roma 

ſhewed them all that was i 

;- nothing from them So deal tia by Ch 

Y fully unboſſlome thy (elf _to him, i 

time with him, and intereſt in him ts 

beſt advantage, revcal to him thy. 
afels to him thy fins, acquaint > E. 

"ty wants,ſeck counſel andedvice fromlli 
ll thy difficulties, ſtrength im all*thy"w 
tefſes, ſupport under all- thy buxdi 15, 'vi 
a all thy temptations, comfort, Wal 

adverkities, a ſanGified vſrob 
iverance out of al thy txe 


ay 
' f, oO of 


2 -£ ay 


ty oworks in'thee and 

þ who. thee, and will. { 

#bim . Will feat ct 

gan will'crown an 
Jorybereaſer 


